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After the IRA, 
Sinn Fein’s 
London move 
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On a day of London chaos caused 
by IRA bomb scares, Sinn Fein, 
the terrorist group's political wing, 
yesterday announced that it was 
planning a move to Westminster. 

Martin McGuinness, who is 
the Sinn Fein candidate in Mid- 
Ulster and stands a good chance 
of winning, told BBC Radio 4’s 7b- 
day programme that his party ex- 
pected to win three seats in the 
new Parliament 

“We are prepared to go to 
Westminster. We are prepared to 
represent our people, and I think 
we will be able to do that quite ef- 
fectively,” Mr McGuinness said. It 
is understood that Sinn Fein is 
planning to open an office in Lon- 
don as part of political drive to raise 
the party’s profile at Westminster. 

He said that the party was veiy 
very hopeful that there would be 
three MPs elected - himself Ger- 
ry Adams in West Belfast, and Pat 
Doherty, in West Tyrone -with a 
“very strong mandate”. 

Wtifethat did oaineanthalth^- 
wouM take tirefr places m the Cam- 
.moiB-an action banned by the par- 
ty constitution -he said they would 
be making a move to London. 

Vast areas of London were 
ginflocked yesterday after a fresh 
series of IRA bomb threats dosed 
key roadways, rail way stations 
and airports in the South-east 

Hundreds of thousands of trav- 
ellers had to endure hours of de- 
lays in the capital's worst ever 
traffic jam. The IRA again used the 
tactic of “maximum disruption, 
minimum risk” with a spate of ear- 
ly morning coded bomb warn- 
ings. Unlie Friday’s attack in 


The Conservatives and Labour 
last night accepted that the opin- 
ion polls were not accurately re- 
flecting the real difference between 

the parties and said that research 
in yesterday’s Independent was 
nearer the mark. 

John M^jor said in Leeds: u The 
Independent Interestingly enough 
actually chose to go oat to the mar- 
ginal seats, knock on a few doors 
and talk to people itself rather 


than just rely on opinion polls.” 

Out survey of constituencies 
found that contrary to the Labour 
lead of 14-19 points in the polls, 
the parties were much closer and 
that the Labonr lead in target Tbry 
seats was soft and could change. 

Senior Labour sources said 
last night that the findings did not 
mainly concern them, as their own 
polling suggested a lead of “more 
than 10 points - but less than TXT. 


rule over this part of Ireland. Re- 
publican sources in Northern Ire- 
land say that any Sinn R:m MPs 
can be expected to travel to Lon- 


Leadlng article, page 17 vthe independent 
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which two devices exploded in 
Leeds and Doncaster, yesterday's 
operation was a hoax and no 
bombs were found. 

At the height of the morning 
rush hour alert Paddington, King's 
Cross, St Rancras, Baker Street and 
Charing Cross mainline and tube 
stations were dosed and the sur- 
rounding areas evacuated. 

On the M25 there was a 10-mile 
jam and routes into the London 
from the west were gridlocked. 

Gatwidk, part of Htathrow, Lu- 
ton, and Stansted airports were 
also dosed There were also bomb 
alerts at Dover harbour and the 
busy Watford junction rail station. 

The success of the IRA’s dis- 
ruptive tactics has raised fears that 
the terrorists may target polling 
day next week. Last night, David 
Veness, the Metropolitan Police's 
assistant commissioner with re- 
sponsibility for specialist opera- 


tions. revealed that anti-terrorist 
plans have been drawn up to try 
and prevent voting disruption on 
1 May. He acknowledged that the 
general election represented a 
“significant security challenge", but 
said be was confident that it could 
be protected. 

while dedining to provide de- 
tails Mr Veness said police bad 
been planning how to combat any 
threat for a considerable period. 
He rejected suggestions that the 
emergeTKy services over-reacted to 
yestesda/sthreals, stressing that they , 
had to err on the side of caution. 

Mr McGuinness said in yester- 
day’s radio interview that there was 
no question of Sinn Fein MPs 
swearing or affirming allegiance to - 
the Queen, a statutory require;, 
meat for all MPs wishing to sit^ 
speak and vote in the Commons. 

“And we don't recognise the 
right of the British Government to 


ing his 1983-92 spell as MP for 
West Belfast. 

Sinn Fein has for over a decade 
been in the business of digging it- 
self into the political system, and 
probably has more offices scat- 
tered over Northern Ireland than 
any of the other more convention- 
al parties. There are also offices in 
various parts of the Irish Republic 
while in recent years others have 
opened in Washington and Brussels. 

But the Sinn Fein constitution 
strictly forbids participation at 
Westminster, with candidates re- 
quired to take the following oath; 
“I ... freely and solemnly declare 
that if elected I will not sit in, nor 
take part in, the proceeding? of the 
Westminster or partitionist six- 
county parliaments." 

This requirement could only be 
removed by a two-thirds vote at a 
Sinn Fein ard-Jheis (annual con- 
. fereoce) and there are no signs that 
the party is gearing up to abolish 
a tradition of abstentionism which 
extends bads for decades. 

Within those bounds, hovfever, 
■ tbe republicans have for more than 
a decade adopted a more partic- 
ipative approach. This has seen 
them bom contesting any and all 
elections and in holding meetings 
with almost any person orelement 
which seeks contact with them. 

According to one republican 
source: “It makes sense for Sinn 
Fein to consciously try to build re- 
lationships with parties, to win 
friends and be prepared to argue 
adn debate with anybody.” 

South-east chaos, page 4 


Jeremy Laurence 

Health Editor 

Fifty years after the National 
Health Service was founded. 


hospnats are racing pnvauxtuou 
whichever party forms the next 
government, health-service 
managers warned yesterday. 

Private companies are poised 
to take over the running of NHS 
trusts, including the provision of 
clinical cure, as a condition of 
investing in the new buildings 
that the service urgently needs, 
the Institute of Health Ser- 
vices Management said. Al- 
though care would remain free 
fo patients it would be delivered 
by doctors and nurses employed 
byprivate companies. 

•fears that NHS hospitals 
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CtMvp liits back 

The Co-op turned up the heat - 

on Andrew jRcgan’sLanicaThJSt 

yesterday when it threatened to 
call in the Serious Fraud Office 
Unless it receives answers to a 
number of questions in relation 
to a £2m payment to a Cayman 
I idaods company. Page 20 

Benjamin Netuityahu, the Israeli 
Prime Minister, shows every 
dgn-nf having ridden wit the 
storm over his appointment of 
a«h»f prosecutor who would $o 
easy on his friends and allies in 
t^jr legal troubles, ftp 
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would be privatised have teen 
raised ever since the introduc- 
tion of the NHS internal mar- 
ket in 1991 - and constantly 
denied. Now managers say it s 
inevhable because of cuts in 
publicfuiKlmg for new hospitals 
- amounting to 22 per cent be- 
tween !994-99 - to which both 
main parties are committed. 

A report ccramoaonedby the 
institute, from Meara Manage- 
ment Consultancy, said efforts 


vate investment under the . Gov- 
ernment’s Private Finance 
Initiative have failed because pri- 
vate investors fear the-risks oyx- 


Underffie scheme, launched 
in 1992, private companies de- 
sign and buQd new hospitals and 


manage support services such as 
maintenance and cleaning. The 
bmltfings are leased to the NHS 
which runs the clinical services. 
More than 50 schemes have 
te® agreed m principle- the 
largest being a new £1 70m hos- 
pital in Norwich. - and more 
than 150 are in negotiation bui 
none has been given the final 
go-ahead. 

. The report says that NHS 
managers remain unconvinced 
tljat the scheme can be made to 
\wttck. It says NHS trusts arede- 

L n^v'bt^ditigs, and heabh au- 
thorities are failing to make 
prop er estimates of future de- 
. maud. There are also worries 
about the legafity of die scheme. 

A second report by re- 


searchers at St George's Hos- 
pital Medical School says that 
hospital trusts are cutting bade 
on the number of beds indud- 
ed in new schemes to make 
them more affordable which wifi 
lead to a “shrunken NHS^ .The 
report, to be published in the 
British Medical Journal this 
week says patient throughput 
would have to increase to un- 
realistic levels to cope with the 
reduction in beds. 

Karen Caines, director of the 
institute, said: “Both Labour 
and the Tbries are saying they are 


looking to increase private in- 
vestment in the NHS. If so, giv- 
en the dismal performance of the 
private finance initiative so far, 
they wiD have to look a± how they 
can improve it.” 


Ms Caines said the scheme’s 
track record in the NHS had 
been one of “delay, bureaucra- 
cy, and immense frustration”. It 
was launched without proper 
thought about the process, and 
few people understood tbe im- 
plications, she said. “If private 
finance is to be tbe way forward 
then the new government in 
May needs to act urgently ... to 
make the system work.” 
Professor Chris Ham, head of 
the Institute of Health Ser- 
vices Management at the Uni- 
versity of Birmingham, said 
there was an “inexorable logic” 
behind the private-finance ini- 
tiative. “Investors who put their 
finance at risk will want to have 
a big say in how the hospitals are 
run. That will mean a seat on 


the board ...and a say in the ap- 
pointment of consultants. If 
they are not performing suc- 
cessfully the investors mil be 
bound to step in to change the 
management or the doctors. 
Tbe end of die route will be in- 
creasing privatisation.” 
Michael Foot, tbe former 
Labour leader and biographer of 
Anemia Bevan, said the founder 
of the NHS would be turning in 
his grave. “It is the thin end of 
the wedge. Bevan fought on 
many fronts at the same time 
against people who said his plan 
for the NHS was the wrong way 
to do it, and that if Htook on too 
much it wouldn't work. But it 
wasn’t true. There are better 
ways of saving money, through 
preventive medicine.” 


Guy Hodgson 

Mike hM i»on- 


ey qtncKcr m uk wuug 
even Britain's horizontal heavy- 
weight Frank Bruno has picked 
up hundreds of thousands , of 
pounds for a few moments 
Sodr, but Ronnie O’Suffiranat 
tered snooker history yesterday 
with the fastest 147 ■ 

in tournament play- wih iL he 
earned £165,000.- 
O'Sullivan's maximum - xo 
reds, . 15 Macks and the six 
colours in one visit tothe table 

_ took just 5minutes 20 seconds, 

and with a £147,000 boom for 
a maximum and £18,000 for the 


highest break during die Em- 
bassy Wbrld Championships, 
works our at £515 a second. In 
comparison, the £210,000 on of- 
fer to the eventual wumcr at tbe 

Crucible, Sheffield, for 17 days’ 
work is dudren-feed. 

The frame, the 14th in his . 
10-6 win over Mick Price, put 
O’Sullivan through to the sec- 
ond round and a .step nearer a 
■potential quarter-final against 
Stephen Hendry Who also is 
hoping to create a landmark of 
his own by becoming the first 
man to win the modera world 
championship seven times. 

“It was unbelievable to do 
this in the world champi- 


onships," O’Sullivan, who is 
ranked eighth in the world, 
said. “I haven't had a maximum 
in ages, even in practice, so to 
get ft at the Crucible is fantas- 
tic. There is only one venue as 
far as snooker is concerned.” 
“Yon could add, and his sup- 
porters probably wifi do, that 
there is only one Ronnie 
O’Sullivan. The 21-year-old 
from Ongwefi, Essex, compiled 
his first 100 break at the age'of 
10 and immediately broke 
Hendry’s record of 36 consec- 
utive victories after turning 
professional m 1992 He has fre- 
quently found the. fame that 
comes with such exploits hard 


to handle, however, and at last 
year's world championships he 
assaulted 'a press officer for 
which be was fined £20,000 and 
ordered to make a “voluntary” 
donation of £10,000 to charity. 
He was also given a two-year 
ban, suspended for two years 
conditional on his good conduce 
O'Sullivan becomes only tbe 
fourth man to record- a maxi- 
mum in the world champi- 
onships, following Cliff 
Thorburn in 1983, Jimmy 
White in 1992 and Stephen 
Hendry in 1995. It is the 20th 
official 147 compiled in a ma- 
jor tournament. 

Winning potential, pagp 28 
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£2m for cancer patients 
after radiotherapy blunder 

A £2m settlement has been agreed with almost 100 victims of a 
hospital blunder that resulted in cancer patients receiving the 
wrong dnses of radiation, it was announced yesterday. 

More than 1,000 patients at the North Staffordshire Royal 
Infirmary in Stoke-on-Trent received incorrect treatment after a 
machine' was set up wrongly for nine years. 

Lawyers for 95 of the victims and their relatives announced 
yesterday that their five-year battle For compensation had ended 
with the agreement for f 2m, plus "■ substantial” costs. The patients 
were given lower-than-prescribed doses of radiation after a 
computer miscalculated the amounts they should receive. 

After the blunder came to light in 1992 the hospital admitted 
there had been a fault but had disputed whether it had caused 
harm. A report later said that out of 1,075 patients who had 
received wrong doses, more than 400 had since died and another 
91 bad suffered a recurrence of their cancers. It also said it was 
virtually impossible to say whether those who bad died would have 
survived if it had not been for the mistake. 

James Evans, chairman of the group of solicitors who fought the 
case, said survivors and relatives of some patients who had died 
would be told over the next Tew days exactly how much 
compensation they would receive. But he added: “No fin ancial 
compensation can be adequate for the trauma they suffered.” 

Blackout in southern Scotland 

Thousands of homes and businesses in southern Scotland were 
without electricity yesterday after a leaking pipe disrupted supplies. 

Around 1 1 1.000 customers were cut off at around 730am in and 
around Kirkcudbright and Castle Douglas. Scottish Power said. 

The disruption was caused by a leaking pipe which flooded the 
Tbnglond sub-station in Dumfries and Galloway. Twenty schools in 
the area were closed for the day and social services such as meals- 
on-wheels were delay ed. Scottish Power engineers managed to 
provide alternative power supplies for 7,000 customers. A 
spokesman for the power company said yesterday it was not known 
when the remaining 4.000 customers still without electricity would 
be switched back on. 

Trade Andrews pleads ‘not guilty’ 

ET - ' ' ■” — • • Tacic Andrews, the woman 

l accused of the roadside murder 

/ jZu&UB °f her fianed Lee Harvey. 

'jf^rTifp appeared in court yesterday to 

\ |k jl formally enter a not-guilty plea. 

M i'i ’ ./ ' '-’mc] Ms Andrews, 27, spoke only 

HgT # V twice during the 20 minute 

% ^ hearing at Birmingham Crown 

- \ ' Court to confirm her name and 

Hli: | answer “not guilty” when asked 

■ ''fWr .MM bow she pleaded to the charge 
' that she murdered her 
pfl t \ -jM P..B boyfriend on 10 December last 

year. Mr Harvey. 25. was found 
m stebbed Lo death by the side of 
acountiy lane at Coopers Hill in AJve church. Worcestershire. Ms 
Andrei' bail, with strict conditions; was renewed and the case was 
adjourned for trial - probably later this year. 

Woman-hating rapist jailed 

A man who hated women, \and who had a “game plan” to murder 
four females, was sent indefinitely to Rampton high-security 
psychiatric hospital yesterday following a series of frenzied attacks. 

Rodney Barnes targeted and stalked women on their own to 
terrorise, rob or sexually attack them. Police discovered he also had 
a fist of 30 high-profile potential victims. Barnes was described by 
one psychiatrist as “probabty^i^las! 

in my professional careertiHe roldpolice he wanted tny*.. : 

game plan" - the murder of four reiiikle ^ 

mother and former wife. Barnes, 34*' from 

admitted a rape, an indecent assault, seven robberies, an attempted 
robbery and a theft in six weeks, starting on 5 March last year. 

More strikes for firefighters 

The dispute between fire officers and Essex County Council has 
worsened after the Fire Brigades Union announced two further 
strikes, despite warnings that any further industrial action will lead 
to the suspension of all crews. After a 24-hour strike on Saturday 
by Essex fire officers, army Green Goddess fire-engines and their 
military crews were again put on standby yesterday during a four- 
hour stoppage. The FBU say members will stage a 24-hour walkout 
on 29 April followed by a nine-hour stoppage on 2 May. The union 
are protesting at flora in spending cuts which, they say. will cost at 
leasi 52 officers their jobs and puL the public at risk. Simon Reeve 

Relief at end of loo-roll battle 

Andrex left the High Court much relieved yesterday as the 
three-day battle of [he loo rolls cairtc to a close. Mr Justice Laddie 
flushed NouvcUc Quilted's latest promotional pack down the pan 
on the grounds that it could he mistaken for an Andrex product. In 
what the judge described as a “difficult” case of “passing-off", 
Kimberly-Clark was granted on injunction banning Fort Sterling, 
manufacturers of Nouvclle, from using the Andrex trade mark 
without adequately distinguishing the two products. Clare Ganier 
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Anger at Charles’ 
snub to academy 
for inventors 

Trevor Baylis (right), award - 
winning inventor of the clockwork 
radio, has vented his frustration on 
behalf of Britain's unsung inven- 
tors, after Prince Charles turned 
down a request to be patron of a 
Royal Academy of Inventors. 

Despite nearly two years' lobby- 
ing, Mr Baylis has failed to find 
any funding - including lottery 
money - to support his dream. His 
attempt to enlist the Prince, whom 
he met last July at Buckingham 
Palace, was refused on the basis 
that he is already patron to 400 or- 
ganisations, and has to turn down 
the majority of requests. 

“You can get lottery money for 
the arts - they say ifs our culture. 
But people have to realise that in- 
vention is part of British culture too 
- it goes back to the industrial Rev- 
olution, which produced so many 
ideas. Yet inventors never get sup- 
port from government," he said. 

A Royal Academy of Inventors 
would cost about £2£m annually 
for the first three years, he reck- 
ons, after which it could be seif- 
financing. The aim would be to of- 
fer advice and funding to people 
who come to it with ideas. 

“We're trying to give credit to 
people with ideas, who presently 



are portrayed as fools and jack- 
asses - whereas there’s govern- 
ment money for people who put 
dead sheep In formaldehyde or 
makes plies of bricks, as long as 
they call ft 'art 1 . We want to start a 
renaissance of invention." 

Mr BayUs developed a wind-up 
radio which does not need batter- 
ies, for the African market His 
company, Baygen, now manufac- 
tures 20,000 radios daily and is 
opening two new factories. But ft 
was only after he allowed the idea 
to be shown on the BBC TV pro- 
gramme, Tomorrow's World, that 
he could get financial backing. 

Cfiarfes Arthur 


Billionaire’s gift 
to Cambridge 

The billionaire who made his money 
in mik and fruit juice catons is - 
pouring £23m into a new mathemat- 
ics centre at Cambridge Ureversfty. 

The donation, by Swedish-bom 
Hans Rausing, co-founder of the 
packaging firm TetraPak, will fund 
around one tenth of the project 
the university said yesterday. 

Mr Rausing, 71, Britain’s second 
richest man, after being knocked 
from the pinnacle of the wealth 
league this year, was reportedly in- 
spired to make the gift by an eh- ' 
thusiasm for cosmology and the 
work of Cambridge professor 
Stephen Hawking. 

Cambridge owes a debt of grati-*. 
tude to punitive Swedish tax laws, * 
which prompted Mr Rausing to 
leave his home country in the 
1980s and settle in Brftain. 

He and his brother, Gad, be- 
came richer than the Queen In 
1995 thanks to their carton - an in- 
vention inspired by their grand- 
mother's sausage-making, in ' 
which meat was squeezed into a 
skin and pinched at both ends. 

Since selling his stake in the 
Swiss-based packaging group 
Tatra Laval last year for almost 
£3bn, he has retired to his West 
Sussex home,' set in a deer park, 
and indulged his passion for vin- 
tage Cars. Lucy Ward 


Young doctors alienated 

them as “technical monkeys compassionate medicine, the 

eroding • 

report from the Bnbsb MeAcal A^oc g^all groups of - 

The study- based on found the growing need 

doctors aged under 40 aroundthe ^^eirdinical actions meant 
for doctors to measure and ac^imt tor cn vocation, 

they felt less in wnfrol and of ^ 

feobel Allen, of the Policy Swd^ Insu wie managerial 

report said: “Many were resisting what they saw 

Sower which th^enedth^v^u as “gpd-lito 

She added that doctors did not »ethmKWK 35 

figures” but equally did not want I to 1 tewem JJaw ^ of thc 
“proprietors of a pizza parlour to be call a p Laurence 

day and night". 

MOTORING 

Stressed out behind the wheel 

More than one in three 

aches and pains after stints behind the wheeL Women are 
likely to suffer stress than 
men and drivers between 35 
«mi 44 gift most anxious when 
motoring than other age 
groups, a survey has foand. 

But nearly half of drivers 
do not bother to adjust their 
seat, duck their posture or 
even Hwurlt their mirrors 
before moving oil, the 
research, fay motor insurance 
company Direct Line, found. 

And nearly three in five 
drivers do not even bother to 
malm sure they have enough 

petrol before starting out. 

TRAVEL 

Eurostar puts squeeze on airlines 

The high-speed Channel Tunnel Eurostar train service is having a 
big impact on UK-France air services, official figures showed 
yesterday. The success of Eurostar’s London to Paps service meant 
air line passenger numbers between the two capitals fell 12 per cent 
in 1996, the Cwfl Aviation Authority said 
In comparison with 1994 - before Eurostar operations - the 
number of air passengers between London and Paris has fallen by 1 

million, said the CAA. 

But Eurostar’s London-Brussels service has not hit airlines so 
hard, with only 50,000 fewer people travelling between the two 
cities in 19% compared with 1994, the CAA statistics showed. 

The association’s figures also revealed the UK's airports handled 
136 million passengers last year - a 5 per cent rise on 1995. 


HEALTH 

Community care on the brink 

Mental health services are dose to breaking point in some parts of 
"“itain-as the community care system teeters on the brink of ■' 
lapse, psy chiatris ts’ warned yesterday. la a hard-hitting report, 
Rqyal College of Psychiatrists said thd fcaose of the crisis was a 
ndamfental failure In the development and imptenentatkmof - 
health policies”. 

The. problems ware not confined to the immediate difficulties 
posed by high bed occupancy rates in urban areas. 

The college called on the Government to ensure mental illness 
received die same priority in the NHS as physical illness, to pnt a 
hold on farther hospital closures, to bring together social and 
health services and tackle staff shortages. 


ASTRONOMY 

Third tail spotted on Hale-Bopp 

On a dear evening, Comet Hale-Bopp appears to have two tails - but 
European astronomers have now discovered that it has a third, 
consisting of sodium atoms. The discovery could lead to new theories 
about the composition of comets and the effects of the sun on them. 

The most visible tail of any comet consists of dust particles 
thrown off as the rock and ice forming the nudeus heats up during 
the approach to the sun. Another, subsidiary tail is also produced, 
consisting of charged ions of elements from the nucleus. This is 
thrown off and away by the “solar wind” of plasma emitted from 
the solar surface. The sodium tail, the first to be discovered, is 
emitted in a direction close to but slightly different from thc 
second, “ion” tafl. More unusually, the sodium is in the form of 
uncharged atoms, not ions. Charles Arthur 




NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RECYCLING 

Recycled paper made up 43-2% of 
the raw material for UK newspapers 
in the first half of 1996 
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Scratch cards gamble on a relaunch 


IWicliael Streeter 

Lortciy organiser Cametot yes- 
terday confirmed a plan effec- 
tively to relaunch its scratch 
cards, after a fall in sales, and 
possibly to offer participants a 
chance to take part in a televi- 
sion game show. 

Sales of the cards, which be- 
gan after the successful i*<>^ 
of the Saturday draw, have 
slumped from a peak of more 


than £44m to a low of£L5m in 
the first week of this month. 

Although details have still to 
be hammered out, the wniipaign 
wili probably introduce a vari- 
ety of innovative games to. 
attract new punters, and 
give players the opportunity to 
compete for prizes in a televised 
show. 

A due to the new approach 
is shown by the success of 
Cameiot’s Pigs Might Fiy 


scratchcard, started last sum- 
mer, which offered relatively 
lowprizes of £10,000 but which 
gave a higher than, normal 
chance of winning - one in four 
as against one in five. 

Lower prizes but wnh a high- 
er chance of success, involving 
“humorous" formats, are seen 
as the way forward. Christmas 
bonus cards have also proved 
popular. 

A spokesman for Camelot 


yesterday confirmed it was con- 
sidering new ideas for scratch 
cards but was cautious about 
committing .itself to specific 
ideas. He said: “We are always 
looking at new and innovative 
marketing initiatives for both the 
National Lottery game and In- 
stants. We wfll continue to con- . 
rider new game ideas with more 
variety to broaden appeal'' 

He added: “The Instants 
brand still outsells the top three 


impulse brands in the country 
- Coca Cola, W&lkers and 
KitKat -and 10 tnilKon people 
play regularly each week." 

The company points out that 
in other countries such as the 
US, instant games have 
slumped after launches, before 
recovering to gain a larger slice 
of the market. 

If a new television show is 
launched, it is likely to be of- 
fered to die BBC which has a 


contract to show the lottery 
draws until this autumn. Cards 
would have a separate panel to 
be scratched which would give 

the purchaser the chance to ap- 
pear m the programme and win 
a variety of prims. 

Camelot claims that its ad- 
vertising and marketing for 
scraldncards has produced a 
“halo effect” for the sector as 
a whole - boosting sales from 
£43m to £I0Qm a year. Around 


half of the UK population arc 
thought to play instants at some 
time, with one in ten playing on 
a weekly basis. 

Company sources said the 
fall in sales was not a “disaster" 
but that it needed to maintain 
or increase them so that, over- 
all, commercial targets could be 
reached. 

One said; “We did predict the 
market would drop but we did 
not want it to fail any lower." 


The fan in sales can be traced 
bock to early lastyearwhen the 
main lottery game offered its 
first double-rollover jackpot. 
Other scratchcard operators 
are thought to have seen simi- 
lar falls in sales. 

Another option is for 
Camelot to eschew altogether 
one-off prizes and instead offer 
regular monthly payments, as is 
done already m other parts of 
Europe. 


get a kiek 
out of 


with 

wacky veg 


Glenda Cooper 

Consumer Affairs Correspondent 

“Urrrgh, it‘s sort of squishy," 
wailed Rosa, 9, “1 don’t like it”. 
As she gingerly picked up a 
spoonful of chocolate-flavoured 
carrots, her classmates took up 
the chant: “Eat, eat, eat, eat." 

Tb her right. Mohammed 
was shovelling down cheese- 
and-onion flavoured cauli- 
flower, declaring it as “good as 
my mum's", while Liam looked 
as if he would be sick. 

With Britain’s children turn- 
ing their noses up at vital fruit 
and.vcgetablcs* health experts , 
and retailers are joining fotces 
to try to lure them back to lov- 
ing greens. 

Supermarkets such as Safe- 
ways have launched ‘Trid-SEed" 
fruit and vegetable packs and 
yesterday Iceland unveiled their 
“wacky veg” range, consisting of 
chocolate-flavoured carrots, 
pizza-flavoured sweetcom, 
bnked-bean-flavoured ■ peas 
and riieese-andkmwo flavoured 

cauliflower. 

They expect to sell £500,000 
worth of the 99p packets in the 
next three weeks. 

Of 300.000 people who de- 
velop cancer every year in the 
UK, around a third are diet 
related and potentially pre- 


ventable. “There is a clear link 
between a diet high in vegeta- 
bles and cancer prevention, yet 
recent research highlighted that 
mums are losing the bottle to get 
their kids to eat vegetables,” 
said Professor Garden) McVie, 
director general of the Cancer 
Research Campaign. 

He said that attempts to per- 
suade children to eat their 
greens through health education 
had all failed and a radical 
approach was needed. 

, “I thfak it is a serious attempt 
to do something helpful," he 
sakL“I don’t think its frivolous.” • 

A^eyby5tBaihdyde«mr 
veishy earner this year found 
that Christmas dinner was the 
only meal when most British 
children get an adequate intake 
of vegetables. 

The researchers found that 
many mothers' had given op 
forcing the issue of vegetable 
consumption because they dis- 
liked the stress. 

At Gillespie Primary School, 
Year Boor [eight- and nine-year- 
olds] named their least 
favourite vegetables as Brussels 




N 



Taste police: Nine-year-old Rosa Hardt, a self-declared enemy of all things squisfty; tries some chocolate-flavoured carrots (below) 


Photograph: Nicola Kurtz 


sprouts and peas, while their 
favourite, surprisingly, was 
broccoli 

Presented with the wacky 
veg they were intrigued but 
not always won over. Li am , 


aged nine, who said he didn't 
like any vegetables, managed a 
small mouthful before dedar- 
itlg them all “ disgusting 

“I don’t like the peas. They’re 
masty. They’re awful The sweet- 
com is alright but 1 don't like 
the rest I hate all vegetables." 
he said. 

ly sniffy: “The carrots afesiimy 
and they taste of toffee not 
chocolate” she said. “I don’t 
like squisfay things." 

But those who had only ex- 
pressed a mild dislike of veg 
were won over “They are nicer 


than usual," said Shaahra. 
“They are sweeter.” 

Mohammed and Ben had 
polished off the cauliflower and 
peas and wanted second help- 
ings: “I love cauliflower. I reck- 
on I eat vegetables once or twice 
a week at home. For lunch I 
think I would have bread, crisps 
and chocolate," said Mo- 
hammed. “It looks horrible but 
it tastes nice," said Mandy, stir- 
ring the carrots in their brown 
sauce. 

“Yum, they’re nicer than 
normal carrots," added George. 

For parents who balk at 


flavoured , vegetables [be re- 
lieved: bubblegum broccoli was 
one of the ideas which was re- 
jected] kid-friendfy snack pads 
of mim-canots, cherry tomatoes 
and individually wrapped apples 
and pears could be more ap- 
pealing. ■ 

The major problem was that 
few of the children could open 
the sturdy plastic covering. 

Those who liked vegetables 
preferred the raw carrots to the 
chocolate variety, crunching 
them with enthusiasm, but 
those who did not want to eat 
veg fa the first place hated the 


raw ones: “Yuk, it's horrible," 
said George, nine, puffing an un- 
holy grimace as be tasted a car- 
rot. “Uigh, can I put it in the 
bin, miss?" said l jam after one 
taste of a cherry tomato. 

Leaving the classroom, the 
children were asked what kind 
of chocolate bare they liked. 

Twix, Galaxy, Mins, Lion 
bars - the names came rushing 
out. And what kind of fruit? 
Apples, oranges, grapes - then 
the names dried up. ‘T don’t like 
apples, I'd ralhernave sweets,” 
said Mehmet, summing up the 
views of many. 



Is Selina Scott really worth £lm a year? 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 

Sky Television seems to have final- 
ly asked the question that has 
vexed many people for a long time: 
why is Selina Scbtt paid so much? 

The satellite television channel 
has confirmed it & pulling her late- 
night celebrity chat show, The Sen- 
na Scon Show , off air just six-weeks 
after it launched. The programme 
will be hack on air in July with a new 
format and will be given an earlier 
start time in an effort lo lack-start 
the show's flagging ratings- 

One tabloid newspaper reported 

that one of her shows, broadcast on 
17 March, had an audience of just 
fLflOO viewers. 


- Ms Scott was hired last Novem- 
ber bythe Rupert Murdoch-owned 
station amid fanfare and reports in 
the Murdoch-owned press mat she 
was to be.paid flm far the show. • 
It was yet another in along line 
of allegedly well-paid but lcrw-pro- 
fitetel^ionfffesaUmgjobsthatMs 
Scott has taken inn frenetic career. 

She became a national celebrity 
in 1981 when she was appointed a 
news reader on News at 3 in, at a 
time when viewers were still more 
used togravuay than glamour- 
Tforo years latet^ she moved to 
hod the BBC’s Breakfast Time mo-' 
gramme with Rank Bough and has 
continued ever since to move 
around for seemingly ever-’ 
increasing amounts of money, with- 


out anyone being able to say exactly 
why. 

fa the mid-Eighties her pay took 
off when she moved to the United 
States to host an entertainment gos- 
sip show for CBS for a reported Sim 
(£625,000). salary. Since then her 
every job change- from the Clothes 
Show on the BBC to increasingly 
obscure sateDhe channels- has been 
accompanied by reports that rite was 
being paid salaries Of £100,000 or 
£ 200 , 000 . 

A talk-show on satellite’ station 
NBC Supeichannel lasted just n 
year until 19%, then a meeting with 
Sam Chisholm, Sky's bard-man 
chief executive, brought the latest 
chat show. 

For all the money she is report- 


ed to make, indeed perhaps because 
of it, Ms Scon has been dogged by 
suggestions that she is all looks and 
no substance. Her low-brow repu- 
tation was set in 1983 when live on 
television she famously asked Fay 
Weldon, the chair of the Booker 
Prize jury, if sbe had actually read 
all the books being judged. A mo- 
ment the BBC cruelly included in 
its TV Hell programme in 1992. 

Her image was not helped by a 
fawning interview she ccnodnctedvntb 
the American property millionaire, 
Donald Trump, which prompted 
him later to write a letter desoib- 
ing her as “ingratiating" and “inse- 
cure”. Stung by a painful profile in 
1992, Ms Scott tried to defend her- 
self by writing an article for tbe Times 


newspaper. She denied earning 
£300,000 a year from two shows, but 
rather blew her chance of public sym- 
pathy by comparing herself with 
“many other single working 
women”, and pleading: “I have ab- 
solutely no job security ... If I am Hi 
I am not paid I have no company 
pension and no company car." 

In view of this week's news from 
Sky her 1992 article may also have 
created a hostage to fortune: “The 
only real test of talent in television, 
as in the theatre, is the ability to put 
bums on seats. Broadcasting 
organisations are not uniformly 
stupid Cilia Black is ITV*s highest 


audience.” Something 'Much 
Scott no longer seems to do. 



Selina Scott: Show taken off air 


;The richest chat show host in the 
: world is also the most imitated David 
Letterman cut himself a $14m deal 
■with CBS when he mowed from the . 
NBC network. 

1 The best-paid presenter ext British 
TV is C8la Black, whose Blind Date is 
i in its 13th year for ITV and is 
■inefispensabte to their schedule. She is : 
i estimated to make £35m out of her 
; present two-year contract 

rrv has also made mflfionaires of 
Richard Madetey and Judy Finnegan, 
who were reported to make £t5m for 
; the daytime show This Morning and 
the occasional evening interview 
On the BBQ until Michael Parkinson 
' returns, the beet-paid tend to be 
, newcomers. Ruby Wax is reported to 
be on £50000(2 whte Rank Skfrmer 
■ gets £300000 for his show. ; 

Old stagers Terry Wbgan and Esther 
, Rantzen struggle by on a paftry 
E2QQP00 and £350000 respectively. 
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just match it, well beat it by 51. 
©imply call your local travel 
agent, or Hertz, 24 hours a day on: . 

0990 90 60 90 ~ 


PRICE PER WEEK* 

FLORIDA 

£90 

CALIFORNIA 

£116 

BOSTON 

£140 

SPAIN (MALAGA) 

£105 

PORTUGAL 

£118 

FRANCE 

£162 


PLUS GREAT DEALS ON UK RENTALS 



JiofvtJKjfl 

The world’s *1 car renra! company 


v — 









r*r 

■. 7 * 


ews 


IRA brings London to a standstill 


'a 


Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Correspondent 


It was a day of disruption for mil- 
lions of commuters in die cap- 
ital. A meticulously worked out 
and cleanh- executed terrorist 
plan to create confusion boughL 
London's transport system to a 
virtual standstill yesterday. 

Travellers found roads 
clogged, stations closed and 
aircraft grounded by bomb 
threats which targeted major 
transport hubs in the south-east 
of England. 

The warnings, assumed to 
have been made by the IRA, 
were timed to cause maximum 
chaos in the morning rush hour. 
Ai one point the Royal Auto- 
mobile Club described conditions 
on the roads as "some of die 
worst for many years, if ever". 

At the height of the alert 
Paddington, King’s Cross, Si 
Pancras. Baker Street and Char- 
ing Cross mainline and Tube sta- 
tions were closed and the 
surrounding roads and build i n gs 
evacuated. 

According to the RAC, Lon- 
don w as a patchwork of areas 
either packed solid with strand- 
ed pedestrians and jammed 
traffic or cordoned off and eeri- 
ly silent. Trafalgar Square was 
empty at one stage after police 
sealed it off. 

On the M 25 there was a 10- 
mile traffic jam and routes into 
the London from the west were 
gridlockcd. The disruption was 
at its peak at 9am. 

“You have 250,000 vehicles 
crossing the inner London cor- 
don during the peak rush hour," 
Martin Mogeridge, a transport 
consultant, said. “If you tar- 
geted. say. four key points par- 
ticularly in the morning rush 
hour where drivers have no 
choice but to carry on into 
London - then it is relatively 
easy to bring the roads to a 
halt.” 

The first bomb threats - 
using recognised code words - 
were received by local shops and 
hospitals in the centre of Lon- 
don at 6.45am. The earliest 
targets were the capital’s main 
rail termini. 

At 6.49am King's Cross, Lon- 
don's lifeline to the north, was 
dosed. Two minutes later. 
Charing Cross, serving south 
London and Kent, was also 
dosed. At 6 .53, Paddington was 
shut down. Surrounding streets 
were evacuated and buses on 
routes using central London 
streets were all diverted. 

Air transport was the next to 


be targeted. Luton, 30 miles 
north of the capita], was the first 
of the airports to receive a 
bomb threat at 6.52am. It was 
also the last to be back in action, 
reopening at 3pm with flights re- 
suming more than an hour lat- 
er. Two suspect packages were 
found during the search - a 
wooden box which was explod- 
ed by Army bomb disposal ex- 
perts in a controlled situation, 
and a package which proved to 
be harmless. 

St Pancras and Baker Street, 
vital commuter links, were 
closed at 7am. By then the ter- 
rorists had switched targets, 
focusing on sea-faring passca- 
gers. At 7.20am, Kent police re- 
ceived a bomb threat to Dover 
docks. The harbour area was 
closed for 40 minutes for a 
search to be carried out. but 
a gain nothing was found. 

Gatwick in West Sussex, the 
country's second busiest airport, 
was dosed at 7.40am. More than 
4,000 passengers were strand- 
ed in aircraft until the emer- 
gency was over and British 
Airways passenger jets circling 
the skies above the city had to 
be diverted to airports as far 
afield as Southampton, 
Bournemouth and even to Roy- 
al Air Force bases in Kent. 

It was more than six hours be- 
fore both te rminals at Gatwick 
reopened, and then it was with 
only a patchy schedule. British 
Airways did not restart flights 
from the airport until the ear- 
ly evening yesterday. There 
were also closures at Stansted, 
in Essex, and Heathrow - where 
a suspect package was blown up 
by police at 9am. 

The tense atmosphere led to 
many false alarms. London Un- 
derground's Jubilee line was 
dosed for more than 20 min- 
utes, reopening just before 9am 
after a suspect package on a 
platform at St John's Wood in 
north-west London had been 
checked. 

Rail stations outside London 
did not escape. A coded tele- 
phone warning covering the 
three mainline rail stations in 
Watford in Hertfordshire, was 
received at 7am. Watford Junc- 
tion, a busy commuter stop, was 
dosed at 8.40am. Police carried 
out a controlled explosion just 
north of the station, and it was 
reopened soon after lpm. 

It was afternoon before the 
capital's rail network resumed, 
normal services with Padding- 
ton the last of the central main- 
line and Underground stations 
to reopen at just before noon. 
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The South-east in chaos 


LSI 


Out of bounds: Trafalgar Square standing eerily quiet as London was put on alert yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


Brfflsh Airways jets I 
raced to land at RAF I 
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Nation defenceless against 
terrorist disruption tactics 


found at St John* 
Wood Tube station 




Jason Bemetto 

and David McKHtrick 



JuMeeLinej 
dosed I 


The police and security tor- 
vioes are “virtually defenceless” 
against the IRA’s current tactic 
of using bomb threats to disrupt 
the transport network, terrorism 
experts believe; 

At its most simple the strat- 
egy, which is intended to pro- 
duce chaos and disruption with 
little risk of loss of life, can In- 
volve one terrorist telephoning 
a number of targets from any- 
where m the wodd. 

The IRA know that as long 
as the calls include a known 
codeword, the emergency au- 
thorities are certain to respond. 

As Dr Michael ftge, of Brad- 
ford University's Department of 
Peace Studies, explained: “It's 
very difficult to protect transport 
infrastructure. You cannot have 
every signal box and motorway 


bridge manned or monitored. 
The system is virtually inde- 
fensible. 

“We are a free, open, demo- 
cratic country, so we don’t have 
vast numbers of police that can 
be positioned everywhere - its 
virtually impossible to deal with 
this.” 

However, the terrorist tactics 
do have weaknesses that can be 
exploited. Tb ensure their no- 
tions obtain maximum public- 
ity and to maintain credibility, . 
the terrorists need to plant 
some bombs, such as the device 
that went off In Leeds last Fri- 
day. It is while they are being 
placed or during recognisance 
that they risk being identified. 

The use of closed circuit 
television cameras and en- 
hanced public awareness of 
suspicious behaviour are con- 
sidered by the police as two of 
the most important anti-ter- 


rorism tools available. But prob- 


ably more important is the role 
of the intelligence services, par- 


of the intelligence services, par- 
ticularly M15 and Scotland 
Yard’s Anti Terrorist Branch. 

IRA members are unlikely to be 
caught in the act of making a 
bomb threat, but via careful sur- 
: veillance and the use of infor- 
. mam s, active service units can 
be tracked down. 

Dr Page believes the IRA 
might want to change tactics and 
target different forms of trans- 
port such as bridges or tunnels. 
He also speculated (hat it might 
want another “spectacular" hit 
similar to last year's Docklands 
bomb, although this is more 
likely to result in death, which 
would seriously damage Sinn 
Fein’s hopes of entering talks 
with the new government. 

He said: “The IRA likes to 
change its tactics and to be un- 
predictable.” 


David Veness, the Metro- 
politan Police's assistant com- 
missioner with responsibility 
for specialist operations, em- 
phasised that “the security as- 
sumption has got to he that 
there's a threat to human life''. 
Evacuation was not automatic, 
he said, but employed only af- 
ter sophis-ticated assessment 
of the threat 

Dr Richard Clutterbuck. lec- 
turer in security at Exeter Uni- 
versity, said people were ready 
to take a greater degree of re- 
sponsibility for their own safe- 
ty, adding: - ! would like to see 
the police tell us the dangers and 
let us decide on whether we 
want to take the risk or not..." 

Traffic disruption such as 
that caused by the IRA in Eng- 
land yesterday was once com- 
monplace in the early 1990s in 
Belfast, but has not been seen 
on a large scale in recent years. 
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Fig- 6- The principles of Ball Juggling. 
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With BT s ISDN, downloading from the Internet is up to four times cjuicker than 
with an ordinary phone line. Because ISDN is digital, calls connect almost 
instantaneously and graphics can be downloaded much faster. ISDN pricing 
cptcns$tartaiasurprish^lowCl99 , .Rx'clela3s, ^BTBu^nessmwtecfyms 
on Freefone 0800 800 800 now. 
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Parents launch 

fight to claim 
school places 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

Parents of children denied 
places at popular local schools 
while other families cheat to 
gain offers are uniting in ad- 
missions blackspots to expose 
what they claim is the “myth of 
parental choice”. 

Amid evidence that in some 
authorities, hundreds of 10- 
and 11-year-olds have still not 
been allocated places for Sep- 
tember, some parents are pledg- 
ing to keep their children at 
home rather than accept offers 
from distant or low-performing 
schools. 

The anger of new camp aign 
groups being formed to fight ior 
changes to admissions is direct- 
ed at schools and local author- 
ities but also at parents who use 
devious means to snatch places 
in over-subscribed schools. 

The Independent revealed 
last week how councils and in- 
dividual schools were being 
forced to clamp down to catch 
out famili es giving bogus ad- 
dresses within key catchment ar- 
eas or falsely claiming religious 
beliefs to gain admission to 
church schools. 

Parents whose children have 
been squeezed out want new leg- 
islation to overturn the so-called 
Greenwich Judgement which 
obliged local authorities to ac- 
cept children from outride their 
boundaries into their schools. 


Two of the most outspoken 
campaign groups were 
launched last month in Hert- 
fordshire, where around 180 
children have no o ffer of a 

era claim diflcben' 
away as north London and 
neighbouring counties have 
been allocated places while 
their own children face journeys 
to school of up to 10 milea. 

The situation has arisen part- 


DAILY POEM 

Scream 

! By Rupert M Loydell 

j I urge the bookshelf 
I to surprise me, storing 
through familiar spines. 

Taking down friends I've not 
met for a while, I pass over 
names I've ignored before. 

You mention strangers 
I should meet, as jets 

sting the sky overhead, j 

Vieir song interrupts : 

the words' music, ..... ----- 

poems float by unseen... 

The river is swallowing • . . . 

fields, mud settles or is 
tom from the bank. Above, 
the air screams in pain. 

In the swollen current 
everything is undear. 

Tbday’s selection from the Sacred Land Prqeaanthakigy,£arffc 
I Ascending (Stride, £9.50), is by Stride Publications’ 
editor. Sacred Land will be launched tomorrow in Engl a n d 
with a ceremony at St Mary's Church, ‘WBesden, north-west 
London. 


DIRECT LINE INSTANT ACCESS ACCOUNT 


a Direct! 

Savings 

Account. 


Grow - 

~ 

ajm-o jw s- 00 * _ — 

~ *- 

flmmww **** 

Cmg one ofth« numbors b*Ur* for Nfh fcrt- wt 

0181 667 1121 0161 833 1121 


dwectliwT 


0141221 1121 


LONDON 


MANCHESTER ■ GLASGOW 


CAU- ANYTIME Bam to Bpm Mon«l*r to »od 

rTv'Mooxt p°®* m. 

— " CMntmr 


I tarn to 5 pm Sacunfa*. 
hum quoca rwt IND69 

■evfey. 

rMUnkamuaplQ 


Battling for Cheaper 
Car Insurance? 

Is your premium over £250? 

You could cut your costs 

by calling Hastings Direct. 

Bigger cars and comprehensive 
cover is a speciality! 

Call FREE on 

0800 00 1066 
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give pnorily to parents in any 
area who can make a case for a 
school’s suitability for their cMd 
before cons dering applications 
based on proximity. 

NficfaadV&Dez.ctfthe^bifixd. 
and South Herts Parents Group, 
said: “I mid my follow parents 
■ have no problem with schools at- 
tracting pupils from outside of 
the area to improve the standard 
of education available to all but 
that should not happen at the ex- 
pense of local families.” 

A Hertfordshire County 
Council spokesman said the 
authority had done all it could 
to accommodate parents’ wish- 
es and had squeezed 30 extra 
places into its schools. 

A pressure group founded 
last week in ^bndswtwth, south 
London, includes families who 
live less than 500 yards from 
their local secondary school 
yet have no right to a place. 

All but three schools in the 
Conservative-run borough are 


grant and every 

school is either selective or 
: specialist, with three secon- 
daries selecting half of their 
pupils purely on ability regard- 
less of where they live. 

Karen Loughran, founder of 
die Local Education Campaign 
said: “P ar ent a l js a myth 
m Wandsworth. lr is only the 
ar-aHwnv- £jjte or children of 
parents who can afford coach- 
ing for school entrance tests.” 

A ‘Wandsworth spokesman 
said the authority had deliber- 
ately encouraged a range of 
schools in place of neighbour- 
hood comprehensives. Those 
children without offers would 
have places by September as 
parents holdingmore than one 
place TTiatte their final choice. 
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Sharon Allen waits at home with her daughter 
Danielle knowing that she could have cheated 
to win a place at their chosen secondary 
school, writes Lucy ward. 

Sharon and her husband Des, both property 
developers, own two houses Just yards from St 


Albans’ Girls Grammar School, but missed out 
because they used their true home address - 
three miles away - to apply to Hertfordshire 
County Council. With just four months to a new 
school year, Danielle, 11, is among 44 children 
in the St Afoans area still with no offer of a 


secondary school place. Now the Allens, and 
fellow members of a local pressure group, Par- 
ents Charter 1997, are threatening to educate 
their children at home unless a suitable choice 
is forthcomlr^*. 

Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Mayday! 
Mayday! 
It’s too late. 
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Compaq Deskpro 2000 5166 M.1620 

Intel Pentium® processor 166MHz, 16MB memory, 256KB cache 
I.6GB S.M.A.R.T. hard drive with Fault Management 
Microsoft® Windows 95 or Windows 3.1 pre-installed 
Compaq 140 14" SVGA monitor 

Compaq AssetControl via Insight Manager, Comprehensive system security. 


Until the end of April our special promotion prices mean you will pay even less for any 
Deskpro 2000 with a Compaq 140 or V50 monitor. This means if you’re a growing business 
your budgets will now stretch to foster processors and larger hard drives. 

Not to mention even lower long term costs of PC ownership. 

- AD this comes from the number one brand in the world for desktop PCs! I j ! J 
To take advantage of this offer contact your reseller or for promotion details send 1 - - . g 

off the coupon or callus between 8.30am and 8pm (9am-5pm at weekends). Br«R .Ho. 

30TH APRIL Tel: 0990 50 00 20 
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‘Oppression and deceit’ that won police 
the Bridgewater murder confession 


On first day of Hill 
appeal, QC tells 
how crime squad 
put pressure on 
suspect with a 
falsified statement 

Patricia Wynn Davies 

I o ga| Affairs Correspondent 

Police officers at the centre of 
the Car! Bridgewater murder in- 
vestigation combined a carefully 
contrived device of deceit with 
oppression to extract the con- 
fession that led to the jailing of 
the four accused, the Court of 
Appeal was told yesterday. 

Michael Mansfield QC, 
counsel for the late Patrick 
Mo! toy. said the attitude of the 
officers was such that when 
confronted with evidence of a 
falsified statement one. Detec- 
tive Sergeant John Robbins, 
volunteered to -personally pull 
the handle on these men and 
open the trap-door and hang 
them, and he would do it with 
a bacon sandwich in his hand." 

The accusations came at the 
start of the full appeal on be- 
half of the Bridgewater Four 
against their 1979 convictions 
for the murder of the i3-year- 
old newspaper boy at Yew" Tree 
Farm, near Stourbridge, West 
Midlands. 

James Robinson, 63. and 
cousins Michael Hickey. 35, 
and Vincent Hickey, 42, who 
were released on uncondition- 
al bail in February, were present 
in the packed courtroom at 
the Royal Courts of Justice in 
London. Mr MoDoy died in 
19S1 while serving a 12-year sen- 
tence for manslaughter. 

In an extraordinary twist in 
the 19-year campaign to get the 
convictions overturned, the 
Court of Appeal freed the Hick- 
eys and Mr Robinson after an 
independent forensic test, com- 
pleted a fortnight earlier, re- 
vealed that the police had 
falsifie d a signed statement from 
Vincent Hickey purporting to 
implicate the others and shown 
it to Mr Molloy to provoke him 
into making a false confession, 
Mr Mansfield told the three 
judges. Lord Justice Roch and 
Mr Justices Hidden and 
Mitchell, that it had been “care- 
fully analysed” which officers 
must have been involved in 



Comrades: James Robinson (left) getting support from Gerard Conlan, one of the Giddford Four whose convictions were overturned by the appeal court Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


that contrivance and in the op- 
pression meted out to Mr Mot- 
ley, who was interviewed at 
least 30 times over 31 hours at 
Womborne police station, 
Staffordshire, m the run-up to 
his “confession.” During the 
interrogation he denied 
involvement 80 times. 

The QC said ail the officers 
were members of the Regional 
Crime Squad Number Four and 
the members responsible for 
Mr Molloy were headed by De- 
tective Inspector Geoffrey Turn- 
er. He deputed the since 
discredited Detective Constable 


John Perkins, who died in 1992, 
and Detective Constable Gra- 
ham Leake to interview Mr 
Molloy. The team also included 
DS Robbins, who was stationed 
outside the cell where the in- 
terviews took place, and Detec- 
tive Sergeant Dennis V^Iker. Mr 
Mansfield said many other more 
senior officers in the Stafford- 
shire police may have known 
what was going on in the small 
Vfomborne station, in particular. 
Detective Chief Inspector Wes 
Watson, who was there for much 
of the relevant time. 

Mr Molloy consistently in- 


sisted up to his death that po- 
lice had shown him a statement 
under caution, which no longer 
exists, on whidi he read Vincent 
Hickey’s name. It was the fal- 
sification of this statement 
which ultimately led Mr Molloy 
to make a confession - con- 
tained in the now infamous ex- 
hibit 54 - and led the Ctown to 
announce two months ago that 
it would not contest the appeal 
Describing the build-up of 
“oppression" prior to the ex- 
traction of the confession, Mr 
Mansfield told the judges that 
crucial interviews were con- 


ducted in the cells, not in the in- 
terview room. “We say this was 
no coincidence. It was intend- 
ed to provide an atmosphere of 
isolation and claustrophobia." 

The majority of the interviews 
conducted by the crime squad 
officers were not entered in the 
custody record. This was no mi- 
nor omission or administrative 
mess, the QC said. “The officers 
based at this police station, 
possibly going up as far as DCI 
Watson were turning a com- 
pletely blind eye to what the re- 
gknial crime squad were doing." 

One of the “ploys to break 


MoDoy” Mr Mansfield said, was 
to “plainly and bhmfiy disbelieve 
the denials and assert from the 
beginning that he [Mr Molloy] 
committed this murder, that he 
was guilty ... and that nothing 
short of a confession, it least to 
presence at the farm, would do.” 
The most important ploy of 
all was to hint mat others had 
“grassed him up”. Interview 
records showed DC Perkins 
telling him: “Do you see what 
we are getting at, Pat? You are 
on the brink of no return, the 
no-options position.” 

The appeal continues. 



Carl Bridgewater: Paperboy 
murdered at Yaw Tree Farm 
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jail threat 
in Iraq 
arms case 

Kathy Mark s _ — 

A former editor of Thelnde- 

bad not known of an order fry 
a judge restricting the use of 
confidential documents crucial 
to the quashing of the convic- 
tions of four businessmen m an 

arms-to-Iraq case. , 

lan Hargreaves told the Lord 

Chief Justice, Lord Bingham, 
that he had believed the now- 
paper was acting within the 
law in reproducing fragments of 
two of the documents m a re- 
port on the men’s appeal. 

The Attorney-General is 
seeking to have the newspaper 

fined for contempt of court for 

publishing the excerpts. .Mr 
Hargreaves, together with Chris 
Blackhurst, the senior reporter 
involved, faces a possible prison 
sentence. At the Court of Ap- 
peal hearing in November 1995, 
the convictions of the four men, 
who ran Ordtech an arms tech- 
nology company, were over- 
turned on the grounds that 

vital documents had been with- 
held from their defence by the 
Government. . . 

The men were convicted m 
1992 of exporting an assembly 
line for manufacturing fuses for 
long-range artillery shells to 
Iraq. Senior ministers signed 
Public Interest Immunity cer- 
tificates to prevent the disclosure 
i to the trial of the documents, 
which revealed that Paul Grecian, 
bead of Ordtech. had been work- 
ing with the security services. 

Philip Havers QC counsel for 
the Attorney-General, argued 
yesterday that Mr Hargreaves 
and Mr Blackhurst must have 
been aware that when the former 
Lord Chief Justice, Lord Taylor, 
ordered in July 1995 that the doc- 
uments be made available to the 
d efe n ce, he had directed that 
they be used only “in connection 
with the proceedings". 

The Independent argues that 
Lord Thylor at no stage made 
a formal order with sufficient 
clarity to bind the press. 

Mr Blackhurst told the court 
that he too had been unaware 
of the July 1995 order, and said 
he had not read the newspaper 
cutting in which it was report- 
ed. The case continues today. 
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Now you can buy the amazing MESH Elite 
Ultima for only £1149 + VAT. 

This fantastic system features full multimedia 
and Internet access PLUS a TV Tuner with 
Teletext and Video Capture. 

This offer will end on April 26th. so don't miss out 
CaH MESH Sales now on 0181452 1111 Delivery 
is within 5 days* and there are 3 ways to pay*. 
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PC Direct Best Buy 


“For the money you’d be hard pressed 
to find .i better deal" - Dec 96 


Computer Shopper Best Buy 


“Stunning. The MESH system ix 
feature packed and at a very 
competitive price. What more could 
you ask for in a PC.*” -Oct 96 


Computer Buyer Award Winner 


“In terms of ihe best balance in features, 
presentation and performance. «.e 
unsurprisingly award the MESH our 
Best Bus" .Oct 96 
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I f you're planning to set up a new business in 
the near future we’d like to help you. Lloyds 
Bank can offer you ail you need to get started. 
And you’ll feel more sure of success when you 
know you can rely on getting the kind of help 
and support your business needs. * 

O 

By listening to what oar customers H 
want, we’ve developed a range of 1 

business services to help people like you. 4 


■ 166MHz Intel Pentium Processor with 
MMX Technology 

■ 16 Mbyte Fast EDO RAM 

■ 1.7 Gb Fast Access' E-IDE Hard Disk 

■ 512Kb Pipeline Burst Mode Cache 

■ 2Mb 5GRAM ATI Rage II 3D Graphics 

■ 2Mb ATI TV Timer, Video Capture A 
Teletext with TV Oat (PC to TV) 

1 IS" SVGA Colour Monitor 

■ 12 Speed CD ROM 

■ Creative Labs SoundMastor 16 

■ Stereo Amplified Speakers & Aerophone 

■ 28,800 Fax/Modem with Pfpex Internet 
Access & M-Me 

■ Windows 95 keyboard & Microsoft mouse 

■ Windows 95 & Lotus Smart Sufte 97 

■ Accent Express Multilingual Word Processor 

■ NEW Microsoft Encarta 97 


Bumflsd free with the MESH EJHn 
Ultima is PagaPfus from Sertf - 
tii a easiest Desktop Publisher 
everl Perfect for small business 
and home users It indixtes more 
than 100 design wizards, 7000 clipart Images, 
100 fonts and a graphic browser. 
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In a recent Forum of Private Business 
Survey, Lloyds Bank came out ahead of all the other 
major high street banks on 15 out of 18 service 
categories. So you’ll be in good company and safe 
hands with Lloyds Bank. 

We are here to help you get your business 
up and running, The first step is to invite you to calk 
to someone who’s interested in you and your ideas. 


9* 


Call the Lloyds Bank Business. Start Up Hotline 
on 0345 00 33 77. We’ll arrange a no obligation 
discussion with one of our experienced Business 
rm Banking Managers local to you. They’ll talk you 
through things like your business plan 
p marketing strategies, financing, grants and 
m our business start-up package. This indudes 
J ways of helping with book keeping, sales 
* prospecting and debt collection and your first 
n- year of banking is freet. And if you need extra 
finance, they'll teU you about our attractive fixed 
interest rate starter loans. 

Call 0345 00 33 77 today and we’ll 
also send you a FREE Penguin 
Small Business Guide. It's the 
handbook to starting a b usines s 
and it's already sold over 
<50,000 copies. 


lake the iirsi step towards a business of vour own 


• Mai 430 HX PCM system tart * Dual Oaml Faa Erttred 
ceewatto * 2 fa 5 t 5 end. IparafcH fil one pons •L 44 Mb 35 ‘ 
Ropur Dim O AS sftware & pe-raatal and suppled cn maw 
meda forepf Pipet mtemef access aid fef-Mei 







COMPUTERS PLC 

MESH House, Apsiey via/. London NW2 7HF 
Tel: 0181 452 UllFax: 0181 208 4493 
E-mail: &ate3@<nesnpic.co.uk - 
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Twitchers 
plan to 
ruffle 
feathers 
with new 
militant 
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Pout McCann 
and Wiciiolas Schoon 

The cozy binoculars and 
cagouJes image of The Royal 
Society for the Protection of 
Birds is on its way out. Britain’s 
sfaah-laigest charity wants to 
relaunch itself as a more mili- 
tant and campaignin g environ- 
mental organisation embracing 
younger supporters. 

“People think of us as a 
slightly cuddly birdwatching 
club/' said its public affairy 
officer, Paul Lewis. u But we 
want to be seen for what we are, 
a campaigning environmental 
organisation” 

With 967,000 members and 
plans to sign up its millionth this 
year, the society is a larger and 
wealthier organisation than the 
UK arms of Friends of the 
Earth and Greenpeace. It has 
a country house headquarters 
in Bedfordshire, huge areas of 


Members of the RSPB Include: 
Michael HeseJtine, Kenneth 
Clarke. Sir David Attenborough, 
the television game show host 
Bob Hotness, Joanna Lumiey, 
Niyj Hawthorne, Richard 
Briers, bill Oddle, Vic Reeves, 
Julian FettlfetLjsa Goddard and 
David Suchet 


Alan Murdoch 

Dublin 

Charles Haughey, the former 
Irish prime minister, was se- 
cretly paid £l3m by the head 
of one of Ireland’s leading su- 
permarket chains to help meet 
huge personal debts, a judicial 
tribunal in Dublin was told 
yesterday. 

The payments, made be- 
tween 1987 and 1991 according 
to counsel for the tribunal De- 
nis McCullough, had been 
traced through accounts in Ul- 
ster, London, the Isle of Man, 
the Cayman Islands and Dublin. 

Mr 'McCullough was sum- 
marising evidence to be heard 
by the tribunal following alle- 
gations of extensive payments 
to politicians by Ben Dunne. 
Until 1992, he efifccuvely had 
sole control of his family s cloth- 
ing and supermarkets group 
with an annual turnover now 
dose to £lbn. 

The revelations led last No- 
vember to the resignation of 
transport minister Michael 
Lowry who received payments 
estimated by Dunnes at 
095,000, partly' ft>r wetfk for wj 

stores. But the cash channelled 

S nicnnediancs to Mr 
, who retired as 
in January 1992 and 
from the Dail in November the 
same year, helps explain on& dJ 
modem Ireland's great intrigues. 
Taoiseach four rimes between 

« ... J 1 Htn lYNIllri Kith" 


om how his ministerial salary 
could sustain his regal Irfeswfc, 
large mansion, estate, thor- 
oughbred riding stables and 
private island with holiday 
home off the Kerry coast. 

The tribunal was also told 
there would be evidence tbatbfr- 
sides the payments arranged l V 
Mr Haughey's banker, Dcs 
TJ»ynor, and Mr Dunne s com- 
pany solicitor Noel Rat, three 
bank draft* with a combined ^ val- 
ue of £ 210,000 and made out m 
fictitious names were handed 
personally to Mr. Haughey by 
Mr Dunne in 1991. . 

Mr Taynor, who died in 
1994 was both an accountant 


reserves and mote than 900 staff 
around the country. The small- 
er green organisations might 
envy these assets, but they ' 
one thing the RSPB is cb 
- a younger supporter base 
25- to 40-year-olds. . 

‘“We’re trying to give the 
RSPB a harder, younger edge,” 
said Robert Thnsey, strategic 
planner of the society’s adver- 
tising agency Pubhcis, which 
yesterday unveiled anew, hard- 
er edged poster campaign- “The 
current membeish^} tends to be 
slightly right of centre, over 50 
and rather bine stocking.’' 

Even the society's celebrity 
members tend to begetting on 
a bit Liam Gallagher, was a 
member of the society’s Young 
Ornithologist Club, but is nor .* 
among the society’s adult mem- 
bers- Damon Albarn of Blur is 
a birdwatcher too, but the 
society does not have him down 
as a member. 

Barbara Young, the organi- 
sation's chief executive, em- 
phasises that the RSPB’s roots 
are in campaigning: “We were 
founded to take on the feather 
trade for women's hats in the 
last century.’’ These days it j 
campaigns on issues as diverse 
as refonning the EU's Common I 
Agricultural Policy to make it ! 
more wildlife-friendly; over- 
fishing in the North Sea; and 
stopping water companies and 


Feathers ruffled: Bird towers’ traditional, rather easy image (Photograph: Brian Ham's) and .right, the barbed wire bird’s nest created for the latest advertising 
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with Mr Haughey's firm, 
Haughey Boland, and subse- 
quently head of Guinness Ma- 
hon bank in Dublin. The 
payments began after Mr 
Traynor, a dose friend of Mr 
Haughey’s, had contacted Mr 
Fox, a key ally who had helped 
secure Mr Dunne's release af- 
ter an IRA. kidnapping m!981. 

Mr McCullough -sud Mr Eck 
was rung for Mr Thrynor Who 
said he had “a significant busi- 
ness problem”, which he un- 
derstood to mcan that it related 
to MrHaugbey. Mrlfaynor in- 
dicated he wasattemptmg to as- ■ 
semble a group of benefactors 
who would each pay £150,000 : 
towards earing Mr Haughey’s 
debts, then pur at £700,000. 

' Mr Dunne, when informed, 
suggested it would be better for 
Mr Haughey if be (Mr Dunne) 
put up the entire amount to pre- 
vent the matter becoming pub- 
lic. Asked by tribunal counsel 
Michael Collins about the idea 
of five or six people providing 
money, Mr Dunne quipped 
-Jesus Chris t had 12 apostles 
»nd one of them crucified trine” 
The tribunal revelations em- 
anate from disclosures of wide- 
spread payments to politidans 
made m legal documents for Mr 
Dunne during a 1992-93 fami- 
ly dispute that preceded the- 
break-up of the Dunnes Stores 

controlling trust. - 

Mr Dunne’s brothers and 
sisters bought out his sha re of 
the compare for a reported sum 


of £l50m alter an emoarrassmg 
scandal in which Mr Dunne 
tried to jump from an Orlando 
hotel balcony after a drink and 
cocaine session with a cag-gm. 

After Mr Dunne left tire 
firm, letters were sent to Mr 
Haughey by Dunnes lawyers 

when - under newmanagement 
-the company sought return of 

ils money, the tribunal was. 
told. Mr Haughey wrote m re- 
ply denying he received funds 
{torn either Dunne; or a relat- 
ed company and masting he had 
not benefited from any un- 

P *T?Ie Siring a expected to 
continue for several weeks. 


fanners taking excessive quan- 
tities of water from rivers and 
aquifers. It has even cornmis- 
sioned a study on eco- taxation; 
bow the cost of car tax discs 
should be varied according to 
how much pollution a car pro- 
duces. But aS these campaigns 


have the ultimate common 
theme of conserving wildlife, 
including the birds. 

PubHcis has built a lOft-wide 
bird's nest made of barbed wire 
in Norwich for the launch of the 
.campaign. It plans a nation-wide 
poster campaign based on this 


s triking image , vchkh tymhpltfy* 
humanity's threats to many of 
pur native species. Even the 
sparrow's population has halved 
in two decades, probably on ac- 
count of changes in farming 
practices. 

"Our research has found that 


people in their late twenties and 
thirties think a lot more about 
the environment because they 
are starting to have children, 
said Mr Thnsey. “We’re tar] 
ing them with the nest idea 
cause it plugs into their own 
‘nesting’ instincts.” 


The RSPB is also conducting 
a national direct-mailing re 
cruitmen! campaign, to try to at 
tract its one millionth member. 

The charity already receives 
£24m a year in donations, mak- 
ing il Britain's sixth-weal thiest 
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ABBEY NATIONAL 

5.00 % 

GROSS PA 








It may be decision time, but there's really no contest. 

Our new account, Platinum Plus offers outstanding interest rates. 

On amounts of £2,500 or more its rates cannot be beaten by any top ten build' 

ing society branch based notice account; 

So, if you're looking for a candidate which stands out from the rest, 
visit your local Alliance & Leicester branch today. 

We are sure you'll agree that our Platinum Plus account is worthy of your vote. 
For details of your nearest Alliance Sr Leicester branch, call 0800 412 214. 

■ ALLIANCE 

■ LEICESTER 


Termsvid conditions: 'Source: Bley's Guides, Comet as at 27 April 1997. Withdrawal terms and conditions vary from account to account. AB interest rate comparisons are based on the inclusion of any bonuses and are for the best 
paying branch based UK high street notice account from the providers referred to. Interest rates shown are for balances of £100.000. Interest rates quoted are variable and gross. For the Platinum Plus account withdrawals are allowed 
, after 90 days' notice, or immediately subject to 90 days' loss of interest on the amount withdrawn. Minimum opening balance £2,500. Interest paid annually or monthly on request. Different interest rates apply to monthly interest. The 
interestrate bonus of 050% gross p*.wUix payable providing no withdrawals or transfers haw been made during the 12 months prior to the anniversary of the account being opened. The rate of 6.40% gross p.a. shown includes 
this bonus. Interest wffl be payable net of Income Ux at the rate determined by the Inland Revenue (currently 20%), or subject to the required registration gross. Additional tax will be payable ff you are a higher rate t a* payer. Interest 
ir calculated daily from the day following receipt up to and including the day before withdrawal, except for cheques where It is calculated from the fourth banking day following receipt (Saturdays, Sundays and Bank HoEdays are not 
banking days). Maximum Investment with Affiance fit Leicester is £500.000 per individual. Full terms and conditions available on request. Affiance & Leicester pte. Registered Office: 49 Park Lane, London, W1Y 4EQ. Company No: 
3263713- Registered in England. Authorised as a bank pursuant to the Banking Act 1987. Member of the British Bankers Association. 
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To celebrate our birthday, we’re offering free film for a year. 


The first birthday of the revolutionary 
Advanced Photo System could hardly 
go unnoticed. Leading the 
celebrations, and the market, ^ 
are Fujifiim Fotonex cameras. 

a 



With the choice of . three picture 
sizes per shot, simple ‘drop-in’ 
film loading and an index print for 

^ easy viewing and re-ordering, you 
couldn’t ask for more, until now. 



We’re giving away £50 worth 
of free film with every Fotonex 
zoom camera. That’s one 
feature you’d be mad not to snap up. 
For more details call 0800 106 022. 



AT-TWBD. 


FUJIFILM 

SIMPLY MORE ADVANCED 

Available white gift pack stocks last from Dixons, Boats, Argas, Jessap, John Lewis, Tecno and Fuji Camara Centres nation-wide. Supplied as a single gift pack with 12 Fujicdor Nexia films. Contents of gift pack may vary. 
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yes 


mi 


Coin ftuwn 

B «as*iand 
Wyhwiy Bovins 

-fofe* Major yesterday used The 
Irukpendent , &- survey of Tbiy 
cOnpituencies to repudiate the 
poHs, while senior Labour 
sources accepted their lead was 
n W as great as the pollsters had 
been saying. 

Both party leaders are now 
pacing Europe at the head of 


over 


their ■ campaign agenda , claim- 
ing high poll ratings on the erao- 
subject, but ii was The 
Independent's survey of con- 
stituencies that concentrated 
minds on the uncertain state of 
the campaign. 

Mr Major told sixth-form 
pupils .at- Leeds Grammar 
School that the opinion polls 
.wereMnsertsicaL Challenged to 
say whether he believed gen- 
uinely that the Tbries could 


win the election after trailing so 
far behind Labour, Mr Major 
said; “Yep, I do.” 

He said: “The Independent for 
terestingly . enough actually 
chose to go out to the margin- 
al seats, knock on a few doors 
and talk to people itself rather 
than just rely on opinion polls. 

"Everyone will find out on 
May 1, but 1 can tell you I’ve 
foagtt quite a few elections now 
and what is happening on the 


doorstep is not reflected in the 
opinion polls. . 

“The polls are rubbish. "Four 
days beforfethe last election all 
the polk Crowed me behind by 
7 to lOpercenL 1 actually won 
. fay 7. per cent." - . 

Senior Labour sources said 
last night that The Independent 
findings did not unduly concern 
them, as t^jeftr own pealing sug- 
gested a lead of “more than 10 
points, bpiless than 20". 


“We err on the side of cau- 
tion and we "have never said that 
our- lead was anything like , the 
20 .or 25 per cent that some of 
the pollsters have been saying,*’ 
he said 

Labour’s own research sug- 
gests that support is holding up 
well in key marginals. 

However, the research also 
shows thqt the party's commit- 
tment to' hold a referendum on 
a single currency was not get- 


ting through. “The. trouble 
about Europe is that, until now, 
people have only followed It as 
a matter of Toty division." said 
one leadership aide. 

“Our hope is that people 
will take more notice during the 
last week' of the campaign and 
our message will gpi across. 

“One area where we have 
been pleasantly surprised is in 
the support we appear to be get- 
ting from older people. 


“But we feel we still have to 
do mare work on getting young 
people to vote. 

“At the moment, they switch 
on their television - especially 
the BBC - and they /ust see 
politicians slagging each other 
off and that promotes the feel- 
ing that all politicians are as bad 
as each other" 

One Conservative campaign 
manager said earlier that Eu- 
rope was providing the party 


with its biggest lead among 
the voters, which explained 
why the Prime Minister was 
so willing to divert from a 
press conference on grammar 
schools to talk about Europe 
yesterday. 

Mr Major told his main elec- 
tion press conference; “I think 
the honest heart of the Con- 
servative Party beats in tunc 
with the heart of the British 
nation.*' 


pledges to 

haltEU 
; reform 

CoUn Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 

John Major last night dashed with Jacques 
San ter, the President of the European Com- 
mission and committed the Tbries to 
putting a brake on moves to a federal Eu- 
rope at the Amsterdam summit 
tn strongly Euro-sceptics tones, the 
Prime Minister coupled his criticism tif Mr 
San ter with a sustained and personal assault 
on the credibility of Tony Blair’s claims to 
be hosted by the electorate. 

Mr Major hurriedly redrafted a speech 
to a rally in York to highlight his rejection 
of Mr Santer’s earlier remarks that insti- 
tutional reform with more majority voting 
was a way of getting out of the trap of a vi- 
cious rirde of paralysis. 

"1 disagree. Unlike the Labour leader, 

2 wiUvetotfit is right for Britain. IwflJkeep . 
my feet on the brakes. Mr Blair would go 
to Amsterdam and pul his foot on the ac- 
celerator to a federal Europe." 

Earlier, Mr Major told a BBC Radio 
phone-inprogramme that Mr Santer’s re- 
marks “absolutely reinforced the fears" Mr 
Major had raised a few days ago at a press 
conference on the Amsterdam summit 
“I do not believe there is an appetite for So 
integration in Europe, with more of the de- 
cisions taken in Wtestmihsier to be taken in 
Brussels ... I don't want to integrate anyfor- 

because they pla^^mto the Tbiy election 
strategy of raising Europe as a weapon with 
which to beat Labour. 

Before the last minute changes. It was 
clear that Mr Major had intended to use Sa 
his York speech for the most general assauh Bn 
so far on Tbny Blair's leadership. He 
ridiculed Mr Blair on Europe but consid- Jac 
erably widened his attack to Mr Blairs past , pn 
record on CND, the sale of council hous- Bri 
es, tax cuts, granl-maintained schools, pen- str 
sions, wider share-ownership and tougher see 
sentencing. dot 

!“If Mr Blair has been so wrong in the J 
past, people can not trust him now to pro- “dt 
tcct our interests in the future, , he, 

“He could have chosen Margaret Thatch- poi 
er. He chose old Labour, can there ever oih 
have been a more stunning misjudgment in 1 
the histoiy of politics?" fe? 

Mr Major said that Mr Blair had accused was 

him of making a fetish out of being isolat- uni 
ed in Europe. “It is not isolation, Mr Blair, vet 
It is called British national interest, be' 
I would rather make a fetish out of pro- tec 
tccting that than, like you, surrendering," • 1 
said Mr Major. „ . , P®* 

He added: “It is high time Mr Blair apol- abe 



Soapbox oratory: Tbny Btafr talking to crowds in Chester yesterday (Photograph: David Rose)- Below: John Major with Leeds Grammar School pupils Ptxjtogr^)h: Tom Pilsfcm 
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Sarah Helm 

Brussels V 


Jacques Santw,the Eoropean Commission 
president, yesterday stepped into the 
British election campaign by launching a 
strong counter-attack against Euro- 
sceptics who he scorned as “prophets of 
doom” 

Euro-sceptic voices were attempting to 
“demean” Europe's considerable successes, 
he said, and were intent on “scoring cheap 
points by caricaturing our legislation and 
our institutions”, be said. 

Mr San ter, speaking in the Nether- 
lands, attempted to veil his attack by crit- 
losing Euro-sceptics “everywhere" in the 
union, in the full knowledge max to inter- 
vene directly in the British debate would 
be viewed by all parties as unacceptable in- 
terference m national affairs. 

• However, Mr San ter, and other Euro- 
pean leaders, have clearly been taken 
aback by the virulence of Britain’s anti- 
European fever, an d the timi ng of Mr San- 
ter’s broadside is not a coincidence. There 
are deep fcare among Britain’s partners that 
whichever party wins on lMay.it wiD find 
itself shackled to an anti-European agen- 


the better place it is today. It is time for Mr are deep fears among Britain’s] 

Blair to say sorry for getting it wrong time whichever party wins on lMa; 
offer time. itself shackled to an ahti-Eurt 

The Prime Minister’s attack was echoed da for the foreseeable future. 

K alm Rifkrnd, the Foreign Secretary, . . Brit ain^ pa rtners are paiticuteriy afrasjv 
j- “The Brussels vision of Europe that if British anti-Europeamsm is whipped^ 
[jsturb ingl y similar to that of the up any further, far-reaching plans for EU 
Party an end to the veto; a job-de- refcamfio be agned at Amsterdam in June, 
employment chapter, and more could be scuppered by a British veto, 
to the EU Parliament - all part of lb Wtick the new treaty -would be “cat- 


EU to the east. Greater majority voting 
and integration must be agreed at 
Amsterdam if the EU is not to move into 
“gridlock". 

“Those who criticise, do they know 
what they are talking about? Do they have 
an equally stimulating alternative? If so 
what is it?” asked the Commission presi- 
dent The EU was not devised by “hostile" 
or “alien” feugeeg but by member govern- 
ments, he 

Mr SanterWfrgned “doom merchants" 
who present monetaiy union as a threat to 
national sovereignty. 

~ lb morrow the European Commission 
will publish a report showing that the new: 
euro-zone will be the biggest trading block 
in the world -bigger than both the dollar 
and the yen. 

The report will highlight more dearly 
than ever the potential danger to British 
economic interests if the country stays out 
of monetary unionJBritain is likely to find 
itself isolated on the world economic 
stage, the report suggests. 

“Let me ask how much sovereignty will' 
be left in a highly integrated world econ- 
omy with fluctuating exchange rates? 

“Rather than being confused by erratic 
speculation and uncertainty, citizens should 
be informed about die changes to come, 
&&out the advantages which the euro will 
W9& for them, as consumers, savers, work- 
eisSbr tourists. 

“I lfetronvinced that the enrovrill bfc 
there ma 1999 onwards. Economic and 
monetary amtfewxD not be delayed.” 

*-■ Mr Earn, page 14 
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Patriotic 
Blair sets 
out global 
vision 

Steve Boggan 

Tony Blair presented his credentials as a 
leader in Europe and the rest of the world 
yesterday during a keynote speech heavi- 
ly laden with patriotism and references to 
Britain’s past greatness. 

He contrasted his firm leadership of the 
Labour Party with John Major's inability to 
influence events in Europe. Declaring him- 
self the enemy of isolationism, Mr Blair 
committed labour to leading the European 
Union from within and to expanding it east- 
wards in a spirit of co-operation - “not as 
some giant and centralised European 
superstate run from the centre". 

Being inside and leading the EU was the 
only way forward for Britain, he said. 
However, that did not mean selling out 
Britain’s interests. “I am a British patriot 
and 1 am proud to he a British patriot. 1 
love my country. I will always put the in- 
terests of my country first The Britain in 
my vision is not Britain turning its back on 
the world, narrow, shy, uncertain. It is a 
Britain confident of its place in the world, 
sure of itsel£ able to negotiate with the 
world and provide leadership in the world." 

He added; “Century upon century it has 
beenthedestinyofBntaintoleadotherna- 
tions That should art be a destiny that is part 
of our history. It should be part of our future.” 

On Europe, he said a Labour government 
would would resist “European 6tites" pro- 
. grossing too quickly. Andne said he would 
enter the international government con- 
ference in Amsterdam in June with five key 
priorities for the development of the EU. 

■ To remove the remaining trade barriers 
of the single market 

■TO promote enlargement to the East and 
to ensure integration of Cyprus and former 
Eastern bloc countries. 

■ To reform the common agricultural policy. 

■ To tackle unemployment and promote 
flexible labour markets in Europe. 

■ Tb promote a more co-ordinated Euro- 
pean foreign policy. 

Mr Blair's audience at the Bridgewater 
Hall in Manchester was supposed to con- 
tain diplomats and ambassadors from more 
than 70 countries, but it was depleted by the 
disruption caused by yesterday's IRA bomb 
threats. Those who attended heard the 
Labour leader pledge to beef up Britain’s 
defences, reform the United Nations sec- 
retarial, lead within Nato, increase overseas 
aid and encourage trade around the world. 

“The British people want to count for 
something in the world They would be 


in the UK's international stature would in- 
evitably mean a smaller part on the world 
stage. A reduced life of this kind has been 
the lot of many peoples living in countries 
that were once groat But It should not be 
ours. What is really at stake for Britain is 
the outlook for future generations," he said. 

A number of foreign journalists felt that 
the speech smacked of imperialism and did 
not reflea the view of Britain seen from 
abroad. Most foreign diplomats were herd- 
ed into a private function after the event 
and sent wont via Labour press officers that 
they were not in a position to express an 
opinion on Mr Blair's view of Britain as 
world leader. However, Mooen Naim, act- 
ing High Commissioner at the Pakistani em- 
bassy, said his vision was encouraging. 


THE HURRIED VOTER'S GUIDE fa 
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elections 


Problem of 
image for the 
ideal Labour 
candidate 


Jojo Mayes 


Barbara Follett should be an 
ideal Labour candidate- She is 
credited with transforming the 
party's image, made a laudable 
attempt in Emily’s List to get 
more women into Parliament, 
and has an exemplary history in 
voluntary work. 

Yet since the 54-year-aid 
wife of milli onaire author Ken 
Foiled first entered the British 
political fray, she been dis- 
missed as a “Labour Iuvvie” and 
“champagne sodalisT, derided 
for Entity's List, and branded 
Labour s lipsticked colour cod- 
ing candidate. In short, she 
has an image problem. 

Ms Fbliett is resigned to bad 
press. Her years in South 
Africa, where her first husband 
was assassinated, have left her 
with substantial body armour. 
“One of the thing s that turns 
women off politics is what they 
cal] public scrutiny, which, when 
when you get down to it, is pub- 
lic misrepresentation," she says. 
“It doesn't bother me, because 
you gel to feel that there’s a 
truth and even if you're being 
misrepresented it shouldn’t 
touch you.” 

What irritates her more is the 


invariably accompanies her and 
her fourth husband [who has 
postponed his bestsellers to 
write her press releases]. “I nev- 
er even drink champagne. I 
can't drink - it makes me £0/* 
she says. “I’m more a cappuc- 
cino socialist-” 

As for FoDett-as-imag&guru: 
“It was a tiny part of my life ... 
I did it because it was probably 
necessary and it's much more 
about what Mother said before 
you went out - have-you-got-a- 
dean-hanky type stuff... I gave 
it up after four years, because 
it was actually so boring." Af- 
ter two previous attempts to get 
a seat, she spent the past two 
years campaigning for Steve- 
ige, Labour’s 37th target seat. 
When the Fallens bought a 
cottage in her prospective con- 
stituency, she faced accusa- 
tions that it was simply a 
springboard to a parliamentary 
career. She admits: “It’s not the 
most obvious place for me to be. 
People see me as a rich bitch in 
a poor town ... they’ve got this 
ridiculous image.” But she says 
she and Stevenage have much 
in common, not least because 
it is populated by those who un- 
derstand what it is to be an out- 
sider. *Tm not doing this for me, 
but for my children, grandchil- 
dren and because at heart I'm 
a reformer." she says. “Having 



Barbara Follett: Dubbed a champagne socialist, even though she does not drinK Photograph: Peter Macdiarmid 


money - or having Ken’s mon- 
ey - doesn’t define me, it just 
gives me more time. Tm lucky.” 
A swing of only 2.66 per cent 
will return Stevenage to Labour 
for the first time since Shirley 
Williams was defeated in 1979. 
“We’ve done about 88 per cent 
of the (66,000) constituency 
and we’re now re-canvassing. 
We'd done 20,000 by last night." 
Her daughters say she ap- 
proaches politics like she ap- 
proached clearing out their 
rooms. She starts at 6am, reels 
off voters' concerns in statisti- 


cal order of priority - “jobs, ed- 
ucation, housing, health ..." 
jokes about her “inefficient” 
doorstepping and plans her 
schedules on daily and weekly 
grids. 

“This is a place that has suf- 
fered dreadfully under the 
Tbiies in the last IS years. It has 
suffered job losses equivalent to 
five pit closures,” she says. 


[ have houses for their chil- 
dren, and jobs, and they feel 
very betrayed.” She wears a 
union badge given to her by one 


of the new town's original 
builders - “some of the best men 
I've ever met”. 

Locally, at least. Ms Fol- 
letfs approach appears to be 
paying off. In last week’s poll 
die was 27 per cent ahead. Now 
even the traditionally Conser- 
vative Old Tbwn turns up sup- 
porters. Karen Leverington, a 
mother of two, decided Ms 
Follett “had her finger on the 
pulse” when she saw her peti- 
tioning for their rail services. 
Stevenage, she said, wanted 
someone who really “stuck up” 


for the town - “and she would.” 
This is where Ms R>Detfs 
blanket canvassing makes 
sense; those who have met her 
generally support her, those 
who haven’t still deride her. Ei- 
ther way, no one can say she 
hasn’t tried. One is left wiih the 
feeling that her campaign team, 
by guarding her, are actually do- 
ing her a (hsseivice - something 
reiterated by Mrs Levering- 
ton. “You know, if more peo- 
ple only spoke to her then 
they’d know what she’s really 
tike.” 



EC ban on 



Sarah Hefan 

Brussels 

and Fh» Abrams 

The European Commission is 
to tighten the blockade against 
British beefby reimpodoga ban 
on gelatine. 

The move, expected to be 
tabled at a Commission meet- 
ing tomorrow, will embarrass 
John Major, who hailed theiift- 
ing <jf the ban almost ayear ago 
as a “victory”. 

lb date, the only success for 
the Government in its efforts to 
lift tire ban has been the easing 
of restrictions on the export of 
beef products, gelatine and se- 
men. Gelatine is used in a wide 

range of food products and in 
many cosmet ics . 

Now even this small success 
looks fikety to be reversed *ith 
the rennpQsrtion of the gelatine 
ban. However, several member 
states, led ty Germany, were op- 
posed to any easing of the ban. 

F-rrrmfl Bn ninn the Consumer 

Affairs Commissioner, now 
firmty believes there is cause to 
fear that gelatine could be con- 
taminated with bovine spongi- 
form encephalopathy (BSE). 

Franz Fischler, the Agricul- 
ture Commissioner, isexpect- 
edtosnpport the move When he 


on further 

measures to combat BSE in the 
European Union. 

The worldwide ban on 
British beef and beef products 

.was imposed in March last year, 

provoking Mr Major’s fury. 

The Prime Minister rejected 
bis partners’ claims that the 
widespread presence of BSE in 
British beef meant a ban was 
necessary to protect public 
health, proposing instead to 
fight the ban with a policy of 
“non-co-operation.” 

However, far from securing a 
lifting of the ban, the ploy an- 
gered other European leaders, 
souring relations on several 

Svnts and undkrnnrune Britain's 
position in the crucial talks on 
European reform, which will 
rewrite the Maastricht Treaty. 

At key stages of the cam- 
paign, Britain found the Com- 
mission to be an ally. At first it 
jported the lifting of the 


on the evidence then available. 

Now Brussels is taking a 
tougher line. Officials are dis- 

feSure*to take adequate mea- 
sures to eradicate BSE in cat- 
tle and to ensure that products 
such as gelatine are protected. 
Action has already been tak- 


en topreventBrii^fftett^. 

porters using w f e *^ JjjSi 

feet and Commi^onoffimb 

say consumers on ^ Continent 
3n rest assured that po mfect- 
ed British gelatine is cuaUatnjf 

However, the Comnussoa s 
expected to propose that only 
a political decision to ram- 
p(KC the blanket ban will be to- 
tally foilsafe. 

The beef ban has cWemy 

household in Brirarn £160 - the 
equivalent of two pence on in- 
come tax - Labour claimed 
yesterday. In an attack on. the 
Government’s handling of the 
crisis, the party said it had cost 
at least £5 20m in exports. Con- 
sumption of beef at home had 
dropped by 363.000 tonnes be- 
weSl99S and 1996 and 28^00 
jobs had been threatened. 

Labour’s food, agriculture 
and rural affairs spokesman, 
Gavin Strang, said he had still 
not had answers on where cat- 
tie with BSE had been bunco 
in the early years of the crisis. 

The Government had decid- 
ed not to send the agriculture 
minister, Douglas Hogg to a 
Council of Agriculture Minis- 
ters meeting in Brussels yes- 
terday. Instead, it had sent 
Lord Lindsay, a Scottish junior 
agriculture minister. 


MEDIA WATCH 


Ministers loom large 
in Labour’s fright night 


Paul McCann 

Media Correspondent 


Last night’s Labour election 
broadcast proved ft’s not just the 
Tories who know how to get 
down and dirty in a negative 
election campaign. 

Most of the broadcast was 
Composed of aH image guaranr 
teed to^ngjiteo voters: 3btyealy- 
met ministers. ** 

As the strains of Elgar’s 
“Land of Hope and Glory” - 
long the Conservatives' confer- 
ence doting standard - built to 
a dimaxwe saw ministers look- 
ing pleased with themselves, 
and not just anyministers. For 
the first timein the election, all 
the child-frightening ministers 
made it on to prime-time tele- 
vision: the Michaels: Howard, 
Forsyth and Portillo. 

. ‘Tuti imagine what the Tbries 
would do with another five 
years," a voice warned. 


The broadcast then went on 
to press a series of negative “hot 
buttons' that would have made 
the Republican election guru 
Lee Atwater proud. 

First we saw grainy images of 
hospitals beds in comdors as on- 
screen text told of 50,000 few- 
er nurses. As “Land of Hope 
anAGlory” continued to build, 
the canrerao^tjowofried look- 
ing old people, the oo -screen 
message said old people’s 
homes would be sold by the 
lories, but the implication was 
veiy much that they really 
would sell your granny. It cut 
bade to grinning ministers just 
to underline the point. 

Surveillance camera footage 
of drug dealing and bag snatch- 
ing were used to make the 
Tories’ record on crime scary. 

And children were used to 
contrast with the horrid, gloat- 
ing Tbries. Sweet-faced school- 
children looked worried about 


their chance of getting into a de- 
cent school. Tire we had an im- 
age that made Fitz the bulldog 
look like subtlety: a little gjri of- 
fering her mum a tin of beans 
only to have her mum put them 
back because the lories have 
put VAT on food. .. . lfJK 

“No one could be safe and 
nothing could stop them,” said 
the screen and we were shown 
a thief with face disguised 
smashing a car window with a 
hammer. Perhaps he was meant 
to be another cabinet minister. 

By now, “Land of Hope and 
Glory” had built to such a fever 
pitch any confusion in the mind 
of viewers about its intended 
irony had probably been over- 
taken by an urge to hide behind 
the sofa. All it needed was Ann 
Widdecombe in a SS uniform, 
but unfoTtunatety it went out 
with a whimper a sand castle 
carrying the Union Jack was 
toppled by a wave. 





The new HP LaserJet 6P. At 8 pages per mihiite, it’s fast. fM 


HEWLETT- 

PACKARD 


If there were a speed limit 
for printers, the new 
HP LaserJet 6P would be 
under arrest It prints 
8 pages per minute. 

Its first page is out 
in under 20 seconds. 

And its infra-red (IR) port 
is 10 times fester than its 
predecessor, so 'print and 




shoot’ wireless printing 
is even quicker. The 
HP LaserJet 6Pis also 
fitted with HP’s advanced 
technologies. . 
Our new printer 
language, PCL6, 
enables complex graphics 
to be processed and 
printed quickly. Resolution 


Enhancement techhoi^^^ 
gives you the highest v. . = 

quality output AndpaperV) 
handling is more versatile , 
" than ever, with a total ' 
input capacity of 
350 sheets. And for a 
breathtaking perfcumance, 
we suggest a diet of ; ; ; _ 
HP Supplies, our range of t 




^■tfenspaFendes, 
-film Mdtoners. So,what 


Golikeacat out of hell to 
your® stoc 
For more details, call HP 
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Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 

Senior Conservatives are con- 
cerned that the party could 
become embroiled in an ugly 
and dama g i n g battle for the 
party leadership if John Major 
goes down to defeat in next 
week’s election. 

While a number of Cabinet 
ministers are already position- 
's themselves for leadership 
battle after the election, some 
party grandees are considering 
how best to avert the anarchy 
that would follow if Mr Major 
decided to stand down in the 
immediate aftermath of a 
Labour win. 

Some of the Prime Minister* s 
friends would advise him to do 
just that - leave his own party 
in the lurch. Jet them fight ft out, 
and, possibly, destroy the par- 
ty's chances of returning to 


office for another decade. Oth- 
ers are putting the future of the 
party before their loyalty to Mr 
Major, and are considering an 
appeal to urge him to stay on 
for as long as possible in a move 
to give the party time to settle 
down and make a mature judge- 
ment about its long-term future. 

A number of senior Conser- 
vatives would prefer Mr Major 
to stay on as leader until the 
autumn. This would give the 
new intake of inexperienced 
MPs time to measure the qual- 
ity of the contenders for the suc- 
cession and to reflect on the 
mistakes that bad been made 
during the campaign. 

Some Tbiy moderates suspect 
that John Redwood's support- 
ers would prefer an early con- 
test, in order to ‘bounce’' him 
into the succession. 

But the very idea that he 
might be helping Mr Redwood 


could be enough to keep Mr 
Major from a precipitate res-, 
ignarion. 

Yesterday's London Evening 
Standard reported that a “Save 
John Major” group of ministers, 
including Giffian Shephard, die 
Secretary of State for Educa- 
tion, and two Northern Ireland 
Office Ministers, Sir Patrick 
May hew and Michael Ancram, 
were considering an appeal to 
get Mr Major to steeT the 
party into calmer waters. 

Naturally, Tory officials were 
quick to dismiss that notion be- 
cause it smacked of defeatism 
at a time when party managers 
were arguing that the party 
was making something of a 
mid-campaign comeback. 

There were suggestions at the 
weekend that attempts were 
also being made to prevent a 
right-wing “coup” on the exec- 
utive of the backbench 1922 


Committee. The chairman of 
the 1922 committee executive is 
a key figure in the timing and 
management of Conservative 
leadership elections. If so dis- 
posed, he could help fend off a 
challenge until the autumn. 

Speculation has been so rife 
about plots that Mr Redwood 
spoke c«t ai the weekend, deny- 
ing he was already preparing for 
a swift [post-election strike. 

While no minister would be 
foolish enough to set upa for- 
mal campaign and risk getting 
caught red-handed - close con- 
fidants of the leading con- 
tenders are making discreet 
preparations (or all the even- 
tualities. 

The one thing that some 
contenders do not seem pre- 
pared for is a Conservative vic- 
tory, with Mr Major staying on 
for another five years as prime 
minister. 


One of his friends told The 
Independent this week that if 
that happened, a lot of con- 
spirators could expea to get 
their come-uppancc and be out 
of the Government without 
much ceremony. 

There is undoubtedly a kit of 
anger in the Major camp about 
the disloyalty that has been 
shown during the campaign 
and by the trouble that has been 
caused by senior figures such as 
Kenneth Darke and Michael 
Howard, who have this week 
been in open conflict. 

Mr Major has repeatedly re- 
fused to confirm that any of his 
ministers will retain their Cab- 
inet scats after the election. If 
he is elected, a general purge is 
possible, under cover of giving 
younger people a chance of high 
office and preparing a new gen- 
eration. for party leadership in 
the millennium. 


Union leader 

i 

suggests 
Labour tried 
to gag him 


Stephen Goodwin 

The leader of one of Britain’s 
biggest trade unions disclosed 
yesterday that he had come 
under pressure not to attend this 
week’s Scottish TUC confer- 
ence. 

John Edmonds, general sec- 
retary of the GMB General 
union, did not name the source 
of the pressure but his clear im- 
plication was that it came from 
the circle around Tbny Blair. 

The Labour leadership has 
tried to distance itself from the 
centenary gathering of Scottish 
trade unionists in Glasgow, 
fearing that hardline demands 
on nationalisation and waiters? 
rights would frighten , the 


6 It was 
suggested to me 
that I might 
plead other 
engagements 
rather than come 
to Glasgow? 

electorate and hand the Con- 
servatives a propaganda gift. 

Mr Edmonds' performance 
was just the son New Labour 
had hoped to be spared -Speak- 
ing in support of a motion ad- 
vocating nil! employment, a 
four-dav week and collective 
ownership of industry, he was 
critical of Gordon Brown’s de- 
termination to hold to public 
spending totals to the limits set 
hy the present Government. 

“The aspirations of the 
British people cannot be met 
through the narrow economic 
limits set by the Tory chancel- 
lor,” he said. While Mr Ed- 
monds welcomed the use of a 
windfall tax to invest in job cre- 
ation, he went on: “1 suspect 
pretty soon that a Labour gov- 
ernment will also have to in- 
tervene directly to stimulate 
investment and’ require indus- 
tries to train their staff. 


More emt 
Labour leadership i 


for the 
ian the 
views of a trade uni cm leader 
described in the past as u a di- 
nosaur” was Mr Edmonds' 
suggestion of an attempt to 
gag him. 

“Some of us have not been 
doing much public speaking 
during the lari few weeks. It was 
suggested to me that I might 
{dead some other engagements 
rather than come to Glasgow,” 
be said. When questioned lat- 
er, Mr Edmonds did not deny 
that the suggestion came from 
the Labour leadership, or from 
its advisers. 

There was some comfort for 
Labourwhena call by the pub- 
ticservice Union XJnison {Scot- 
land) for a national minimum 
wage of SO per cent of median 
male earnings was manoeu- 
vred off the agenda. - 

The formula would have set 
a minim um of £4.42 an hour, 
well above any figure that Mr 
Blair could approve. - 

Rodney Bickeistaffe, Uni- 
son's general secretary, said he 
was “disappointed” that the 
demand had been dropped 
from the agenda but it did not 
change the union’s position, 
which would put its case to 
Labour's proposed Low •Pay 
Commission. 

The conference also slightly 
moderated a demand far the re- 
nationalisation of the railways. 
And it overwhelmingly reject- 
ed a call for the repeal of all 
Conservative anti-trade union 
legislation. A motion from the 
RMT rail union had called for 
the “complete renationalisa- 
tion of the whole railway in- 
dustry” within the first term of 
a Labour government Howev- 
er, after lengthy backroom 
wrangling, the wording, put. to 
the conference simply called on 
a Labour government to “es- 
tablish a dear timetable for the 
return of railway companies to 
public ownership”. . 

The wording would allow 
Labour to concentrate on 
strengthening the existing reg- 
ulatory framewoxk without im- 
mediately committing vast sums 
of money to renatkmalisation. . 
Existing passenger franchises 
could be avowed to run for then- 
full contractual term. 



Michael Portfllo, Secretary of State for Defence, pauses during a visit to Bond Helicopters 
hi Pfymotith yesterday his second visit to the naval port in a month Photograph: Raul Slater 
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Old feuds may give Labour a Norfolk seat 

_ ^ — *— ^ —* _l——_ — <L. L.Ml.C.14 

Limn News 


In 1812 Spencer Perceval was 
given an unenviable place m 
the history books when he 
gamed the dubious honour of 
being the first British print® 
minister to be assassinated. 
The man who ensured Mr 
Perceval’s immortality - w 
print at least - was John 
Bellingham, a merchant. 

Bellingham lav in wait for 
the British Prime Minister m 


for this conflict is the con- 
stituency of North West Nor- 
folk with Roger Percival who 
despite the different spellmgis 
a descendant of Spenaar, firing 
die tofiof the Referendum .Par- 
ty and Henry Bellingham 


the British Prime Minister m J *® under the banner of come litteredw 
the cortiiois of the House of Parole noli 

Commons ami shot him dead theC m ^ 1812j contro- daws, elecmdr 
ht» «/nlkt*d down for a com” As trunks offer ti 


— — 

as he walked down for a com 
mittec. . . _ 

Due mainly to imprison- 
ment in Russia, Bellingham 
had toa his fortune in Europe 
and had become fiirious after 
Perceval had refused to make 
good his losses. 

Nearly two centimes ana 
several generations later, the 
descendants of the two pro- 
tagonists are in conflict again. 
The battle place and pnze 


versv is centred on the subject 
ofEurope. But this time 
roles are reversed wilhRogcr 

Perceval ihe assassin lurking m 

the wing? ^dy 10 * B ®5**?J 

increasingly nervous Henry 

^UouUbe emergence offfic 
Referendum Party m North 
West Norfolk it seemed 


satssaw 


fends with a 1LS64 note ma- 
jority. Now a high profile Ref- 
erendum Party campaign, 
heavily backed hy a King's 
Lynn businessman, has thrown 
open the contest. 

North West Norfolk has be- 
come Uttered with Referendum 
vie notices as shop win- 
fectricky poles and tree 
trunks offer the constituents 
any thin g from freedom of des- 
tiny to a “last chance to renuuo 
British.” 

Former true-blue Conserv- 
atives have been able to defect 
to the Referendum Party safe 
ra the belief they are not hav- 
ing to support, or more im- 
portamfyabandma 
politicalwing. 

In fact this supposedly apo- 


litical political party seems to 
have roused its support from 
passions that encapsulate and 
incorporate a not uncommon 
mix of right-wing xenophobia 
and nationalism. 

It is this unspoken right-wing 
perspective that makes the 
Referendum Party the perfect 
alternative for loyal Conserv- 
atives who want io make a one 
off protest - for they are not 
having to protest about their 
own belies but instead about 
the actions of their fellow be- 
lievers. This means the Refer- 
endum Party’s task is simply to 
preach to the converted and re- 
assure them their beliefs are 
correct 

There is, of course, a third 
leading figure who takes his 


place on the battlefield of 
North West Norfolk. 

This is Che quiet figure, un- 
til recently, of Labour’s Dr 
George Turner and it is he who 
could gain the ultimate prize 
from me assassination of Mr 
Bellingham’s election hopes. 
Labour needs a 9.5 per cent 
swing to win. The underlying 
right-wing nature of the Ref- 
erendum Party helps to ensure 
traditional and potential 
Labour voters are kept in the 
fold so that (he votes lost to the 
Referendum Party are in the 
main Conservative. 

This ultimately means Mr 
PerdvaJ's assassination attempt 
on Mr Bellingham combined 
with the national swing to Tbny 
Blair may unwittingly give 
Labour the seat A result few 
in North West Norfolk would 
have truly anticipated? 

Jonathon Hartley 
of the Lynn News 



by Aanonymous 


aiky sal next to Mrs 
Candidate for the 


C 

i cman hands from time 
W -Jr io time when he 
thought it appropriate, or when 
he felt the piranhas were 
watching. He also felt ft would 
be impolite of him, sitting next 
to this pleasant, chocolate-dad 
woman, not to salute what her husband was 
saying; although, to tell the truth, he didn’t 
feel very much like applauding at all 
Irony had always been one of Sarky's 
strong suits, his smallest glance freighted 
with tons of the stuff; hence his nickname. 
Big Al bad coined it after watching the 
video of Snow White with one of his children 
- this virion of little bearded men bad put 
him in mind of the party’s compact ana 
hirsute foreign affairs chief, and the man’s 
reputation for barbed wit and impatient 
intelligence had suggested the name. The 
Prodigies at headquarters (many of them 
victims of the famous score) had taken to it. 
and everyone now knew him as Sarky. 
Everyone but himself. 

He was certainly intelligent enough to 
appreciate irony when he was 
ItS Victim; as he Was light nOW. mmmmmma 
For the speech that the 
candidate was delivering to 
the vast sound-deadening 
modern auditorium this 
morning (only in an election 
campaign could you fill half a 
concert hall with foreign 
diplomats and television 
crews at 10 in the morning) - 
the speech that he was now 
politely nodding along to - 
was an implied reproach to 
almost everything be had ever 
thought about international 

affairs. Or, indeed, about 

leadership. 

Key lines punctuating the 
speech hit him at regular intervals, like slaps 
across the bade of the head. “We believe in 
strong defence ... our armed forces are the 
most admired in Europe ... defence will be 
built on our national nuclear deterrent ... 
we strongly support Nato enlargement.” 

And 1 am a British patriot, I put my 
country first” 

Surbiton Man needed reassurance, and he 
was getting it But, thought Sarky, there was 
surety a difference between telling readers 
of the Daily Mail that the country was safe in 
your hands, and this almost bravura donning 
of the gaucty armour of the defunct Iron 
Lady. There was something vaguely 
masochistic, disturbingly sexual, about this 
conversion. The candidate was getting 
pleasure out of it; pleasure that was eluding 
Sarky. Masochism, even his worst enemies 
agreed, was not one of his faults. 

This odd tone might have something to 
do, Sarky mused, with the candidate’s 



notion of leadership. His 
disdain for the Grey Man's 
weakness was real enough. 
Sarky had sal next io him 
during Commons Question 
Time and had fell his 
neighbour's body go rigid with 
contempt. “1 don’t hate him,” 
the candidate hud once said, *T 
just can’t stand watching him 
squirm. He was given this high office - this 
immense responsibility - and he fritters it 
away. Frankly - and I know it's uncharitable 
to say it - he disgusts me.” Even the 
hilarious campaign adventures of the 
Bohemian novelist were taken by the 
candidate's team as being indicative of a 
lack of Tbry moral fibre. There was no 
“self-control”. 

Sarky was not so sure. Was not the Grey 
Man's true problem that he led a party 
genuinely divided in two about its own 
future? Could it really be the case that this 
historic fissure was purely the product of 
persona] weakness, of one man's 
wimpishness? He thought not. 

This concentration on leadership led him 
back to the key unanswered question. Was 
the candidate a saviour or a 
mmmmmmmmmm—mmmm IDOnSter? Did he honestly 

_ __ _ . believe (as this speech 

m Kev lines suggested) that he had 

^ single-handedly saved the 


punctuating: the party with the assistance of 
r , , . _ . Friend Bobby and the 

speech hit him at ^PP 01 ? of his children? 7 

r 1 said I woidd transform the 

regular intervals and / have. - what 

° _ _ about those years when the 

11 KP SlapS Welshman had toiled away, 

, facing down the Trots, 

across the back squaring the barons and 


of the head? 


losing elections? "Every 
objecth v? I set in creating a 
new party. I have achieved. ” 
What, alone? A biblical 
prophet come to 

judgement? 

Was this simply a piece of necessary 
election hyperbole, designed to contrast 
the unknown record of the candidate 
with the all-too-familiar one of Che Grey 
Man - or did he and the retinue actually 
believe it all? 

Sarky was no saint. He desired power as 
much as anyone else, and thought that he 
deserved to exercise a nice big chunk of it. 
He was not Ego’s enemy. But he did not 
imagine that serving in the Iron Lady's 
cabinet had been much fun; and even now 
he had no idea what to expect. Whs the boss 
committed to open government, 
consultation, co-operation and radical 
policies? Would he quickly despatch Friend 
Bobby to a ministerial nunnery? Or was he a 
charming and dangerous megalomaniac, 
who would reward his courtiers? 

Sarky turned to Mrs Candidate and 
smiled. “Interesting speech,” he said. 
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Tories plan parental choice over grammars 


Fran Abrams and Judith Judd 

Parents would decide whether they 
wanted a grammar school rn their 
town, ministers said yesterday - but 
only up to a point. The next Con- 
servative education secretary would 
decide whether or not local de- 
mand for selection was strong 
enough to justify it. 

Announcing details of how the 
Prime Minister’s plans for a gram- 
mar school in every town would work 
the current secretary of state, Gillian 
Shephard, made it clear that schools 
would have to make a case to her in 
order to go selective. 

The Prime Minister said yesterday 
that the process by which a com- 


Shephard says schools would have to make case to her in order to go selective 


would be similar to the process for 
opting out - that there would be a 
parental ballot. However, aides 
made it clear later that it would be 
up to the school’s governors whether 
they wanted to hold a ballot or not. 
They could also decide whether or 
not to consult parents in feeder pri- 
mary schools about whether or not 
they wanted their local secondary 
school to be a grammar. 

Mrs Shephard would not specu- 
late on wbar would happen if all the 
schools in an area applied to be se- 
lective, as comprehensives in Brom- 


ley have done, but an official said lat- 
er that she would be likely to choose 
two or three rather than allowing all 
to go ahead. 

Yesterday’s announcement also in- 
cluded plans to give local authority 
comprehensives more control over 
their budgets, with councils being 
forced to hand over all the money 
apart from that needed to carry out 

statutory obli ga tions a »ch a* p lanning 
and running welfare services. Under 
the reform, schools could own their 
own biddings and be the official em- 
ployers of their own staff. 

Announcing the moves, the Prime 


Minister said they would give state 
schools an independence and free- 
dom they had never had before. 
There would be no return to the 
eleven plus, he said, but there would 
be an increase in diversity. 

“Doctrinaire Labour councils 
won’t be able to stand in the way. We 
just want more good schools dial are 
all aiming; to oner the best, and we 
want more choice in education for 
parents and more variety for pupils,” 
he said. 

Labour attacked the plans, saying 
they would mean secondary moderns 
in every town and that they also high- 


lighted splits in the cabinet. There 
had been plans to offer financial in- 
centives to new grammar schools un- 
der the government’s specialist 
schools programme, but these were 
dropped after an internal dispute. 

_ David Blunkett, Labour’s educa- 
tion spokesman, said the proposals 
would mean many more children 
would be unable to go to the school 
of their choice. 

“They would deny most parents 
the opportunity of good schools. In- 
stead a' small group of parents could 
decide to deny to other children the 
same choice and oppor tunities which 


their own children have, he said. 

John Sutton, general secretaiyol 
the Secondary Heads Association, 
aid the plans were profoundly un- 
jemocratic “The parents of poten- 
tial future pupils and ihe parents oi 
pupils at other schools will have no 
jay in a matter which directly affects 
their children’s future.” 

Margaret TUltoch of the Campaign 
for State Education, the parents 
pressure group, said thatsupport lor 

r Urfisf K falling 


fZ^JrLr cent m favour and a 
W sluwcd 54 per 
-Tarre pw ■ „ ^ foil selection. 

"M^D^^onanof.hc 

n X"er Miller, president of (he 
ie&Heods^l^d 
inw selecting the top 20 or jo per 
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nade worse by any increase in^st- 
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Party leaders 
quizzed on 
race issue 


Anthony Bevins 

Political Editor 


Phddy Ashdown has warned that 
French -style National Front racism 
could occur in Britain unless politi- 
cians provide a lead in opposing iL 
The Liberal Democrat leader says 
in an election interview with ZEE 
TV. a satellite and cable channel that 
specialises in Asian affairs: “There 
are those in the Conservative Party, 
including some rather high-profile 
figures, who have talked about play- 
ing the race and asylum card. 

“It may deliver them votes but it 
could unleash the most unholy con- 
sequences. There is a role for politi- 
cians to lead and set examples. 

“If they duck out on this issue then 
they will find Lhe issue devours 
them, instead of them being able to 
be the instrument that stops iL” 
But in a separate interview to be 
broadcast later this week, John Ma- 
jor goes out of his way to defend 
Nicholas Budgen, successor to 
Enoch Powell in Wolverhampton 
South-West, who has taken a lead- 
ing role in opposing any further re- 
laxation of immigration law. 

Mr Major said that Mr Budgen’s 
views had been misunderstood. 
“Like me he sees a place in the Con- 
servative Party for people of differ- 


ent ethnic backgrounds,” the Prime 
Minister said. 

Told that the Tories were not seen 
as 'Asian friendly”, Mr Major said; 
“1 am sorry if some Asians feel that, 
because it certainly isn’t true. The 
Conservative Party is open to every- 
one whether they are Asian, British, 
Chinese or Caribbean. If they think 
like a Conservative and share the Con- 
servative philosophy they will be wel- 
come in the party. Asians make a huge 
contribution to the UK and I would 
like to see more Asian MPs 

He said: “The Asian culture and 
other cultures have sunk deep into the 
British way of life ... The old shib- 
boleths and fears that people raised 
have gone and people now work, 
cheek by jowl with Asian neighbours.” 

But a survey to be published in 
London’s Time Out magazine to- 
morrow suggests that hardly any 
black Londoners believe Mr Major 
is sincerely concerned about the is- 
sues affecting them. 

The survey found that only 25 per 
cent of those who responded thought 
he was concerned, and one-quarter of 
the 18- to 35-year-olds believed that 
he may even be a racist. More than 
half of those in the Time Out survey 
were not registered to vote and of 
those who were, one in five said that 
they would not be voting on 1 May. 


Ashdown’s martial 
art Mis to dent 


Coe’s hunk appeal 


Barrie Clement 


The soldierly Paddy Ashdown has set 
female hearts aflutter during the 
hustings - well at least those of a 
certain age. 

Yesterday he failed to impress 
cighi-vear-old Lucy McMahon of 
Stilhians Primary School near Truro, 
Cornwall Invited to contribute her 
political opinions (o a class poster, 
-GOVERNMENT - WHAT WE 
THINK”. Ms McMahon ventured : 
“You should only vole for rich or 
hunky men." 

Asked whether Mr Ashdown fit- 
ted the hill she smiled, declined to 
reply, hut said Sebastian Coc did. 
The former athlete lives in the vil- 
lage ami is the sitting Tory MP for 
the constituency. 

Perhaps the most controversial 
comment, however, came from the 
whole of class three. “We think 
there should be more people tike 
Rolf Harris." they said. One young 
classmate, called Morwenna, wrote: 
“I don’t think children know what 
they are talking about, so should not 
vote." So. people who are 18 years 
old and over do? 

.An emerging right-winger called 
Kirsten demanded thaL “people 
should stay in prison longer”. She 
showed a degree of political edeti- 
cism. however, by siding with the 
anti-hunt lobby: “People who kill 
animals for fun should be put in 
prison for a year." 


Later, Mr Ashdown showed ad- 
mirable restraint when a ferret ap- 
peared behind him' on a wall as he 
was interviewed on television. He 
said the creature was the most pa- 
tient and docile he had set eyes on. 

Elsewhere in Cornwall the cam- 
paign to elicit support from the 
younger generation got dirtier by the 
minute. 

The Conservatives even offered 
children a ban on homework. In 
another outrageous ploy, they 
promised that a reformed child ben- 
efits system under a Conservative 
government would cut out the mid- 
dle man, namely parents. 

The “mock election” at Saltash 
Community School is not for the 
politically squeamish. 

One Tory poster, put up in a school 
corridor, was craftily coloured Lib- 
eral Democrat yellow and pro- 
claimed: “The Liberal philosophy - 
you worked for it, now we will lake 
it; a vote for the Liberal Democrats 
is a vole for higher taxes; the Lib- 
erals would rob you of your earnings 
- why not rob them of your support?" 

Conservative supporters, who 
mysteriously failed to appear during 
Mr Ashdown's visit to the school 
whether through boycott or diktat of 
the head teacher, had so far refrised 
to lake the posters down. 

Perhaps the school philosophy at 
Stilhians Primary should be taken on 
board by politicians of all hues: “Be 
honest, own up and don’t tell lies.” 



Essex woman travels from Kowloon 


to the Valleys in search of votes 


A cold wind knifin g down the South 
Wiles valley seemed to spur Maigrit 
Williams, the Tory candidate with the 
highest moun tain in Britain to climb, 
to greater efforts. 

She was out seeking elusive sup- 
porters in Tredegar, the heart of tne 
Blaenau Gwent constituency, which 
in 1992 returned Labour's Llewellyn 
Smith with a majority of more than 
30,000. “I hope you can support me 
on 1 May," shoppers were told 
hopefully as they headed down 
Commercial Street 

Commercial Street was, in name 
at least, an appropriate locale for Ms 
Williams to canvass. She was for 
some time an investment consultant 
based in Hong Kong. Bom in 1964 
at Southend-on-Sea in Essex, she 
lived in Germany for a while, and 
then served as a councillor in the Tbry 
flagship borough of Wandsworth, 
south-west London, before 
embarking on a journey that seems 
fated to end up as an“Essex Woman 
Routed by Valleys Man” story in 
the local paper, the Gwent Gazette 


Candidate chases elusive support in Blaenau Gwent against a 
Labour majority of more than 30 , 000 , reports Tony Heath 

to which she used to contribute a cal authority where there is a soli- “I used to vote Tory, but they’ve 
column. tary Tory councillor among the 42. - " got such a weak leader in John Ma- 

The area is saturated with re- Iona Pettic tamed aside, com- jor that I expect I’ll switch to 
minders of radicalism. The Tredegar men ting: “The Tbries have done ‘ Labour,” Sharon Jenkins, a lively 33- 
Workmen’s Medical Aid Society, a precious tittle for the Valleys since year-dd nailing her son, Greg, 7, and 
service built with the pennies of min- Thatcher got in. They’ve got no daughter. Lawn, 5, towards Tesco’s, 
ers and steelworkers, was the inspi- chance here.” said briskly, 

ration for the National Health A retired education welfare qffi- She offers other local figures 

Service, set upbyAneurin Bevan, the cer, Arthur Morgan, spoke with the from another jpditicaJ culture asrole- 
local MP from 1929 to 1960. Four authority of his 79 years. “The Tory models, naming Sir Geoffrey Inkin, 
huge stone pillars on a hillside com- candidate will get between 2,000 and who made the kam i kaze run in the 
memorate the man and his works - 3,000 votes,” he forecast. 1979 election against Michael Foot 

three represent the towns of Trede- Brian Reardon, cousin ofTrede- now chairs two quangos, the Cardiff 

gar, Ebbw Mile and Rhymney and the gar snooker star Ray Reardon, lost Bay Development Corporation and 
fourth and largest, Bevan himself. his job in 1989 when Markham the Land Authority for Wales, net- 
Ms Williams passes it frequently coEiery, a few miles outside the town, tmgnearty £70,000 a year, 
but is unlikely to pay it much heed, was closed. His file of job applica- Then she^ paused, and added: 
Her undoubted energy and commit- tions is a couple of inches thidc. but *And there’s Jonathan Evans.” 
men t qualifies her as one of Baroness in seven years he’s only worked for Jonathan Evans? He was born in 
Thatcher's doughty fighters. six months. “One post in a residen- Tredegar, became Tory MP for 

Not every passer-by accepted the tia] home paid£L6Q an hour. Ybtfve next door Brecon, and Radnor in 
blue-bordered leaflets promising to got to have a degree to become a .1992 and is defending a majority 
expose allegations of waste in the lo- caretaker round here,” tie joked. of 130. 


Mr Smith, a Labour left-winger 
who took over as MP five years ago, 
when Michael Foot stood down, is 
understandably confident. He said: 
“What makes me sad is the way prob- 
lems created by Tore policies are de- 
stroying proud communities.” 

He collected 79 per cent o£ the 
vote in 1992 and interest today 
centres on how many votes Ms 
Williams can collect alongside the 
shares of the Double Democrats 
Geraldine Layton and Plaid Cwm- 
ni’s Jim Criddle. 

Ted Hickey has been a stalwart of 
the local Tory Party for more than 
25 years. A Dunkirk veteran. Justice 
of the Peace and proud holder of the 
MBE, he summed up the prospects: 
“We are flying the flag. That's what 
we're doing.” 

Tory standard-bearers come and 
go in the Valleys like migrant birds. 
Ms Williams is studiously non-cum- 
mital about her future. Commercial 
Street again or Kowloon? “Lets wait 
until the election’s over. You see. I'm 
fighting to win,” she said. 


HOW I WILL VOTE; SIR CLAUS MOSER 


Blair i s a man I can totally believe in, like Gaitskell 



How will you vote? 

Labour. What I have seen of the 
campaign so far has impressed me, 
though 1 didn't need further con- 
vincing that l passionately want a 
Labour government, both because of 
the vision of Tony Blair and his col- 
leagues. and also because I long for 
a competent government. 

When we Interviewed you in 1992, 
you were one of frie few people 
who praised Mr Blair specifically. 
Mr Blair himself is a man I feel I can 
totally believe in. rather as I used to 
believe in GoitskclL 1 think he has 
amarvelloustcam.lt looks very good 
to me. 


don Brown’s pledge to stick to 
Conservative expenditure levels? 
I think Gordon Brown is right to start 
with very care fid policies. He wfll ob- 
viously have to find some addition- 
al taxes, even if not income taxes, in 
order to bring off the promised ed- 
ucation committments. But I think 
that can be bound within present 
public expenditure figures. 

In these areas I hope to see con- 
siderable changes in policy very 
quickly, certainly demanding more 
public expenditure. I think that 
there are possible savings in social 
services and defence, and that’s 
what I'd be looking for: the brave 
changes in policy. 


Are you at all uneasy about Gor- How have you viewed Conserva- 


tive education policy over the 
Iasi five years? 

There's no doubt that education has 
became more of a priority, even for 
the current government; mat’s good 
news. I look to a Labour government 
to keep it as a top priority together 
with health. Mr Blair has promised 
that. 

I want to end teacher-bashing, 
which has continued, even under the 
present Government, with regret- 
table backing from the inspectorate. 
This partly explains the appalling 
morale of the teaching profession. 

When I was a boy in Berlin, my 
father said to me once: “If you're 
clever and able enough, you might 
get into school teaching". I long for 
the day when that can be said in 


Britain. Above all, we have ah edu- 
cation system, after all these years 
which is for the top 10 to 20 per cent 
or children, perhaps the best in the 
world; and tor the bottom 20 to 30 
per cent, totally unacceptable. 

The single overriding priority for 
Mr Blunkett and Mr Blair must be 
to improve the lot of under-achiev- 
ing pupils and schools. That would 
cost quite a bit of money, so that’s 
my big priority. Of course there are 
other priorities in nry mind. Not least, 
I hope that Labour will give culture 
- as it should be callled- a deserved 
high priority. 

Third is Europe: a government 



[say 


we should stop being parochial and 
just be truly European. 1 would also 
like us to take more care of the Third 

World, with the appalling misery of 
millions of people there. 

Ybu said in 1992 ftat you were tak- 
ing the opinion polls with a very 
large pinch of salt Are you doing 
the same this time? 

J had great doubts about the polls last 
time. I don’t any more. They are veiy, 
very sophisticated now. I haven’t the 
slightest doubt that Labour will win. 
I think it will be quite a big majori- 
ty. Nor do I share the view of the so- 
phisticaled chattering class who say: 
“Oh, we hope it won’t be too big a 
majority". I hope that it will be ab- 
solutely massive. 


I long for a day whe 
have to think of Michael 1 

LiUey.MrFortiUo.andK 

as Our leaders. I just thin! 
for our time. 

There arc some Cu 
™ have mure liberal an 
stole views; I greatly respi 
Clark, Gillian Shephe 
some respects the Prim 
but some of these peo 
want to see again. Unit 
in opposition - 1 think 
them good. 

You have no doubts s 
ing forward to 2 May? 
No, I m longing for iu Th 
majority the better. 
Interview by Ben 
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international 


rides out the storm 


.4 


****** Cockburn 

Jaisalem 

Bcjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
rau Pnrae Minister, shows 
ev*iy sign of having ridden 
ol the storm over his ap- 
pc ltmem of a chief proscai- 
tcr who would go easy on his 
fr« ads and allies in their legal 
in ibles. As Israel begins the 
Pa »ver holiday none of his 
ca net members or the parties 


who belong to his coalition 
ad resigned. 

Mr Netanyahu counter-, 
attacked on television as soon' 
as attorney-genera] EJyakhn 
Rubinstein announced on Sun- 
day the Prime Minister wouid 
not be indicted. The Israeli 
leader repeated his favourite 
tactic of claiming a famous vic- 
tory and total justification of his 
actions, although what Mr Ru- 
binstein said was rather differ- 


ent- Mr Netanyahu said: “I 
didn't commit any crime and the 
attorney-general verified this.” 
In fact Mr Rubinstein said: 
“There were good grounds to 
suspect an illegitimate motive 
fin the appointment], but not 
enough evidence fora criminal 
incficanenL 1 ' He also said: “The 
actions of the Prime Minister 
raised suspicions.” 

In the wake of the report is- 
sued by the attorney-general 


and Edna Arbel, the state at- 
torney, ministers who had ap- 
peared to be ozz the edge of 

r gfijgrtflrt nn began rn animrin m. 

that they would stick with the 
government. Even Dan Meri- 
dor, the Finance Minister, long 
a (hscontented member of the 
cabinet, is to remain at his 
post He is to be a member of 
a new committee wbidi is to vet 
senior appointments in future. 
A pou after the attomey-gen- 


cral's report by the daily Ye&ot 
Ahamnot found that 58 per cent 
of Israelis did not tbmlr Mr Ne- 
tanyahu should reago, although 
40 per cent said he should. The 
effect of the affair appears to 
have been to deepen the divide 
within Israeli society. However, 
56 per cent believe that Tzabi 
Hanegbi, the Justice Minister, 
who was also not indicted, 
should resign while 38 per cent 
thought he should not 


The Prime Minister present- 
ed the attacks on himas{*urely 
motivated by political animos- 
ity. He said: ‘They cannot ac- 
cept the fact that the people 
voted for us and not for them. 
They cannot accept the feet that 
we are building on Har Hama. 
They refuse to accept our vig- 
orous objection to a Palestinian 
state. They refuse to be recon- 
ciled to the fact that we are 
guarding the Golan Heights.” 


Palestinians expressed con- 
cern yesterday that this rhetoric 
would lead Mr Netanyahu lo be 
even mare intransigent tn nego- 
tiations with them. 

Only one of those against 
whom the police bad asked for 
indictments. Aryeh Deri, the 
leader of the religious Shas par- 
ty, will be prosecuted, which is 
leading to allegations of dis- 
crimination by Israelis from 
North Africans, who are 


the main supporters of Shas. 

Mr Netanyahu sounded com- 
bative as he claimed that the at- 
torney-general had exonerated 
him, but the affair has been a fur- 
ther blow to his prestige. TK.* new 
appointments commission nitty 
also make it difficult for him to 
put hs own cavfirfatcs in lop fobs, 
five petitions to the Supreme 
Court call for the attorney-gen- 
eral's dedsina to be reversed and 
Mr Netanyahu in be indicted 


Sixty years 
(an, Guernica 
still scarred 



first blitz 


Efizabeth Nash 

Guernica 


I aki de Arzanegi, still vigorous 
u 74, has a lively gaze and a 
r< ady smile. Tt was a beautiful 
djy, just like today,” he recalls, 
londay - market day - and 
town was packed, because 
pie came to Guernica from 
the villages ail around." 

Guernica’s 6,000-strong pop- 
ulation was swollen to some 
10,000 on 26 April 1937, not just 
with villagers coining to-marcet 
but with Basque troops and 
refugees retreating from Fran- 
co's approaching nationalist 
forces. There was uncertainty 
and fear in (he air. 

“Our teacher sent us home 
from school at midday, because 
he was worried something 
might happen ” Inaki continues. 

Then as we were having 
hutch, at about 2pm. the church 
beiis started to ring; which was 
how we sounded the alarm. I 
ran into the hills with sane 
friends and about an hour lat- 
er saw the first 
circling a few 
ping their bombs.’’ 

Heinkels and Junkers of 
Hiller's Condor legion flew up 
the valley for more than three 
Hours that afternoon, dropping 
tpmbs on Guernica'S crowded 
narkcl square and machine 
ginning its terrified citizens 
fs>m the air. 


The destruction prompted 
Picasso to produce ms maker- 
work Guernica, which many 
consider this century’s finest 
painting. 

“The pilots came in so low 
that I saw their faces, their 
goggles, everything. They 
opened fire and there was no 
answering fire; we had no anti- 
air defence. I heard explosions, 
saw balloons of smoke. I was 
scared stiff," Inaki says. 

It was Europe’s first aerial 
bombardment of civilians, and 
a trial run for the subsequent 
destruction of Coventry, Lon- 
don, Warsaw and Dresden, 

The targets were not strate- 
gic Guernica’s arms factories 
were spared and they still stand 
beside the railway line. 

Pablo Izaquirrc, who was 
then alO-year-old altar boy on 
befi-ringing duty, hid in the 
spiral staircase of the church 
spire. 

T later spent 50 years of my 
life working in those factories, 
making pistols - Condor piaols 
they were 
this irony of 

rancour has SSffSied with the 
years. 

Between 500 and l,0G0peo- 
ple died that afternoon; no one 
knows the exact number. 

M My sister was a nurse at tbe 
military hospital and said they 
couldn’t teD how many died,” 
Pablo said. “They loaded the 



‘Ramos leapt from house to house and left us with nothing: but earth beneath our feet'. About 500-1,000 people were killed at Guernica 


Photograph: Cofbis-BettmantVUPI 


bodies into carts and dumped 
them in the cemetery. Many re- 
mained beneath the ruins.” 
Iraki’s eyes fiD at tbe mem- 
ory of what he saw when he 
scrambled down from the hills. 
Tt was just rubble, n he said. 
“Houses were burned by in- 
cendiary bombs and flames 
e smites at . . leapt from house to house. We 
Ough any were left in the street with 
nothing but the earth beneath 
us and the sky above our heads. 
Three days later, Franco’s 
troops came in.”. 

Eduardo Vallejo, Mayor of 
Guernica, is convinced that his 
city was blitzed because of its 
importance to the Basques: 
“Guernica is almost sacred for 


us, the cradle of our ancient 
rights and liberties. We have 
held democratic assemblies 
beneath our oak tree for hun- 
dreds of years.” 

He says Franco wanted to 
pnaish the Basques for not 
supporting his revolt against the 
republic the previous July: “But 
he was ash amed. of what he had 
done,” be said, “fodacoced the 
retreating Basques of torching 
their own city. He died without 
ever admitting the truth." 

Inaki adds a postscript. “One 
day in September 1937, 1 was 
playing in tbe rubble and a 
couple of buses came op carry- 
mg smart men in" uniform- Ger- 
mans. They were Condor pilots. 


They asked uswhaiwe had seen 
that day and what had been 
where, and through an inter- 
preter we told them. They 
seemed proud of their work. 
And I had to swallow this for 40 
years for fear of imprisonment.” 
In recent years. local histo- 
rians have tried to reconstruct 
events, assembling. 1 survivors! 


being taught about the moun- 
tains of Australia and the rivers 
of England but nothing about 
our own history,” says Alberto 
lturriarte, a teacher at Guerni- 
ca’s primary school 
“There were no books about 
Guernica, and the bombard-, 
ment destroyed the town hall's 
-focal archives. We found a lot 


memories and scant doormen- of material in Madrid in Fran- 
tary' evidence. “Wfe were con- co’s files on ‘Destroyed Re- 
cemed that our children were gums’. But we still don’t know 


whose idea the bombardment 
was - the Naas’ or Franco's. 
Towards the end of Franco's dic- 
tatorship Jin 1975], some Fran- 
co isis said the act was imposed 
upon him by the Nazis. But 
there is no documentary evi- 
dence either way.” 

Guernica's ancient oak was 
spared, a gnarled stump pro- 
tected m a Utile stone temple on 
a grassy knoll, though it is a 
nearby eucalyptus that scents 


the spring air. 

Last year the German par- 
liament offered DM3m (£lm) 
in order to build the town a 
sports centre, a good-will ges- 
ture that Mayor Vtollejo appre- 
ciates, although he would have 
preferred a formal apology. 

“They can't pay with money 
for destroying our people,” he 
said. “But they could say sorry, 
and the 60th anniversary would 
be a good opportunity.” 


US tussle over chemical 
weapons reaches climax 


Miry Dejevsky 

Washington 


C ic of the Clinton adminis- 
ii lion's mosi keenly fought 
p I ideal battles may finally 
b nearing its end with the 

0 ening tomorrow of a long- 
dlayed Senate debate on 
cl smical weapons. 

Hie Bill to rarity the inler- 
n tional convention on chemi- 
ei weapons, which would 
oilaw the use, production, 
U nsfer and stockpiling of poi- 
s<i gas and other chemical 
wapons, was submitted for 
cAisideration more than four 
v ns ago- Bui ii has had to Kur- 
il >um strong objections from 
a ns control sceptics even to 
e me to debate. 

If the necessary two- thirds 
n ijority for ratification js 
a liievcd at the vote on Thure- 
d y, the United States wifi have 
ji it got in under the wire. 

The treaty Has already been 

1 lifted bv more lh:in 65 states 
; id comes into force next week 

th-or without the US. 


If the vote goes against rati- 
fication, the OS wfll find itself 
in the unlikely company of such 
countries as Iraq. Libya and 
Iran, which have refused to 
sign. This is an outcome de- 

of State Madeleine 
Albright, and defense secretary 
William Cohen, all of whom 
have spent weeks lobbying en- 
ergetically for ratification. 

But the outcome is by no 
means certain. Although the' 
convention has support from 
Democrats and Republicans 
and was signed by a Republican 


to “unconstilutional" searches 
by international inspectors. 

Their principal objection, 
however; is die obligation on sig- 
natories to share information 
about bow to protect themselves 
from chemical weapons. They 
say this would jeopardise US 
national security. 

Interviewed on television at 
the weekend, Ms Albright 
defended ratification, saying: 
“People wfll wonder what is 
wrong with us" if the US fails 
to ratify a treaty (hat has “made 
in the USA written all over it". 
“Chn you imagine,” she asked. 


ago, Mr Helms and his allies 
were holding out for several 
dozen amendments which 
would have effectively emas- 
culated the treaty. Now, after a 
charm offensive by Ms Al- 
bright, which included a visit to 
Mr Helms's home state of 
North Carolina, and another to 
Houston. Texas, where she ap- 
peared on a platform with 
George Bush. Mr Helms has 
lifted some of his objections. 
Mr Helms has also wrung a 


president. George Bush, five ■ “what it would be like for us to 
ars ago in Geneva, there is a ’ be on the same side as Libya 

arid Iraq?” 

Supporters of the treaty ar- 
gue that verification provisions 
are the tightest ever many arms 
control treaty. They see the ob- 
jections as deriving less from the 
chemical weapons convention as 
framed, than from what they see 
as a viscera] scepticism of arms 
control itself in a section of the 
Republican party. 

As recently as two weeks 



l core of Republicans, led by 
the chairman of the Senate’s 
influential foreign affairs com- 
mittee, Jesse Helms, that has 
been adamantly opposed. 

They say the treaty would not 
halt the development or use of 
che mical weapons, because key 
countries are not signatories. 
Thev say compliance cannot be 
verified, and that US chemical 
manufacturers would be subject 


Mr Clinton announced that 
two independent agencies - 
the arms control and disarma- 
ment agency and the US infor- 
mation agency (which has 
responsibility for the Vbice of 
America radio station)-^ would 
be bronghL into -the State De- 
partment Mr Hehns has urged 
such a reform to increase con- 
gressional control of their ac- 
tivities and reduce bureaucracy. 

Despite the last-minute 
horse-trading, there remain on 
the table fire amendments. Each 
could scupper tbe treaty. 


arplane wrecka ge found in Rockies 

— — — . _ »t « « n JiL 



Pgjwsky _ 

lie US waipbw th? 1 disap- 
lared during a training cwf" 
use on 2 April seemed finally to 
five been located puRhtyj 
v ten a search aircraft spoHea 

F K'fcv Mountains near Vafl in 
C dorado. Melting sni**j ted la* 
p sed pieces of painted metal 
jt ting out from a steep nwun- 

1 ‘ force spokesman aid ^ search team found the jet Photograph: A P 

b was “99.9 per cent sure that spotwncre - 
tls missin g A- 10 had ^ bo-n discovery was made le^ 

ft utd^edtscovm^fo^ # hours before the search, 

sifmr of the more which has involwd some of 


t TitaP about the must sophisticate 

tl c pilot’s defection to an llle 
e I extremist milHia gK^P- 


pilot, however, and the air force 
said, that extreme care would 
have lo be applied to planning 


ed US aero- 
wasdueto 


be abandoned. 

There was still no trace of the 


for any ground search because 
of tbe difficulty of the terrain. 
The operation wfll be compli- 
cated by the possibility that 






the plane crashed with four 
5001b bombs intact 
According to some reports, 
the bombs may have exploded 
on impact. Seismic records stud- 
ied by the air force, however, 
showed no evidence of arty ex- 
plosions in the region around 
the time the plane would have 
ninoutoffuel 
Even if tbe wreckage is that 
of the missing A-10, there re- 
mams the mystere of why the pi- 
lot, Captain Craig Button, 
whOKlflstimeambitKnihadfqh 
paremly been to become a fight- 
er pilot, broke away from his 
framing formation and flew the 
plane to the Rockies. The orig- 
inal theory, disputed by his par- 
ents and neighbours, was that be 
might have committed suicide 
because of family worries. 
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& Full cover for eligible 
in-patient treatment 

Full cover for all 
out-patient 
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financial limits to claims 

Prompt access to 
private treatment 

Wf Provision for 
alternative medicine 

Immediate 25% 
no-ciaims discount, 
rising to a possible 50% 

. Prime Health 
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Discover 

Primecare. 


Some healthcare plans cut back on cover 
to keep premiums low. But not Primecare. 
We believe no other scheme can offer 
Primecare’s high level of cover at such 
competitive rates. So before you commit 
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find out what Primecare from Prime Health 
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Call now for a quote 
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Brussels claim 


single currenc; 

will sideline Ul 


Sarah Hebit dustrial Britai ^ S n ^ i S 

Brussels could become drowned out by 

representatives of the new i>ig 

Pl an*; to appoint a single polit- three” trading blocs, the euro, 
ical figure to represent countries the dollar and the yen. ? 
in-riHp; the new “euro zone” on Furthermore, Britain s ngn 
the international economic to have a seat m such powerful 






Downtown ruin: Firefighters cruising past the bumt-out Security Building in Grand Forks, North Dakota, as they survey damage from the major 
blaze that broke out on Saturday in the business district of the city already submerged by Red River floods Photograph: AP/St Paul Pioneer Press 


the international economic 

stage are being privately can- 
vassed by member states. 

.The appointment of a “Mr 
Edro" figure could have far- 
reaching implications ■ for 
Britain should, the next gov- 
ernment decide not to join the 
angle currency, officials in Brus- 
sels concede. 

Outside the ebro zone. 
Britain could drastically lose in- 
fluence m key economic dubs 
such as the World Bank, Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and 
the Group of Seven (G7) in- 
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to have a seat in such powerful 

international groups as the G7 
could even be called into ques- 
rioo if it does not join the sin- 
gle currency, say sources dose 
to the discussions. The G7 may 
have to be reconvened as a new 
“Group of Three”. 

The question of how the 
euro zone countries will pro- 
mote their individual economic 
interests with a single voice af- 
ter the launch of monetary 
union will be raised tomorrow, 
when the European Commis- 
sion publishes a long awaited re- 
port on tee euro’s role on the 
world stage. 

The report, passed yesterday 
to Tke independent, sets out in 
detail how the new European 
currency is set to rival the US 
dollar as die most powerful 
economic entity in the world. 

The Commission paints a 
rosypacture of a powerful, suc- 
cessful and stable euro domi- 
nating world trade in the next 
mfllennhun. 

The report's warning to those 
countries which do not join is 
clear. "The introduction of die 
new money win have major 


1 

consequences for menber 

2rtS which do not partHpWc .. 
and for third countries. > 

IovicwofihemMewW- 

wide influence of Uk. s®c 
currency, the bloc mil hae to 

adapt its procedures in orcr to 

speak “with a common p«uon 

tateternaUonal discussions. 
The report sidesteps any drect 

refererMt to the appouiuroot^ 
a single figure to sit at tiese- 
world meetings; . 

Such a move is still as 
sensitive as it would set theEu- 
ropean Union further <kwithc 
road towards federal style ule. 
However, officials in B rose is 
confirm that debate is undervay 
about how the euro’s “cumaon 
position" could be presened. 
One option might be to appmt 
a single, weighty political hme. 
Another might be to appoinlthc 
chairman of the Europear fi- 
nance ministets* council. 

The political figure, wouk al- 
ways be accompanied by be 
chairman of the new’ Europan 
Central Bank. 

In terms of world trade, ne 
report savs the euro will aceomt 
for 20.9 per cent of all dealirgs. 
compared with 19.6 per cent for j 
the dollar and 10 J per cent for ■ 
the yen. One third of world ?x- j 
ports will be paid for in euros | 
after the launch of the single j 
currency, says the report. 


Seoul fights 


Urty m war 
on imports 


Richard Lloyd Parry 

Seoul 


Last October, a 40-year-old 
woman named Kim KyongSuk 
was murdered in one of the 
most brutal ways imaginable. 
Early one morning, as she was 
driving home from the bar 
which she owned, a gang of nine 
young men pulled her from 
her car, and forced her to tell 
them her bank PIN. After emp- 
tying her bank account, they 
move her to an abandoned 
warehouse, dug a shallow pit 
and, having knocked her 
around with a baseball bat, 
buried her alive. 

The killers called themselves 
the Makka-pa or “Forsaken 
Life Gang”, and they were 
caught a few days later when po- 
lice stopped them in their vic- 
tim’s car, a Japanese Honda 
Accord, and discovered the 
bloodied baseball baL Almost as 
remarkable as the cruelty of 
their crime was its motivation. 
*T wanted to take revenge on the 
world,” said one of the gang, 20- 
year-old Choe Chong So, when 
the police asked him why he did 
ft. “And I especially hate people 
who drive fancy foreign cars." 

The shivers this provoked in 
Korea were unusually intense. 
For the last 10 months, the me- 
dia and consumer groups in 
Seoul have been riding a wave 
of negative feeling; about foreign 
imports. Of which the Makka -pa 
aff ai r was only the most sensa- 
tional manifestation. Within 
days, Seoul newspapers were car- 
ry iog a rticles about female mo- 
torists cancelling their orders for 
foreign cars for fear of s imil ar 
crimes. “It definitely affected 
sales," says Allan Rushfbrth, 
executive director of Rover Ko- 
rea. “It was a key factor in the 
message that it is a bad thing to 
be seen in an imported car. 

_ Without doubt it is a tricky 
time to be a foreign business- 
man in South Korea. This week 
the bead of the "Wbrid Unde Or- 
ganisatioo, Renato Ruggiero, 
became the latest in a series of 
high-level visitors to draw dis- 
creet attention to an anti -import 
drive campaign which foreign 
diplomats and businessmen 
claim is being carried out with 
-the approval and indirect en- 
couragement of the Korean 
government. 


make little difference to the 
trade deficit. But this has not 
prevented an intense and vitri- 
olic campaign which has left for- 
eign firms, including Marks &; 
Spencer, Inchcape and United' 
Distillers, on the ropes. ! 

Consumer organisations 
have launched aggressive cany 
paigns to promote “ratiomli 
consumption and domestic pr> ; 
ciuce. An organisation calletLhe 
Korea Central Council of 
Nightspot Operators has bared 
imported drinks from its 
premises. Small sbopkeepensay 
that they have been visitei by 
representatives of the stair to- 
bacco monopoly aod ordinal 
not to sell foreign cigarettes un- 
der the threat of having tieir 
supply of the domestic braids 
withdrawn. “We’ve seen pm- 
phlets with cartoons of Uide 
Sam stuffing burning ci garbles 
into the mouths of childm," 
says one whisky impoter. 
“Xenophobic nationalism fcthe 
order of the day." 

This year, the giant Dacvoo 
conglomerate, which opentes 
hotels, trading companies uid 
department stores, annourred 


6 Xenophobic 
nationalism 
is the order 
of the day. It 
is bad to be 
seen in a 
foreign car 9 


The “frugality campaign", as 
it is called, took offlast year 
when trade statistics began to 
reveal an alarming downturn in 
the economy. Last year, Korea’s 


1995 rate of 9 per cent More 
worrying was the fact that a 

country of 45 mfliion people had 

a trade deficit of $23.7bn, sec- 
ond only to the United States. 

The mas of Korean imports 
are capital goods like fuel and 
heavy machinery - consumer 

orwic malr» ,m I-.-]- 


- J VVIHUIIILl 

goods make up htde more than 

one-tenth of foreign sales, so a 
Buy Korean drive is likely to 


rn&ouT vudi us consumer grcips 
are acting independent^ rod 
that their activities are nothng 
to do with it, but the most bl- 
ister aspects of the campagn 
bear a markedly official slanp. 

The recently opened braich 
P® French supermanet 
chain Carrefour has found icelf 
the subject of repeated hodth 
checks, sometimes twice a (hy. 
Customs inspectors have w- 
oome unaccustomedlv zealous, 
ddaymg shipments and inv#k- 
*ng the letter of the law. ot a 
consignment of shoes impored 
Sen “l branch of 
M&S, f or mstance. the county 
of ongm was written on stek- 
ere. Customs insisted it had to 
be carved into the sole. 

Newspapers have cavied 
countless stories with such 
ShnfiHD? as ‘'Governs enl 

Should Put an End to Ruirous 

Importing Disease”. The tov- 
ernmem has declined all hvi- 
lations to denounce the 

d[ Plomatis and of- 
JKKUS are becoming incrcasi'ttjy 

£!^fl rel j a f c > «ys one diplo- 
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French election pivots around euro 
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fights 
in war 

iporte 
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Pans In the British election, 
gw ^ fa as been the wicked 
favy It was excluded from the 
ball, but insisted on turning uo 
anyway, in On; snap par- 
liamentary election, announced 
tost night by Jacques Chirac, the 
European single currency will 
be, so the President hopes, the 
principal and honoured guest. 

As ever, Britain and France 
are separated by more than 16 
miles of water. 

Mr Chirac may. however, be 
as disappointed as John Major 
with the shape and tone ofthe 

campaign, which wfli end in two 

rounds of voting on 25 May and 
1 June. The President is break- 
ing Tecent historical precedent 
by dissolving parliament early, 
essentially for tactical reason! 
Like Fnesident Mitterrand, 
when he called an unnecessary 
referendum on the Maastricht 
Treaty in 1992, Mr Chirac hopes 
the popularity of Europe will 

Saddam 
orders 
defiance 
of UN 


Waiel FaJeft 

Associated Press 


Baghdad - In a fresh display of 
his trademark brinkmanship, 
President Saddam Hussein yes- 
terday ordered his helicopters 
to defy a no-fly zone enforced 
by American jets and fly to the 
Iraqi-Saudi border to bring 
back Iraqis returning from the 
Muslim pilgrimage to Mecca. 

An official statement, carried 
by the state-run Iraqi News 
Agency, vowed “suitable re- 
sponse” if the United Slates in- 
terfered with the flights. 

The White House warned 
Iraq against violating the no-fly 
zone, but said it would not at- 
tack the helicopters. 

Western albes introduced 
the no-fly zone after Iraq's de- 
feat in the 1991 Gulf Vfer. It is 
meant to protect inhabitants of 



an unsuccessful anti-govern- 
ment revolt in the area. ' 

The zone was extended in 
September to punish President 
Saddaxn for sending bis army 
' into northern Iraq to support 
one Kurdish faction against an- 
other. It now covers an area 
stretching from the southern 
suburbs of Baghdad down to 
Iraq's borders with Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. 

The Iraqi News Agency said 
helicopters would begin ferry- 
ing “sick and exhausted” pil- 
grims yesterday, but did not say 
how many aircraft would be in- 
volved or give the number of pil- 
grims. 

But, by nightfall, there was no 
word from Iraqi officials or the 
state-run media if any flights had 
taken place and reporters in 
Baghdad were told by officials 
they would be flown to the 
Saudi border today. 

The decision to use heli- 
copters to feny borne the pil- 
grims was made after a joint 
meeting yesterday of the Rev- 
olutionary Command Council 
and the leadership of the ruling 

Baalh Party - Iraq s highest bod- 
ies. The meeting was chaired by 
President Saddam. 

On 9 April, President Sad- 
dam sent an Iraqi Airways jet 
carrying 104 pilgrims to Saudi 
Arabia in defiance of United 
Nations sanctions imposed in 
1990 fur Iraq's invasion of 
Kuwait. The sanctions ban 
flights in and out of Iraq. 

The United States failed tost 
week to persuade the Security 
Council to condemn the Iraqi 
flight, settling instead for a 
mild rebuke. 

Yesterday’s announcement 
is the latest of several attempts 
by the Iraqi leadership to test 
the resolve of the internation- 
al community, particularly the 
United States, to maintain 
Iraq's isolation. 


Chirac is trying to skate over a sea of domestic troubles by playing the Europe card, writes John Lichfield 

cialists. Communists and crci 


mend his own uni 
He risks finding, as L« 1Wi , 
found, that hs domestic diffi- 
culties will test French com- 
mitment to Europe, almost to 
destruction. 

Mr Chirac gave three reasons 
for calling the election eight 
months early (backing the 
hunch of his Pnme Minister , 
Alain Jurppd, against his own 
better judgement). He said the 
poD would allow France to re- 
ject the divisive and destructi v e 
message of the far-right Na- 
tional Root; it would give new 
impetus to his government's 
state-shrinking reform pro- 
gramme; and, most of all, it 
would provide a dear, new 
mandate for France to enter the 
tough final negotiations on the 
~ ^ currency next spring. 

' euro retains broad, but 


maybe shallow, support, in 
France. By making it the cen- 
tre-piece of die campaign. Mr 
Chirac and Mr Jupp6 hope to 
skim over a sea of other eco- 
nomic, fiscal and legal troubles 
(not least of which is likely le- 
gal action this summer against 
two senior cabinet ministers). 
The troth is that no new con- 
stitutional or political harkin g 
for the abolition of the franc was 
' needed after the narrow vote in 
favour in 1992. The real argu- 
ment for bringing the poUiOT- 
ward were tactical: opposition 
parties were not ready and the 
economic and electoral climate 
was likely to turn against the 
centre-right majority in parlia- 
ment as the year wore on. 

What is true is that France - 
has not yet debated the idea of 
a single European currency, 


even if It has approvedTt. A. 
thorough debate of Emu in 
Fiance would be, democratically 
speaking, a 1 healthy thing but it 
is not necessarily what. Mr 
Chirac andMr Juppd are seek- 
ing. IT it happens, it may not go 
the way they would hope. 

The social and economic re- 
form programme, undertaken 
unevenly since Mr Chirac was 
elected President in 2995, re- 
mains fundamentally unpopu- 
lar. There is a grudging 
acceptance that the state must 
be shrunk; a desire for lower 
taxes and lighter social burdens 
bn business. But there is also a 
broad anxiety that the privati- 
sation of state industries, the re- 
form of health polity, or 
pensions policy, will take France 
on annfien Anglo-Saxon coarse 
towards economic liberalism. 


The great ntirade, and mys- 
tery, is that no live political con- 
nection has been made between 
domestic reforms and spending 
cutsand the need to prepare the 
economy for Emu. The Front 
and the Communist Party, as 
well as dissident voices within 
the centre-right and centre- 
left, will use the election cam- 
paign to make precisely that 
connection if they can. 

It is President Chirac and Mr 
Juppe's gamble - one among 
several - that such a debate 
would do most damage to the 
main opposition party, Lionel 
Jospin's Socialists. 

For weeks Mr Jospin has 
been floundering in search of a 
coherent, alternative policy 
which would support the euro 
bat offer a gentler alternative to 
the Juppd reforms. 


The snap election also catch- 
es the Socialists (as Mr Jupp€ 
gambled it would) halfway 
through the feminisation and re- 
juvenation of their front-line 
troops. 

By party edict, one third of 
candidates most be women. 
Most are chosen but few have 
started working on their con- 
stituencies. Even before the 
President’s formal announce- 
ment, Mr Jospin seemed to toll 
into the Emu trap. 

He said he stiD supported the 
single currency but not at any 
price and not if it required fur- 
ther deep cuts in public spend- 
ing. The centre-right sprang on 
this apparent gaffe: one minis- 
ter said Mr Jospin had “com- 
pletely lost his pedals”. 

But this issue could play 
against the government, as 


much as against Mr Jospin. A 
series of conflicting leaks in re- 
cent days has suggested France 
may be missing the Maastricht 
spending targets and further 
harsh, emergency cuts may be 
needed, especially in social se- 
curity (ie mostly, m practice, in 
health spending). In any event, 
next year’s budget will be a very 
tough one. In the meantime, the 
economic recovery is stuttering 
and unemployment refuses to 
retreat. Further leaks of disap- 
pointing bndget figures could 
provide an explosive live wire 
between Emu and domestic 
cuts which the FN, 
: and others would 
happily exploit. 

Mr Chirac is not. formally 
speaking, standing for election. 
His presidential mandate ex- 
tends to 2002. But, in a sense. 


, Communists and greens 
emerge with a majority - which 
the polk suggest is unlikely but 
able - the President could 


: five years of “co-habitation” 
with a rag- lag centre-left par- 
liament and government. 

Looked at one way. Mr 
Chirac is belting his career on 
the tactical instinct of an un- 
popular Prime Minister, whose 
main attribute is that there is no 
coherent alternative. Put an- 
other way. Mr Chirac, the heir 
of de Gaulle, is gambling on (he 
Euro -enthusiasm of a majority 
of the French people: their 
willingness to embrace the 
grand design and long-term 
promise of the euro, without ex- 
amining loo closely the short- 
term small print. The 
alternative - waiting until next 
March - must have looked very 
Weak indeed. 


China’s wide-eyed army tiptoes in 




New territory: Major General Bryan Dutton (left) welcoming Major General Zhou Borong to Hong Kong yesterday 


Stephen Vines 

Hong Kong 


For years Hong Kong has been 
worrying about China's People's 
liberation Army (PLA) cross- 
ing the border. Now it has hap- 
pened, but the full impact was 
a little muted by the advance 
guaTObeingcau^itupmoneof 
the colony’s famous traffic jams. 

Yesteixiay 40 unarmed sol- 
diers arrived in Hong Kong as 



one 


the first part of the advance 
guard which wfll prepare for the 
arrival of tbefull garrison after 
the British army departs on 30 


June. Months of acrimonious 
negotiation preceded this his- 
toric event, which was some- 
thing of an anti-climax. Packed 


in eight mini-buses and cars the 
bemused looking soldiers made 
their way from the borderto the 
Prince of Whies Barracks situ- 
ated in the heart of Hong 
Kong’s fi nancial district. 

Their commander, Major- 
General Zhou Borong, strode 
out of his modest black car look- 
ing pleased with himself and 
with the buildings which axe 
about to become the PLA’s 
new Hong Kong headquarters. 



Photograph: AP 


The British put on a suitably 
modest welcoming ceremony, 
most of which was not con- 
ducted in front of the media 
who both outnumbered - and 
looked more terrifying than - 
the incoming PLA force. 

"This is a historic moment 
for both British and Chinese 
armed forces,” boomed Major 
General Bryan Dutton, the 
Commander of the British 
Forces, as he stood beside Gen- 
eral Zhou, who gave a pre- 
dictable reply in Chinese. 

British and Chinese nego- 
tiators are still hard at it trying 
to agree on how many more 
PLA troops will be allowed in 
before the handover of power. 
It seems likely that China will 
eventually post some 10,000 
soldiers in Hong Kong, which 
is about the number Britain 
stationed in the colony before 
the big drawdown in 1994. 

Hong Kong people remain 
wary of the PLA, following its 
role in the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square massacre. However, a 
poll which appeared in the 
Ming Poo newspaper yesterday 
showed that only 29. per cent of 
those interviewed said they 
were afraid of the PLA being 
stationed in the territory. Thir- 
five per cent had no such 


ty five 
fears. 


Indian intrigue on hold as PM is sworn in 


Jan McGirk 

New.Delhi 


ler he took vows « the Presi' 
dcntial Palace, Mr Ghjraj 

promised “clean government 

_ , , r_:_. Lhich would “root out comip- 

India’s mild-mannered foreign But he dil not refer to the 

minster. Indcr Kumar Gujral gJ-JJ whoseabrupt 
...... ...— tad- fai the eoahtfce 

precipitated this unexpected 

P *^ 0 fertS 2 «« ecsty 

price to be paid for 
and indecision is even greater, 
said Atal Bihari Vajp^y«e,lead- 
erof the Hindu, nationalist 

Bharatiya Janata Party, who 
P n . . . J , Parliament 


minister. Indcr Minur uuj™. 
was sworn in yesterday as Indi- 
an Prime Minister, thus ending 
three weeks of political >nmcue 
and dithering in New Delhi. 
The capital seemed relieved to 
avoid die suspense of another 
national election and to get on 
with business as usual 


Mr Gujral has a reputation 
for integrity and a long politi- 
cal track record. Although both 
his parents were ardent Con- 
gress Party workers and he 
hims elf was jailed in 1942 as a 
student leader of die Quit In- 
dia movement, Mr Gujral re- 


witn ousmess as uhu-M- 

Mr Gujral is the third pome 
minister lo take power in Del- 
hi since a hung parliament was 
voted in last spring. The "-ycar- 
okl formcrdiptoroai hasawnrtc 
gnaicc and resembles a beetle- 
browed Kentucky Colonel 
Sanders: stem but twmsn- 


Bharatiya jam** " 

hold the most seals to Pajwmmt 

and would ^tataemoarf Mr 
Gujral founders. Tb block tbe 
{teS the Hindu right, Co^«*s 

hasagreed to supports a ^S" 
ed United Front from outside. 


shortly after the late Prime 
Minister Indira Gandhi de- 
clared a state of emergency 
from 1975 to 1977. Later, as a 
member of parliament for the 
populist Janata Dal, Mr Gujral 
served twice as foreign minister. 

Boro before partition ip 
jhehim, now across the border, 
Mr Gujral drew praise for his 
ability to bridge differences 
with neighbouring Pakistan. In- 


siders hope that the new Prime 
Ministers vaunted statesman- 
ship can heal the rifts between 
unlikely political allies, now 
that Mr Gowda has been sac- 
rificed for stability. 

“He is not an opportunist and 
that’s what makes me appre- 
hensive of his ability to lead a 
bunch of unprincipled oppor- 
tunists who have got together to 
what is called the United Hunt,’' 
said Mani Shankar Aiyar, a 
New Delhi political columnist. 

-The outgoing Finance Min- 
ster, P. Chidambaram, was 
dearly annoyed by Mr Gujral’s 
selection - especially because 
his own regional party, the 
Ttoml-Maamla Congress, was 
briefly tipped Os the favourite to 


take over the United Front 
coalition. The TMC have now 
deserted the 13-partner ruling 
coalition. 

But Mr Gujral, who is ex- 
pected to take on the portfolio 
of Finance Minister while re- 
taining his old job as Foreign 
Minister, intends to push 
through the pro-market budget 
put forward by the ousted gov- 
ernment. probably by end of this 
month. Such a move wiB signal 
stability and m ay encourage 
forefen investment in the region. 

With the appointment of Mr 
Gujral, after two successive 
prime ministers from south In- 
dia, the political power base has 
again shifted to the traditional 
ca trie -rearing land Ofthe north- 



Gujral: Vaunted statesman 
who can heal political rifts 


police files on public figures and bringing Bulgaria in 
the European Union and Nato. Reuters - 


Sudan treaty may pave 
way for a wider peace 

Sudan’s Islamic government and four soul hern rebel 
groups signed a treaty to end the 14-year-old civil war. A 
referendum will be held in which southerners will decide 
whether to secede. Hie treaty also gives the south more 
power r unnin g daily affairs, including using local customs 
instead of the Islamic law applied m the north. Former 
US president Jimmy Carter, who visited Sudan to discuss 
ways of stopping the war. said the treaty could pave the 
way for talks between the government and the Sudan 
People's Liberation Army, the main rebel group in the 
south. The four rebel groups that signed the treaty broke 
away from SPLA in the early 1990s. AP - Khartoum 

Refugee aid effort suspended 

Aid workers suspended operations in Rwandan refugee 
camps after an outbreak of looting and murder and 
attacks on foreigners by Zairean. The murder of six local 
people sent Zaireans on a rampage, attacking foreigners 
and looting supplies near Kasese. 16 miles from 
Kisangani. Though it was not clear who burst into three 
Zairean homes and machine-gunned everyone inside, 
residents and Zairean rebel officials blamed Rwandans 
from nearby refugee camps. AP - Kasese 

Bulgarian victor seeks backing 

The Union of Democratic Forces, which won a big 
parliamentary majority in Saturday’s elections, said it 
would meet other parties today to seek support for its 
programme to lead Bulgaria out of crisis. The UDF 
leader, Ivan Rostov, said his priorities were carrying out 
reforms agreed with the International Monetary Fund, 

1 crime and corruption, opening secret 

into 
Sofia 

Bardot berates Muscovites 

Brigitte Bardot, actress turned animal-rights activist, 
attacked the Moscow authorities for a “planned 
massacre” of stray animals during the city's 850th 
anniversary; M I am ... horrified (o /earn that preparations 
for the celebrations include a massacre of all the city's 
strays,” she said in a letter. Reuters - Paris 

Threat to sue Le Pen 

An anti-racist group said it would sue the French far-right 
leader Jean-Marie Lc Pen for saying gas chambers had 
nothing to do with anti-Semitism and repeating that they’ ' 
were a mere detail of the Second World War- France's 
Movement against Racism said Mr Le Pen's comment, in 
an interview with the New Yorker, following his espousal of 
racial inequality, was part of “a deliberate strategy of 
inciting racial hatred”. Reuters - Paris 

Allies pour into VIora 

Italian and Greek troops poured into the Albanian port of 
VIora and secured a key bridgehead with a show of force. 
Nearly a week after soldiers from a multi-national security 
force secured two key ports of entry, Italian and Greek 
troops drove into VIora as Italian marines splashed 
ashore in a seaborne landing. Reuters - VIora 

Chechens honour slain leader 

Chechens gathered in a field to honour the separatist 
leader Dzhokhar Dudayev on the first anniversary of his 
death. He was (tilled by a Ruslan rocket which struck as 
he spoke on his satellite phone. Reuters - Gekhl-Ctiu 

Pole jailed over prostitute ring 

A Polish court jailed a man for seven years for sending 
young women io work in brothels in Germany and 
Switzerland. The provincial court in the north-western 
port dty Szczecin also fined the 32-year-old Ptile, 
identified only as Wkwktimjerz R. Reuters- Warsaw 
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Norman Pirie 






Norman Pirie was a biochemist 
distinguished for his pioneering 
work on plant viruses, a crusad- 
ing advocate for the dietary use 
of leaf protein and, more broad- 
ly. a man of science ’ who wrote 
with force and lucidity on many 
scientific Questions of his tune. 

"BUT Rrie was the third and 
youngest child of Sir George 
Pirie. the animal painter, and 
spent his early years in Torrance, 
Stirlingshire. The family lived in 
a large isolated house with en- 
ough space for all of them lo jwr- 
sue their own interests. Pixie’s 

eariv schooling was disrupted for 
a number of reasons, including 
the development of a stammer. 
He maintained that this disrup- 
tion allowed him more time in 
the lively, active atmosphere of 
his family and greatly benefited 
his intellectual development. 
From this upbringing he derived 
a strong sense of independence, 
self-reliance and frugality and a 
lifelong love of language and 
etymology. 

At Cambridge (Emmanuel 
College) Pirie discovered bio- 
chemistry, and blossomed in the 
creative atmosphere of the de- 
partment of Sir Gowland Hop- 
kins. On graduation Hopkins 
appointed him demonstrator, 
and his early research work 
was on glutathione and sul- 
phur metabolism. He collabo- 
rated with Ashley Miles on the 
antigens of the pathogenic bac- 
teria Brucella abortus , but of 
greater importance was his 
meeting Fred Bawden, who in- 
terested him in the problem of 
isolating the viruses responsible 
for causin g diseases of potato. 
This was the beginning of 38 
years of dose friendship and col- 
laboration that only ended with 
Bawden 's death in 1972. 

The collaboration continued 


The Presbyterianism which is 
still deeply embedded in the 
Scots character militates against 
many thing s This is most evi- 
dent when it comes to adver- 
tising personal success and 
achievement The belief that 
“you work bard, but don’t talk 
about it” is one reason why the 
careers of women like the ar- 
chitect Margaret Brodie have 
attracted so little attention; an- 
other was - in the days before 
“girl power” - being a success- 
ful woman in a man’s world. 

There is, however, much 
about Margaret Brodie which 
deserves to be recognised. She 
was one of the first fully quali- 
fied women architects in Scot- 
land, graduating from Glasgow 
in 1928, the year of Charles 
Rennie Macintosh's death. 
Following the award of a pres- 
tigious Rome scholarship and a 
brief period with the Glasgow 


following their move to Roth- 
amsted Experimental Station in 
Harpenden, Bawden moving 
there in 1936 and Pine in 1940. 
Here the scope of their work 
was extended and they accom- 
plished the separation in semi- 
crystalliae or crystalline form of 
1 2 or more viruses or st rains of 
viruses, including tobacco mo- 
saic virus (TMV), and showed 
that they all contain Ti wfo*c arfri 
of the type now called RNA, the 
genetic material ol viruses. This 
was work of a high technical 
standard, and was, moreover, in 
a competitive area. Others, in- 
cluding WML Stanley, had pre- 
viously claimed to have isolated 
TMV and made great reputa- 
tions; but their preparations 
had few of the properties that 
we accept for TMV today. 

If chance played any part in 
Pirie and Bawden’s discovery of 
viral RNA, we must remember 
Pasteur’s dictum that “chance 
favours only a prepared min d”. 
Both Pirie and Bawden had 
prepared minds. They were 
sceptical of the then current con- 
cepts of “purity” when applied 
to large molecules, and scepti- 
cal too of the do minan t em- 
phasis on proteins. They were 
prepared to look for other com- 
ponents in virus preparations 
and acknowledge their possible 
importance. They realised that 
viral RNA might carry virus ac- 
tivity and tested this possibility. 
For technical reasons the results 
were negative, and it was left un- 
til 1956 for others to establish 
the infectivity of RNA. 

Pine’s min d was also well 
prepared for the striking semi- 
crystalline nature of concen- 
trated suspensions of TMV 
He delighted in the coloured 
sheens that appeared when the 
opalescent suspensions were 



*Miss Brodie': tweedy county 
woman cum femme fatale 

firm Stewart and Paterson, she 
was employed in the London of- 
fice of Sir John Burnet, Hut and 
Lome, one of Britain’s most 
successful inter-war architec- 
tural practices. One of her first 
tasks was to work on the detail 


of Thomas Tbit’s drawings for 
the Infectious Diseases Hospi- 
tal in Paisley. When the hospi- 
tal opened in July 1936, it was 
among the most advanced of its 
land in Europe. 

Tbmmy Tbit was to use 
Brodie to brilliant effect in his 
most celebrated project, the 
1938 Glasgow Empire Exhibi- 
tion. For this last great out- 
pouring of imperial fervour on 
depressed Clydeside, Brodie 
not only designed the 15,000- 
square-feet “Women of the 
Empire Pavilion”, but estab- 
lished the site and supervised 
much of the day-to-day opera- 
tions from her drawing board in 
a wooden hut in Bellahouston 
Park. This was an extraordinary 
undertaking in the male- 
dominated world of 1930s Glas- 
gow. Brodie was undaunted by 
the task and by her own admis- 
sion “had the time of my life”. 


* A.' 


swirled in a flask and viewed by 
polarised light- He correctly 
mterpreted this streaming bire- 
fringence as the property of rod- 
like particles and used it to 
estimate their size. With char- 
acteristic flair , the birefrin- 
gence was demonstrated at a 
Royal Society soirfe when di- 
lute suspensions of TMV were 
stirred by goldfish and sea hos- 
es. Pirie joked initially, sus- 
pensions of TMV were as 
popular with fish physiologists 
as with plant pathologists. 

By the 1950s Pine’s interest 
shifted and he had begun his 
ardent camp aign to promote ex- 
tracted leaf protein as a bene- 
ficial and cheap human food. 
This weak had begun with gov- 
ernment encouragement 
the early days of the Second 
World War, when there was 
concern over food resources. 
Pirie recognised the potential of 
leaf proteins which are indi- 
gestible in intact leaves and are 
only very inefficiently convert- 
ed to edible forms by herbivores. 

After the war the project 
developed to encompass the nu- 
trition of the world’s increasing 
population. With a small team 
of engineers, chemists, nutri- 
tionists and cooks, Pirie devel- 
oped a variety of machines to 
disrupt suitable leaves, press the 
juice out of the fibre and steam- 
precipitate hs proteins. Per- 
haps the most useful of these 
“mechanical cows” were the 
smaller “village units” that were 
designed to be used by rural 
communities with limited tech- 
nical resources. 

With the help of charities, 
these units were exported to 
many less developed countries. 

fWtirtg thpm mgtan»»d find ftimv 

tional, and getting the green 
product incorporated into ac- 





> 

3-V 






:.fe 



'• f 

f- 9 


;■ 

r .— | 


» ; 

- • V'- 








. ■ 




... - r” 



.44 


J 

. & 

i. 



♦ 


>3 









uM« 



,'^lw 



■A* 



V- 



- lt * 



■'ted 


. r 

•WA, 



■ft 



: Si 



vw 


PMe demonstrating a prototype leaf-protein extraction machkie - his ‘mechanical cow* - on the occasion of Ms award of the Ranfc Prt» ** Nutrition and Agronom* 197& ^ 

ceptable food, proved difficult. Since his formal retirement and tried to understand the de- population problem - popula- 

and involved social and politi- Pirie studied beta-carotene, or structive mechanisms and to tkm growth and its nutrition. His aU In thus describim: 

cal problems and prejudices. Al- pro-vitamin A content of his leaf prevent them. This work was fi- views on the origin oflife were foeo to oa"S- miuht well 
though the nutritional value of extracts and became convinced nanced by the shrewd Invest- characteristically individual and ino himself 

the protein concentrates has that in the present circum- mart of the Rank Prize for he was sceptical of those who have been aescrujing 
been amply demonstrated in In- stances, tins was more important Nutrition and Agronomy with sought its origin in nudeicacid- W. S. Pierpoint 


ceptable food, proved diffi cult, 
and involved social and politi- 
cal problems and prejudices. Al- 
though the nutritional value of 
the protein concentrates has 
been amply demonstrated in In- 
dia and elsewhere, the project 
has not taken off m the way nrfe 
hoped and expected The rea- 
sons are complex and it may 
partly be because the world pro- 
tein deficit predicted dining 
the 1950s has not materialised 
as expected. Nevertheless the 
project continues and it may 
well yet become needed; if and 
when it does, Pirie will have pro- 
vided its necessary theoretical 
infrastructure. 


Since his formal retirement 
Pirie studied beta-carotene, or 
pro-vitamin A content of his leaf 
extracts and became convinced 
that in the present circum- 
stances, tins was more important 
than its protein. The dietary de- 
ficiency of provitamin A affects 
many hundreds of thousands of 
people worldwide, resulting in 
much preventable blindness. 
This situation was well known 
to Antoinette (Tbny) Pirie, 
Pine’s late wife, who as an in- 
ternationally distinguished CfrP- 
biochemist monitored and 
crusaded against it Pirie ob- 
served that the beta-carotene of 
his preparations was mwtahin, 


Margaret Brodie 


Boro in Largs, an Ayrshire 
seaside town, in 1907 Margaret 
Brodie was one of the three 
daughters of a comfortably-off 
chief dvfl engineer far the Glas- 
gow and Southwestern Railway 
Company. The Brodies came 
from that dass of small land- 
owners who were the back- 
bone of Victorian rural 
Scotland. They were thrifty, 
hard-working and independent. 
Religion was central to eveiy- 
day Me. Margaret's father was 
a dominant figure. He was strict 
and held education to be very 
important, even for grds. Mar- 
garet was sent to “a good Glas- 
gow school” before receiving “a 
classical architectural training”. 

Like many of her contem- 
poraries she was not impressed 
by the work of Mackintosh -“he 
was old hat” - although later in 
her career she was to be in- 
volved in restoration work at 


Mackintosh’s famous Hill 
House. It was American archi- 
tecture that inspired her “I ad- 
mired, the Chicago school, it was 
modern dassidsm.” 

In 1945 Brodie set up her 
own archiectural practice, and 
much of her work was subse- 
quently to be with the Church 
of Scotland, either designing 
new churches or advising on the 
restoration and extension of ex- 
isting buildings. There was also 
much work on the sympathet- 
ic restoration of vernacular 
buildings, particularly in Loch- 
winnoch. Despite her professed 
love of classicism over all, 
Brodie like Thit was adaptable, 
and one of her churches inFort 
Glasgow (1958) was far from 
traditional. Here with its roof 
supports at diagonal coroeis, 
Brodie created a building 
which gave the impresson of a 
dropped pocket handkerchief. 


and tried to understand the de- 
structive mechanisms and to 
prevent them. This work was fi- 
nanced by the shrewd invest- 
ment of the Rank Prize for 
Nutrition apd Agronomy with 
which he was presented in 1976. 

Besides these main research 
subjects, Pirie published on a 
wide range of subjects, includ- 
ing the origin of Me, the biolo- 
gy of space travel, the history of 
science, contraception and die 
dangers of nuclear weapons. 
There are as yet undeveloped 
patents on chemical contra- 
ceptives held partly in his name, 
so that he could claim to have 
worked on both sides of . the 


At the same time, her private 
work was combined with a lec- 
tureship at the Royal College in 
Glasgow (now Strathclyde Uni- 
versity). Her students remem- 
ber her as unique, being the only 
woman on the staff, hardwork- 
ing, d emandin g, sli ghtly eccen- 
tric and undervalued by a 
generation of 1950s students be- 
guiled by more exotic foreign 
styles. In her private life she re- 
mained unmarri ed, her career 

managp d in par tnership with her 

sister Jean who, herself a lin- 
guist, had been assistant to the 
publisher William Collins. 

“Miss Brodie” or “Miss Mar- 
garet”, as she was always known 
in the Renfrewshire village of 
Locbwinnoch, where she lived 
in the picturesque Mill House, 
was a highly complex character. 
Deep conservatism was fre- 
qneutiy replaced by tbe most lib- 
eral of views. Conventional 


population problem - popula- 
tion growth and its nutrition. His 
views on the origin of life were 
c haracteri stically individual and 
he was sceptical of those who 
crxighf its origin in mideic acid- 
like compounds produced in the 

“ prim eval soup” of the prebigtic 

earth. Forty years ago Pine’s 
friend JJE>. Bernal, the distin- 
guished physicist, wrote a book 
on this subject. Pirie was unim- 
pressed, and fa a forthright re- 
view, he sternly instructed 
Bernal to emulate the cobbler 
and “stick to his last”. 

More generously, he conced- 
ed that Bernal would need as 
many arms as the mythical giant 


behaviour, grace before meals, 
and an admiration for the 
“county set”, was combined in 

equal measure by a kjve of mod- 
ern art and highly eccentric, of- 
ten quite outrageous behaviour. 
In her role as self-appointed 
critfoofakxadarteiiubttionshe 
stood on many toes. Biends 
would go to any lengths not to 
be a passenger in her Porsche 
and to avoid the ubiquitous fish 
pie she served for lunch. 

Inberdies&Jsmmefitialevras 
juxtaposed with tweedy county 
.woman. At the opening of the 
Empire Exhibition on 3 May 
1938, newspapers reported her 
st unning appearance in the 
most glamorous ensemble. This 
feminine figure, ready to have 
a cigarette with Queen Mary, 
could be quickly replaced by an 
old pair of cords and a shirt and 
tie ready to deal with a trou- 
blesome contractor. Growing 


Norman Wingate Pirie. hUh 
chemist: bom Torrance, Stirling- 
shire 1 July 1907; Demonstrator, 
Biochemical Laboratory, Cum- 
brian 1032-40; Vlnts Physiologist, 
Roduirnsted Experimental Station 
1940-46. Head of Biochemistry 
Department 1947-73: FRS 1949; 
married 1931 Antoinette Putty 
(died 1991; one son; and one 
daughter); died Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire 29 March 1997. 


old held no appeal for her: she 
enjoyed the company of young 
people, particularly men, with 
whom she flirted and put 
through trials of gladitorial 
questioning. Young children 
held no fascination - “Take it 
away and bring it back when it's 
grown-up” she would say pok- 
ing a toddler with her walking 
stick. 

The eccentricity and the 
bluffness were a mask. Miss 
Brodie was in fact a very shy and 
deeply sensitive woman, who 
had succeeded in a male- 
dominated occupation. Despite 
this she hated feminism. “Nev- 
er be a feminist, that’s impor- 
tant”. she would advise her 
young female friends. 

Christopher C Lee 

Margaret Brodie, architect: bom 
Largs, Ayrshire 1907; died 
Beith 14 April 1997 
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The spectacle of enormous 
furry monsters cavorting with 
public figures, from Hillary 
Clinton and Barbara Bush to 
Cab Calloway and Burt Lan- 
caster, would not have been pos- 
sible without the colourful 
imagination of Jon Stone. 

Regarded as one of the best 
writers of children's television, 
Slone helped to create such 
beloved characters as Big Bird, 
the Cookie Monster and Oscar 
the Grouch, that have been a 
staple of childhood entertain- 
ment since their creation 
nearly 30 years ago. 

Over the course of his career 


he won 18 Emmy Awards -the 
television equivalent of the Os- 
cars - and was widely credited 
as being tbe major creative 
force behind Sesame Street, the 
educational programme for 
children learning to read and 
write, which retied heavily on 
cartoons and puppets to convey 
its message and, at the peak 
of its popularity, was watched 
by eight out of tea US pre- 
schoolchildren. IncoHaboTation 
with Jim Henson, he wrote Sex 
and Violence with the Moppets, 
the template for the extraordi- 
narily popular The Muppet 
Show. 


Educated at Fomfret School 
in Connecticut Stone graduat- 
ed fa music from W illiams Col- 
lege fa Massachusetts fa 1953 
and, hoping to become an ac- 
tor, received a masters degree 
from die Yale University School 
of Drama fa 1955. Instead he 
moved into television produc- 
tion, with early credits includ- 
ing Captain Kangaroo, a 
childrens film festival for CBS, 
and, with Jim Henson, a series 
called Hey, Cinderella. 

In 1968 Stone helped bring 
Henson into the creative team 
working on the first episodes of 
Sesame Street. Stone was the 


Jon Stone 


original head writer and pro- 
ducer of the show and remained 
its principal director until last 
year. “He was probably the 
most brilliant writer of children ’s 
television in America ” said 
Joan Ganz Cooney, one of the 
programme’s co-founders. 

Stone's brilliance was to be 
able to create characters that ap- 
pealed not only to children but 
to adults. “He managed to give 
them a satiric and edgy kind of 
humour at the same time,” said 
Christopher Cerf, a creative 
contributor on the show. 

In creating Big Bird, a man- 
sized yellow bird, Stone and 


Henson wanted to instil cu- 
riosity in children. “They want- 
ed a character who was bigger 
than tbe kids but didn't know 
everything,” said Cerf, “They 
wanted to show that everyone 
makes mistakes, including 
adults, that big characters have 
things to learn, so they came up 
with this huge bird.” 

Stone was also the producer, 
director and writer of a number 
projects involving Sesame Street 
characters, including the trav- 
eiogpesBig Bndin China (1983) 
and Big Bird in Japan (1989). 
Both shows. Stone later ex- 
plained, were an extension of 


the philosophy that the pro- 
grammes should be more than 
a children’s show. "We set out 
to make a show that children 
and adults could watch togeth- 
er, and children could ask 
questions,” he said. 

Stone was also the writer of 
children's, books, including 
The Monster at the End of This 
Book (1971), a Muppet tale fea- 
turing another furry monster, 
Grover. The book sold more 
than 10 million copies and 
was followed by Another Mon- 
ster at the End of This Book last 
year. 

If there was any character 


that Stone most closely resem- 
bled himself it was Oscar the 
Grouch. “Oscar was a charac- 
ter who was very contrary and 
would make outrageous state- 
ments about everything, but 
. . . he showed tolerance for dif- 
ferent points of view,” said 
Cerf. 

"John was that way himself, 
he never took himself too seri- 
ously and loved to be silly and 
outrageous. He was a little bit 
of an anarchist He loved it if 
there was a sketch in which he 
could throw puppet sheep up in 
the air.” 

Edward Hebaore 



Henson and Stone’s ‘Big BtatT 


Jon Stone, television produces; di- 
rector and writer bom New 
Haven, Connecticut 1932; mar- 
ried (two daughters); died New 
York 29 March 1997. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 

MOORE: Natalie and Dave arc de- 
lighted to announce the safe arrival 
oi a sister for Ales. Cara Clare, bom 
at 1055 on 9 April |W7, at Chelsea 
and Westminster Hospital. 

P-VRKJ t OUSE: On IS March 1W, to 
Philippa (nee Scott) and Mark, a 
daughter. Eugenic Philippa, a sister 
lin Antoinette Frances. 

DEATHS 

BARKER: Edward, died in the early 

hours of Friday IS April al Medway 

Hospital, a very speoal and talent- 
ed man. who will be sadly missed, but 
not forgotten t>v his wife, animals and 
mamr farads. Cremation. Mondav 2$ 
April. Kensal Green Crematorium, 
London, 3.15pm. Enquiries to 
Thom** Fdwlc and Sons, 01634 
HSI 133. 

For Gazette. ideptHm 0171-2932012. 
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Birthdays 

Mr Leo Abse, former ME 80; Mr Ed- 
die Albert, actor. 89; Sir Michael 
Atiyah, mathematician, 68; Sir 
Christopher Ball, farmer Warden, 
KeWe College, Oxford, 62; Mi Lewis 
Biggs, Curator, Hite Gallery, Liver- 
pool, 45; Mr Alan Bond, yachtsman 
and businessman. 59; Mr Peter 
Bowring, former chairman, C.T 
Bowring. 74; Mr Glen Campbell, 
country singer 59; MUe Yvette 
Chauvire, prima ballerina, 80; Sr 
John Chflcot, Permanent Under- 
secretary, Northern Ireland Office, 
58; Mr George Cote, actor. 72; Miss 
Carole Drinkwater, actress, 49; Mr 
Alan Dukes, former leader of the 
Fine Gael party in Ireland, 52; Mr Pe- 
ter Friunploo, musician, 47; Sir 
William Gage, High Court judge, 59; 
Mr Lloyd Honeyghan, boaer, 37; Mr 
Robin Hutton, merchant h aute **, 
64; Mr Ronald Hynd, choreograph- 
er, 66; Mr Nico Ladenls, restaurateur, 
63; Dr Geofirev Marshall, Provost, 
Queen’s College, Oxford. 68: Lord 
Menuhin, violinist, 81; Mr Jack 
Nicholson, actor, 60; The Eari of Ox- 
ford and Asquith, former Governor 
of th e Seychelles, 81; Miss Margaret 
Rneira, forensic scientist. 69; Sir Ed- 
ward Ratford, former ambassador to 

Norway, 63; Mr RJ. Ritchie, former 
tennis player, S7; Professor Sir Eric 
Scowen, physician, 87; Mr Charles 
Sisson, author nod poet, 83; Mr 
Droid Summerscale. Headmaster, 
Westminster School, 60; Sir Ruben 
Wade-Geiy, executive director and 
vice-chairman, BZW, 65. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Isabella, Queen of Castile and 
Leon, 1451; Henry Fielding, novel- 
ist. 1707; Immanuel ECaru, philoso- 
pher, 1724; Madame de Stael 
(Anne- Louise- Germain Nccker. 
Bare nne de SiaeLHobtein), writer. 


1766; Jos£ de Madrazo y Kuntz, 
painter, 1781; William Linton, land- 
scape painter, 1791; WDfred EDmg- 
ton BendalL composer, 1850; Pml 
(Philip William) May, caricaturist, 
1864; Lenin (Vladimir Ilich 
Ulyanov), statesman, 1870; Ellen 
Anderson Ghobon Glasgow, novel- 
ist, 1874: Alexander Feodororich 
Kerensky, politician, 1881; Otto 
Rank, psychoanalyst, 1884; Sergei 
Sergeyevich Prokofiev, composer, 
1891; Kathleen Mary Ferrier, con- 
tralto, 1912; Julios Robert Oppen- 
heimer. physicist, 1904; Sir Sidney 
Nolan, painter, 1917. Deaths John 
"Iradescant, gardener, 1662; James 
Hargreaves, inventor of the spinning 
jenny, 1778; John Crome, landscape 
painter, 1821; Thomas Rowlandson, 
cartoonist, 1827; Richard Trevithick, 
steam engineer, 1833; Victor- 
Antoine- Edouard Lata, composer, 
1892; Wfllinm Stubbs, historian and 
bishop, 1901: Sir Henry Campbell- 
Bannerman, statesman, 1908; John 


prietor and philanthropist, 1911; 
Jeppe Aakjaer. poet and novelist, 
1S50; Frederick Hemyltoyce, motor- 
car pioneer, 1933; Sir Francs (Frank) 
Job Short; engraver and painter, 
1945; Ignatius Roy Duimachfe 
ChmpbeD, poet, 1957; Basil Dean, ac- 
tor, manager and playwright. 1978; 
Ansel Fasten Adams, photographer, 
1984; Richard Milhous Nixon, 37tb 
US president, 1994. On this day: fc- 
dro Alvarez de Cabral reached Brazil 
and daimed it fas Portugal, 1300; the 
Royal Society -was incorporated, 
1662; Napoleon defeated the Pied- 
montese at tbe Bank of Mondavi, 
1796; the Baltic Exchange, London, 
was founded (as the Baltic Chib), 
1823; St Helena became a Grown 
Colony, 1834; the packet ship Sofia 
crossed tbe Atlantic See the first time 
under conrimious steam power, the 
voyage taking 18 days, 10 bon, 1838; 
the second Bank of Ypres began, 


when poison gas was used for tbe first 
time by Germany, 1915: British 
forces made a raid on Zeetmigge, 
1918; the London Conference met, 
and the great powers signed the Nava! 
Reduction Treaty, Limiting sub- 
marines and aircraft carriers, 1930; 
Allied forces landed in New Guinea, 
1944; tbe New York World’s Fan- 
opened, 1964; the army in Greece ef- 
fected a coup, and martial law was 
declared, 1967.1bdayis the Feast Day 
of St Agjpatos L pope. Saints 
Epipodius and Alexander, St 
Leonides of Alexandria. St Oppor- 
tuna and St Theodore of Syfceon. Ib- 
day is also the Fast Day of Passover. 

Lectures 

National Cattery: Alexander Sturgis, 
“Drawings (iv): Leonardo’s car- 
toon'’. 1pm. 

Victoria and Albert Masons Fiona 
Anderson, “British TUDoring from 
1947 onwards", 230pm. 
IkteGaDay: Eric Shanes, "Turner’s 
Watercolour Explorations", 1pm. 
British Mrseonu Richard V/ofi, 
“Dead Greeks: ancient Greek fu- 
nerary imagery”, L±5pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Joan 
Williams, “The Royals in Focus”, 
1.10pm. 

Arcfaitectiiral Association (in col- 
laboration with Camden Arts Cen- 
tre), London WC1: Dart' Graham, 
■Architecture”, 6_30pra. 

Royal Over-Seas League 

Sir David Ford, Commissioner for 
Hong Kong in London, was the 
guest speaker at a meeting of the 
Royal Owrjieas League's Disatssinn 
Curie held yesterday evening at 
Over-Seas House. St James’s, Lon- 
don SW1. His subject was “Hopes 
and Prospects of Hong Kong after 30 
June”. Miss Hazel mik presided. 


Camelot should bring private prosecution 


Re^ns v Director of Public 
Prosecutions, ex parte Camelot 
Group pk; Queca’s Bench 
Divisional Court (Lord Justice 
Simon Brown, Mr Justice Curtis) 
14 April 1997 

Where it was sought to chal- 
lenge, by way of judicial renew; 
the refusal of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions to mount 

a prosecution, the court shookl 
adopt a flexible approach, the 
only rigid rule being that, dvfl 
courts should not intervene 
once criminal proceedings had 
begun. Criminal disputes were, 
however, best dedded in crim- 
inal courts between the parties 
most directiy affected by then- 
outcome, and the availability 
of an alternative remedy such 
as a private prosecution was 
always relevant 

The Divisional Court grant- 
ed CamelotGroup pic's appli- 
cation for leave to move for 
judicial review of the decision 
of the Director of Public 
Prosecutions not to prosecute 
49's Ltd for running an illegal 
lottery, _ but dismissed the. 
substantive application. 

Camelot had referred tbe 
proposed scheme to the Di- 
rector of Public Prosecutions, 
requesting the institution of 
criminal proceedings. The 
Gown Prosecution Service did 
not, however, consider that 
the scheme constituted an un- 
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lawful lottery, and were not pre- 
pared to prosecute its pro- 
moters. The Attorney-General 
had also refused Camelot’s re- 
quest to be allowed to bring a 
relator action. 

Anihoay Temple QC, David Pannick 
QC, Andrew Fletcher (Mc&ama & 
Co) farCamdM; Stephen Richards 
(Grown Prosecution Service) for the 
Director of PubGc Prosecutions); 
Michael BehffQC, Tim Kerr (SJ. 
Benin & Co) for 49's Limited. 

Lord Justice Simon Brown 
said that the basis of tbe pro- 
posed challenge was that the 
Director’s refusal to prosecute 
was founded on an error of law, 
namely a failure to recognise 
that 49 Ltd’s scheme consti- 
tuted an unlawful lottery. The 
central question was whether it 
was a case which Camelot 
ought property to be allowed to 
argue m the context of a judi- 
cial review challenge to the 
refusal to prosecute. 

Camelot acknowledged that 
judicial review would be grant- 
ed “only where there was no 
other equally effective and 
convenient remedy” (see per 
Lord Widgety CJ ia&vHilBng- 
don London Borough Council, 
ex p Royco Homes Ltd [1974] 
QB 720 at 728), but submitted 


that a private prosecution 
would not provide such a 
remedy. 

The Director disputed that. 
Camelot was not concerned 
about the quality of the Di- 
- rector's decision-m aking but 
rather the continuation of the 
49’s scheme. The direct and ob- 
vious way of ending that was by 
Camelot itself prosecuting 
rather than by seeking to force 
the Director’s band . 

49's Limited submitted that 
the court shonld not enter tain 
Came lot’s challenge, since if 
successful it would inevitably re- 
sult in stigmatising a third 
party's conduct as c riminal 

The decision was not one of 
high principle. The court 
should adopt a flexible ap- 
proach to the exercse of its de- 
claratory jurisdiction in this 
field. The only rigid rule was, 
following Imperial Tobacco Ltd 
v Attorney-General [1981] AC 
718, that once criminal pro- 
ceedings had begun the civil 
courts sbould not intervene. 

Criminal disputes, even upon 
pure issues of law, were best de- 
cided m criminal courts between 
the parties most directly af- 
fected by their outcome. The 
civil courts should be wary of 
embarking ou the jurisdiction 


otherwise than at the suit of the 
Attorney-General (not least 
where be bad refused his fiat for 
relator proceedings), and when 
existing not merely prospective, 
conduct was involved and a de- 
claration of criminality was 
sought, rather than one of non- 
criminality. 

The availability of an alter- 
native remedy was always rel- 
evant, and might be decisive 
Not only was a private prose - 
cution as effective and conve- 
nient a remedy as judicial 
review for pursuing Camelot \s 
frue grievance, but it was in- 
deed their only proper remc- 
<ty. It seemed undesirable for 
the court to be invited to de- 
clare C a criminal in proceed- 
fogs brought by A against B 
even where C was made a 
party to the application. 

In short, but for one con- 
sideration the application for 
leave to move would have Ixxn 
unhesitatingly refused. How- 
ever, the contrary view was 

SWSSKW 

some importance. 

A ^ fusaJ leave would 
spell the end of the mailer 

iSL W ° U i d ^’refore be 
Smu?’ t . fle substantive 
challer^e dismissed. Camelot 
could then, if they wished S 
to cany Ihetr argument fomnrd 

O’Hanion. Barrister 
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A vote for Sinn Fein is a vote for violence 


T he people of Ireland have 
expressed a yearning for a lasting 
peace settlement and a new 
democracy, if this challenge ts to be 
translated into reality then we must all 
respond to itwith courage and imao- 

K a ! ! ISL. NO S^ Itokpendent’s words, 
but those of Gerry Adams, parliament 
y taty candidate and would-be new 
i “ emo< ^ at - It is easy to condemn the 
i| hypocrisy and self-importance of these 
” ^ntonents, penned by an apologist for 
terro rism in his autobiography. But 

condemnation is not enough. It is easy 

to satirise the “courage and imagina- 
Don : with which the IRA has prose- 
cuted Us pre-election campaign of dis- 
ruption m England. It has certainly 
been . imaginative, if the courage 
involved in telephone hoaxing is l es s 
apparent But mockeiy-js not enough. 
It is all too easy to point out the 
counter-productive fllogic of the 
IRArSihn Fein campaign for a u ni te d 
Ireland. The idea that, by forcing much 
of the population of London yesterday 
and great swaths of Britain last week 
r fo get on their bikes to go to work, the 
cause of Irish republic anism is 
advanced is moonshine. 

The people of London were pushed 
into deep thought about whether the 
car economy really is sustainable, 
whether global warming realty has 
changed the weather, whether there is 
anything that can be done to thwart tac- 
tical disruption of British national life 


by the use of code-words and the 
occasional real bomb. Hie one thing 
they did not thmir about, except possi- 
bly when prompted by journalists and . 
phone-ins and six-year-olds repeatedly 
asking “Why?”, was about the injus- 
tice suffered by the nationalist popu- 
lation of Northern Ireland since 1922. 

'And if they had thought about it, 
they were hardly likely to gwiatm, as 
they sat in what seemed like city-wide 
gridlock, “My goodness; that Gerry 
Adams is quite right, after all ” Many 
people in Great Bri tain already thrnfr 
the troops should be withdrawn from 
Northern Ireland and the territory 
banded to the Irish Republic — but 
mainly on the basis that it is a tangjed- 
zness and should be left to the Irish 
themselves to sort out. But those who ' 
disagree, mainly because a majority in 
Northern Ireland wants to remain in 
the United Kingdom, are not going to 
be swayed by terrorism. 

If they were swayed, they might do 
worse than read Mr Adams’s autobi- 
ography, which would onty have the 
effect of strengthening their original 
view. The impassioned call for political 
leadership all round, a new democracy 
and “an inclusive process of negotia- 
tion” is negated by an unyielding state- 
ment of the goal, described as “a set- 
tlement between the people of Britain 
and the people of the island of Ireland, 
based on respect for our mutual inde- 
pendence”, which is onty a wordy way 
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of saying “a united Ireland”. Hie book 
confirms that the plausible Sinn Fern 
leader, who at the weekend proclaimed 
“a dream” of a peaceful Ireland, is a 
spokesman for the men of violence and 
indeed that he was one of them him- 
self. For, while Londoners, Mancuni- 
ans and Grand National racegoers 
might tut with irritation while grudg- 
ingly admitting relief that the new 
IRA strategy has not killed anyone on 
the mainland (yet), it must be remem- 
bered thatin Northern Ireland the IRA 
is still torturing, intimidating and 
kilting. Last month the IRA Shot a sol- 
dier dead; earlier this month it shot and 


almost killed a policewoman. 

It is, however, not enough to con- 
demn this odious twisting of the 
language of democracy, in which 
violence can be justified as a way of 
seeking a united Ireland, when the 
people of Northern or Southern 
Ireland reject the violence and, on 
these terms, the forced unification too. 

Why? Because Gerry Adams and 
Martin McGumness do represent a 
community of real people in Northern 
Ireland. Sum Fein may represent onty 
15 per cent of the vote, but the sense 
of grievance that animates this section 
of our society is enough to sustain a 


campaign of terror for decades to 
come. It has to be recognised that Mr 
Adams and Mr McGtrirmess are walk- 
ing a tightrope, trying to retain their 
credibility with the dark forces behind 
them while attempting to deliver some- 
thing concrete for their constituents. 

So, what way forward after the elec- 
tion? In the long term, the right 
approach must be to make foe repub- 
lican minority feel that its aspirations 
are taken seriously - however incom- 
patible they are with the aspirations of 
others. That is the underlying argument 
for including Sinn Fein in all-party 
talks. It is an urgent matter foe new 
government, of whichever party, could 
race a crisis in Northern Ireland within 
weeks. The Orange marching season 
has already begun, with the hot month 
of July not far away. John Major got 
stuck on foe weapons issue, but there 
is a case for a new Labour government 
being bolder. History would not con- 
demn Tbny Blair for talking to terror- 
ists who retained their arms in the short 
term if foe outcome were a lasting 
peace or even, more likely, a succession 
of temporary cease-fires whicb might 
grow into a longer peace. If it did not 
succeed, what would have been lost? 

But before then, foe general election 
itself offers a chance to engage with the 
republican communities of West 
Belfast, Mid-Ulster and West Tyrone, 
foe onty three constituencies which 
could elect Sinn Fein MPs. When Sinn 


Fein polled its record 15.5 per cent in 
the Fbrutn elections last year, it was 
widely interpreted as a vote for a new 
cease-fire and for the channelling of 
republican demands into foe democ- 
ratic sphere. But if Sinn Fein polls well 
on Thursday week, it will be interpreted 
as a vote for violence and for a con- 
tinuation of foe campaign of terror. Let 
us send a message to foe electors in 
those seats: this time, vote for anyone 
except Sinn Fein. 


Labour’s passion 
for purple 


W hat happens when you take bright, 
pillar-box socialism red and mix 
it with ricb, aristocraticTory blue? You 
can try this at home, bur the answer is 
purple. Question: why is purple foe new 
Labour colour? Does it have anything 
to do with a subtle suggestion from 
Millbank spin-people that they are 
moving deftly rightwards? Will foe 
New Labour purple deepen and 
deepen so that, one day, when no one 
is paying attention, it suddenly looks 
indistinguishable from blue - a good 
colour to go with Union Jacks and bull- 
dogs? What a cynical thought: we arc 
assured that the reason is simply that 
purple is foe “colour of passion”. Fair 
enough. But a passion for what? 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


What can the 
IRA hope 
to achieve? 


Sin Could a spokesman for the 
IRA explain to me as a working, 
travelling Londoner what my 
response should be to bomb threats 
which dose London stations? My 
first instinct is to curse the IRA and 
then maybe all the Irish, North and 
South, but that is neither fair nor 
helpful 

If the bombs are a punishment 
for past history someone could 
argue a justification, but no 
progress is made to a.fdture 
solution. Does foe ERA (and Sinn 
Fein) not Tealise that the obstacle 
to their wishes is notfoe British 
public but a large number of the 
people of Northern Ireland? I do 
not say “majority”, because I 
believe and hope that the 
majority want peace and the 
possibility to live their lives 
without disruption. 

For nearly 30 years, IRA tactics 
have been met only with 
intransigence and retaliation. I do 
not understand what the current 
campaign can, or hopes to, achieve. 
NICHOLAS HOOTON 
London SE8 


Education for 
a rich elite 


Sir You are right (leading article, 
21 April) to suggest that politicians 
are only pretending that education 
is their fhst, second and third 
priority. 

If it really were, not onty would 
they think iheir ideas through more 
clearly, but they (and you) would 
devote some space to the plight of 
lertiaiy education, public spending 
on which (excluding tuition fees 
and maintenance grants) puls the 
UK second frombottom among 
OECD nations. 

You are also right to dismiss 
simplistic appeals for a return to 
selective schools. However, you are 
wrong to imply that selection no 
longer exists, or that current 
selection criteria are defensible. 

Figures published last week 
reveal that whereas a majority of 
thevnung people from foe most 

affluent neighbourhoods enter 
higher education, onty 10 per cent 
of young people from the poorest 
neighbourhoods do so. 

This is because the schools 
serving richer neighbourhoods 
iparticularlv the public schools; 
operate their selection prunanty 
on foe criterion of affluence. We 
have moved from a system of 
higher education which was small 
though largely meritocratic to 

one which is larger but _ 
increasingly «flitisL This is an 
issue which no party is addressing 
squarely, 

PK BURGESS 
President . 

Association of University Teachers 

Landau Wit 


Sir: Your correspondents (Letters, 

19 April) rjghttypoint out how all 
the political rhetonc about foe 
education system can be undercut 
by observing Where 
monsters send th« r 

educated and how 1 much they are 

conclusion that abolition of private 
education is the key to improving 
state schools, let us t»«uttros. 
TV last 10 yeas of foe National 
Cuxricuhun (this does not apply 

the private sector) have seen a 

remarkable shift tapo**”” “ 
what schools are all about- Boin 
Labourand Conservatives sec 


to 



education as having an 
overwhelmingly economic 
purjjose. There are levels of 
attainment to be reached, norms to 
be met. Ibsting, assessment, 
measures of value are the new 
language. Where have the liberal 
values of education gone? If thqy 
are thriving anywhere itwfl] be in 
the private sector, albeit a small 
partof it. 

A healthy education system 

needs more than an equitable 
distribution of resources; if it is to 
be worth having, it needs room for 
dissent and variety. Education is 
too important to be left in the 
bands of the Government. 

PETER POOL 
Shipley. 

MstYorkshiK 


Sir. Your article on “phoney 
addresses and religious 
conversions” (17 April) caught my 
attention as for several years I 
served as a governor of a local 
Church of England infants' school 
with special responsibility for _ 

admfesionf This was, and stffl is, a 

highly popular school which 
therefore ted to apply strict criteria 

for admission- . ' 

We used a simple way of a 
verifying a child's home address 
which requires more than a 
compliant friend to falsify; that 
is. to insist on seeing the duld 
benefit book or document for 
that particular child. When an 
offer of a place was made, the 

_«,mr/>ar^rwasaskedt0 


offer Of a place wa* u»w, “ 
parent or carer was asked to 
return foe acceptance in person 
at the same rime to show the 


UtUbu* w 

return foe acceptance 
and at foe same rime to snow wc 
child benefit document to the. 
school secretary, if they declined 
to do this, the offer of a place 
would be withdrawn. I beherve 

font m this way we were ableto 

eliminate the sort of dishonesty 


over addresses described in your 
article. 

JOANNA FRENCH 
London SE21 


Sir: On page 3 of today’s edition 
(21 April) you reveal that Eton 
College, a charitable institution 


used by the very wealthy, has assets 
of £13lmu On Page 9 a story on 
hospital waiting lists now exceeding 
1.1 million. On the letters page a 
plea for continued state subsidy for 
the wealthy to educate their 
children. 

Surety the Tbry campaign will 
. reveal plans to step this waste of 
public money. By shutting more 

hospitals. 

JONATHAN DUMBELL 
London Ell 


Aid with too 
many strings 


Sin Your front page lead of 18 
April wasa valiant attempt to raise 
foe election campaign to issues of 
aid and development. It rightly 
emphasised the good work done by 
Chancellor Kenneth Clark in 
getting Western countries to agree 
to debt refief proposals; and 
contrasted this with the role of the 
ZMI^ and foe USA in particular, in 
delay in g ; their introduction and 
tying them to foe kind of economic 
shock treatment seen in Eastern 
Europe. 

However, your economics 
editor, Diane Coyle, does no 
service to an informed debate by 
telling readers that “the 


Conservative manifesto does not 
mention aid, while Labour’s 
affirms its co mmi tment to spending 
0.7 per cent of national income on 
overseas aid”. In truth, not onty 
does foe Tory manifesto mention 
aid, but in many respects it says 
much the same about it as Labour, 
while both parties make dear that 
the UN’s target of 0.7jper cent of 
GDP is a spending objective, not a 
promise. 

In one crucial respect, though, 
they are rather different The 
Tbneswant to focus aid on 
countries “growing towards self- 
sufficiency under democratic 
government”, while Labour wants 
to target aid to those in greatest 
need, while the Conservatives 
seem to expect countries such as 
Rwanda to play by “Westminster 
rules”. Labour is interested only in 
the poorest of the poor. 

But where does any of this leave 
those developing countries that 
aren’t starving, or show precious 
tittle sign, of “growing towards 
democracy*? 

NEELRARTRICK 
London N7 


British Library 
goes online 


Sin I sympathise with the 
frustration experienced by Mike 
Ainscough (letter, 16 April) in 
trying to gam online access to foe 
holdings of the British library, but 
can assure him that his frustration 
will be short-lived. 

On 20 May, in response to our 


users’ needs and wishes, the British 
library will launch OPAC 97, which 
will provide free access via the 
World Wide Wbb to foe main 
reading room catalogues. Anyone 
with Internet access and a Web 
browser will have access to OPAC 
97 without the need for any 
additional software or system. 

A digitisation programme 
comparable to that of the Library 
of Congress would need funding 
comparable to that given to our 
American colleagues. Sadly, such 
resources seem unlikely to be 
forthcoming from this or any other 
government in the near future. 
BRIAN LANG 
Chief Executive 
The British Library 
London NW1 


Church and state 
belong apart 

Sin Andrew Brown’s article 
“Frailty, thy name is Williamson" 
(15 April) raises one big question. 


Not that of the ordination of women 
priests (as a Nonconformist I 
recognise the priesthood of all 
believers'), but that of the 
disestabnshment of the Church of 
England. At a time when 
constitutional reform is back on Lhe 
political agenda no one seems to be 
asking whether it is about time we 
reviewed the constitutional anomaly 
that is the Anglican Church. 

The legal sBenanigans over the 
ordination of women priests 
instigated by Paul Williamson are 
both costly and absurd. Why 
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should foe state have a say in 
interna] church matters? It is about 
time that, we recognised that 
church and state are two separate 
institutions with two different 
goals. The church is to preach foe 
gospel and function as salt and 
fight in society. The state is to 
provide law and order and national 
defence, and to oversee the 
economy and so on. The 
relationship should be an indirect 
one, with the church bringing 
moral pressure to bear upon the 
state and the state upholding 
freedom of religion. 

The Rev GUY A DAVIES 
SturminsterNewton, Dorset 


On track for 
confrontation 


Sin John WIHcock's new manly 
piece on Nicola Fouiston, chief 
executive of Brands Hatch Leisure, 
(17 April) insults the British racing 
establishment and British racers. 

Quite a few people felt foal some 
of the money spent on Mb 
Fouiston’s cosmetic improvements 
should have been spent on 
improving the track itself. But then, 
they’re “onty in it for the sport” so 
then opinions are irrelevant. 

Nicola Fouiston didn't run up 
against a “wall of testosterone” 
because she was a woman taking on 
the “blazer-and-cravai-wearing 
male motor-racing establishment”. 
Raceis aren’t sexist as a general 
rule - aseven Barbara Cartland, 
who used to race Bentleys is lhe 
late Twenties, could tell you. She 
ran up against people who simply 
didn’t like the cut of her jib - for 
very good reasons. 

PROSPER KEATING 
Paris 


A tactical vote is 
a negative vote 


Sir: I was both saddened and 
somewhat amused by Bruce Kent's 
letter (21 April) attacking Vanessa 
Redgrave for her intention to vote 
Liberal Democrat 
It is sad to see Brace Kent 
reduced to supporting “tactical" 
voting. I admired him as a 
passionate and articulate 
campaigner for CND in the 


Eighties who put principles before 
ragmatism and played a 


pragmatism and playec 
prominent role in the opposition to 
Conservative defence policies. 

Tactical voting is better 
described as negative voting, where 
voters are asked to put their views 
to one side and vote to stop another 
candidate from winning. It rests on 
a series of questionable 
assumptions about voting 
behaviour and foe ability of 
forecasters such as Mr Kent (and 
Mystic Meg, perhaps) to predict 
the outcome in any constituency. 
ROBERT MEADOWCROFT 
London E10 


Sir: You are correct to remind us 
that “It’s not over yet” in your lead 
report of 21 April, But your focus 
group survey does not “confound 
foe polls" - it bears out their figures 
with almost uncanny accuracy. 

A close examination of the 
voting preferences expressed by foe 
30 people interviewed reveals that 
of the 34 who said they voted Tbry 
last time, only 13 have definitely 
decided to do so again, five are 
undecided and six have switched to 
Other parties. Thus, even if all five 
“undecideds” return to the Tory 
fold, foe party w SI still have lost a 
quarter (six out of 24) of its former 
supporters. This is precisely in line 
with recent opinion polls, which 
show the Tbries down from their 42 
per cent share of the vote in 1992 to 
about 31 per cent now - a fall of 
one quarter. 

NICK CATTERMOLE 
London SW16 


Sir While we were driving in 
Norfolk recently my daughter said 
that she felt sorry for foe 
Conservatives. 1 asked why. She 
said that they all seemed to be 
homeless: after all, nearly all of 
their election posters are in fields 
and not outside houses, like those 
of the other parties. 

HUMPHREY BORGNTS 
North Elmham, 

Norfolk 


Sin The Tbry manifesto claims at 
page 44 that Britain under the 
party’s stewardship is “A World 
Leader in Sports, Arts and 
Culture". Aim, perhaps; culture, 
even: but sport? I may, as a residual 
Oz, be slightly biased. Even so, 
doesn’t this make it as Frantic 
Boast of the Campaign? 

BRUCE PAGE 
London EC2 


Ambridge lobby 

Sin Your report that foe Secretary 
of State for foe Environment has 
changed his mind on the planting 
ol lucrative flax in an East Sussex 
site of special scientific interest 
surety has little to do with foe 
merits of nature conservation. 
Rather it has everything to do with 
foe fact that Simon Pemberton, 
middle-class hate figure and certain 
Tbry in The Archers, intended to 
replant foe whole of Grange Farm 
with il once foe Gnrndys were 
evicted. 

Mr Glimmer’s political antennae 
remain as finely tuned as his 
research assistant’s radio. 

CHRIS MOORHOUSE 
Sheffield 
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The sacred 

sites of Britain 

Tomorrow sees the launch of a huge project to 
protect stone circles, ruined abbeys and 
sanctified sites around the world Paul Vallely 
expands on the definition of sacred and 
suggests some precious places of his own 


J ust to be on the safe 
side they took the 
statue and burned it 
publicly in Smifofield 
as if it were a living 
heretic. The object in question 
was the Black Virgin of Wifles- 
den which had apparently 
drifted miraculously up from 
the bottom of a holy well in the 
12th century and had become 
the centre of a cult of healing 
and the focus of pilgrimage. At 
the Reformation the early Eng- 
lish Protestants did not, of 
course, believe that the lump of 
wood possessed any supernat- 
ural powers, but it was best not 
to take any chances. 

For the next 400 years the 
well remained sealed beneath 
the 10th century church of St 
Mary's in the north London 
suburb - though until 1902 the 
parish had to pay an annual fine 
of £1 6s Od, originally imposed 
by Henry VI IT in penance for 
having ever given the statue 
nave-room. 

Tomorrow the Archbishop of 
Canterbury will visit the re- 
opened well, with its new black 
madonna, to bless the waters in 
the company of representatives 
of eight other faiths - from 
Baha'i to Taoist - in the launch 
of an international Sacred Land 
project which seeks to protea 
sanctified sites in more than 
nine different countries. 

The enterprise is something 
of a success even before it 
begins. With a five-year budget 
in this country of £750,000 - 
backed by the Duke of Edin- 
burgh and funded by the 
Worldwide Fund for Nature, 
the Piikington Foundation and 
the Japanese organic agricul- 
ture giant MOA International 


- it set out to sponsor 2,000 sites 
by the year 2000 but has 
adopted 700 already and is now 
aiming for 5,000 in the UK 
alone. 

But in addition to the pre- 
dictable stone circles, mined 
abbeys, sacred groves, holy 
wells and old pilgrimage routes 
its organisers have decided - in 
pursuit of their claim that 
everyone in the country is 
within 10 miles of a sacred site 

- that they have to invent some 
new ones. “The creation of 
new sacred places, particularly 
in urban areas,” is one of the 
project’s bullet-point aims. 

You might think they would 
have no trouble in finding icons 
of our modem secular idola- 
tries. How about a 
shrine at the leg- 
endary Mr Sifter's 
shop where the 
Oasis songwriter 
Noel Gallagher 
bought music 
when he was 16? 

Or the King's 
Road where Kate 
Moss and other 

queens of the cat- 

walk were first = 
spotted by fashion 
scouts? Or the square foot of 
turf at Selhuist Park where 
Manchester United's David 
Beckham scored from the half- 
way line on the first day of the 
season? Or, for those who 
locate sanctity in the innocence 
of childhood, the bridge in 
Ashdown Forest where Pooh 
sticks were invented. 

This is not quite what they 
have in mind. At the launch of 
the Sacred Land project in 
Scotland last week the main 
ceremony took place in the 


6 How about a 
shrine at the 
shop where 
Noel Gall^her 
bought his 
music? 9 
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town square in the 
ancient burgh of Wig- 
town, a depressed lit- 
tle place where 
unemployment is 
high, shops are 
boarded up and the 
town centre is 
empty. 

Local worthy 
Andrew Patter- 
son (a former 
clergyman and 
now an SNP 
councillor) 

spoke of the dereliction 
in the heart of the town sinra 
changes in agriculture forced 
the closure of its two cream- 
eries producing worse social 
indicators than urban problem 
areas like Tbxteth. 
522S The Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Major 
Edward Oi 
Ewing, read out a 
letter from Prince 
Philip underscor- 
ing the dose rela- 
tionship between 
religions and their 
attitude to con- 

serration. And the 

project's guiding 
light, Martin 
Palmer, insisted that in a place 
like this “it isn’t enough just to 
do an urban redevelopment 
plan; if it’s sacred we walk 
more gently and are God- 
guided in what we do to our 
surro undings " - 

All of which sounds a bit 
metaphysical for a fairly simple 
redesign of the gardens at the 
centre of the square and its 
adjoining market cross. What 
was sacred about that? 

“We use sacred and special 
interchangeably,” Palmer 
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explains to 
quell my scepticism. The 
trouble is that while few would 
object to the project’s three 
main aims — the pro- 
tection of historic sites, 
wildlife conservation 
and urban regeneration 
- linking them together 
in situations which are in 
some cases rather tenuous 
is an invitation to all kinds 
of New Age guffeiy. 

Pahner, who is director 
of the International Con- 
sultancy on Religion, Edu- 
cation and Culture and reli- 
gions adviser to Prince Philip, 
has a wide view of what makes 
a sacred space. “Places can be 
holy through association; the 
River Jordan is just a muddy lit- 
tle stream compared with the 
Tigris, Euphrates or Nile but 
' something special happened 
there. Places can be hallowed 
by prayer like Canterbury, 
which has nothing physically 
significant but is a place to 
which people went to pray for 
centuries. Or they can be inher- 
ently sacred like the druidic 
Silent Pool near Guildford, the 
island of Iona or St Ninian's 
cave at Whithorn. 

He has a point there. 
Whithorn has plenty of history. 
It is the site of the oldest 
monastery in the UK, on the 
Galloway peninsula where 
Christianity survived in an 
ancient form outside the juris- 
diction of Roman Britain when 
that outpost of empire fell to 
the barbarian hordes. And it is 
living histoiy. Its archaeologist, 
Peter H31, has been only this 
month piecing together a new 
theory from a reinterpretation 


of fourth- 
century stone inscrip- 
tions which suggest it may have 
survived as an outpost of Pela- 
gian heretics. There, on a site 
which has been the focus of pil- 
grimage for 1600 years, Sacred 
Land is developing a Celtic 
monastic herbarium. 

But it is half-an-houris walk 
away, on the huge-pebbled 
foreshore of wide grey sea, that 
the true enchantment of 
Whithorn is to be found. At the 
Western extremity of the beach 
the eye is ineluctably drawn to 
the black mouth of the cave to 
which Ninian, the first bishop of 
the community, retreated for 
prayer. It stands at the foot of 
a huge gash in the rust-orange 
cliffade whose expanse is bro- 
ken only by the odd tenacious 


fern and the pebbles 
placed in its crevices by pilgrims 
- pebbles which, thanks to the 

carThT imncPwitb veins of 
intruded rock which form the 
shape of a cross. But its power 
cranes from its isolation, from 
its uninterrupted vista of the 
horizon across which die sun 
rises, and from a silence broken 
only by the hiss of the waves 
drawing bade across the stones 
and the cries of the kittiwakes 
that wheel overhead. . 

By the side of it the plans for 
Wigtown seem paltry, Andrew 
Patterson seeks refuge in the- 
ology, quoting Martin Luther’s 
line “where is God not?” This 
is, after ataman who when be. 
was a minister once told day- 
dreamers during pne of bis ser- 
mons that they would be “bet- 
ter in the pub thinking about 


Places worth preserving: (clockwise 
from top) Abbey Road; St Aidarts 
statue, Undtsfame; the King's Road, 
Chelsea, haunt of the celebrity; 
and the haBowed Kop at Airfield 


the church than to be in the 
church thinking about the pub”. 

But if God is to be found 
everywhere why are people - 
the agnostic as well as the reli- 
gious - so drawn to places like 
Ninian’s Cave? 

It is a Buddhist nun who 
supplies the answer. Despite 
her shaven head and her wine- 
coloured habit, she introduces 
herself in a rich Highland bun- 
as Ani Lhamo, though she 
eventually reveals that her 
mother, after eight years as a 
nun, still calls her Edith. Her 
Tibetan lama, Yeshe Losai, 
from the Samye Ling Tibetan 
Buddhist Centre in Dumfries, 
had been speaking of another 
Sacred Land project - to build 
a Buddhist retreat centre on 
Holy Island, off Arran. He 
was drawn to the place by a 
“strong warm feeling” which 
he said emanated from a her- 
mit, St Molaise, who had lived 
there in the 6th century. A 
place where a great person 
retrained their mind and 
became very pure, he 
explained, retains something 
of them after they have gone. 

“Ultimately everywhere is 
sacred,” added Ani. “It’s just 


that we are so imperfect 
that we can't see it. So we 
needed to find a place 
like this, and each of us 
will need to find some- 
where different. 

Such sacred places, 
says Martin Palmer, 
are signs that people 
have been grappling 
for thousands of 
years with the reli- 
gious quest- and they have an 
added importance for those 
who live m a secular world 
which dismisses such notions. 
“They are places where we 
encounter something power- 
ful," says Palmer. Today many 
people -including many m the 
Church - are afraid of power- 
ful language. But we surrender 
our powerful places to New 
Agers and fancy dress special- 
ists at our risk. 

Yet it is precisely to such 
romantic Aquarian nonsense 
that a project like Sacred Land 
inv uln erable. It is not helped by 
supporters who speak about 
“vibes and mega-vibes or like 
the environmentalist David Bel- 
lamy, who talks of the sacred in 
terms of a “tingle" and says 
sacred places must have “an 
aura of peace and tranquillity, 
a sense of being safe”. For the 
truly sacred must encompass 
not safety but attraction, dread 
and exhilaration beyond rea- 
son’s grasp — what the ancients 
called the mysterium tremen- 
dum et fascuttms. 

n the saaed is a sense of the 
e and the not- 

touched but also a 

sense of empowerment. It is a 
place which enables change 
and sends the affected individ- 
ual out to affect change else- 
where. It is the opposite of safe. 
It is precisely the sense of “I am 
not like this” which seizes the 
individual awed by the view 
from a mountain top or even by 
the power of a work of ait. If it 
is a place where the veil 
between heaven and earth is 
particularly thin it is so because 
it enables us to sense new pos- 
sibilities, to break step with 
our mundane realities and 
envisage something which tran- 
scends them. 

Of course the numinous is 
subjective. Which is why some 
will reasonably hold as a sacred 
spot the clock at Old Tkafford 
which stands, stopped, at the 
time the dub's team perished 
in the Munich air crash. For 
those whose youth was encap- 
sulated in the music of Marc 
Bolan the tree into which his 
car crashed on Barnes common 
does that, and the rest of us 
should not mock. 

For others it might be the 
Kop at Liverpool or the Abbey 
Road zebra crossing which 
interrupts the quotidian and 
opens that window into another 
world. Perhaps, even, it is not 
just metaphor to speak of the 
“hallowed wicket” at Lord's in 
homage of that game which the 
E n glish, not being a spiritual 
people, invented in order to 
give themselves some concep- 
tion of eternity. 

Butin Wigtown, by the mar- 
ket cross? Perhaps Andrew Pat- 
terson knows something the 
rest of us don't. 




You can rely on ‘Radio Times’ to get it wrong 


W e in Britain like to 
have Aunt Sallys. 

We like to have 
convenient targets for our 
contempt. Comedians, 
especially, tike to have 
convenient targets for 
contempt. They tike to make 
jokes anout mothers-in-law, 
and Scunthorpe, and British 
Rail sandwiches, and French 
plumbing, and Simon Dee... 

But everything changes, 
even Aunt Sallys, though I 
didn't know this wben I was a 
lad. When I was a lad, you 
could have predicted that 
British rail sandwiches would 
be laughed at for ever. “As. 
limp as a British Rail 
sandwich.” “Is he dead, 
Inspector?” “As dead as a 
British Rail ham sandwich. 
Sergeant” Phrases like this 
were thought to be funny 
enough never to die, and the 
men who made them could 
not have predicted that one 
day tWO amazing thin gs 
would happen: one, that the 
sandwiches on railway trains 
would become very good, 
and two, that British Rail 
would cease to exist 

This, in itself, is not enough 
to stop the British treating 
British Rail sandwiches as an 
Aunt Sally. The British love 
their Aunt Sallys so much 
that reality has very tittle 
impact on them. Wi still 
think that French lavatories 


are primitive, despite the fact 
that the superioos which 
represent foe cream of our 
sanitary sanctums are a 
French import We still think 
that Scunthorpe is a byword 
for dullness, despite Private 
Eye ' s valiant effort to replace 
it with Neasden, and despite 
the fact that none of us has 
ever been to Scunthorpe. In 
the teeth of all foe evidence, 
we still think that mothers-in- 
law are tyrants, and that 
Scotsmen are mean, and that 
trains are .strapped by leaves 
on the tine, that phones are 


misprints. 

That was an inter 
Aunt Sally, foe idea that 
Guardian led the world m 
misprints, because it was a 
quite modem Aunt Sally, and 
quite localised, limited to 
middle-class media folk - not 
the sort of joke you’d hear 
made much outside London. 
But the perception that the 
paper was full of misprints 
was very widespread m the 
media milieu, partly because 
it was funny ami because for 
awhile it was true. I can 
remember a startling 
example of it in real life. 
Philip Hope-Wfellace, a 
Guardian columnist, had a 
plaque unveiled to him in H 
Vino’s wine bar in Fleet 
Street, above foe chair where 



Miles 

Kington 

so often sat. He was flattered 
but objected mildly to the 
management that they bad 
It his name wrong on the 
: - Phillip instead of 



‘Impossible!” said the 
management. “Why, we even 
checked the spelling with The 
Guardian!" 

The myth was so 
widespread that The 
Guardian became wittily 
known as the “GrauniacT. 
Whether because of this 
reputation or not, I do not 
know, but foe paper is now . 
pretty free from misprints 
and as well proof-read as any 
paper I know. This may be 
all right for The Guardian, 
but it is unfair on those of us 
who need an Aunt Sally for - 


misprints, a paper to which 
we can refer jocularly as a 
byword for spelling mistakes. 

In foe absence of any 
other candidate I would like 
to nominate foe Radio Times. 

The immediate reason for 
this is personal, in that the 
RT recently spelt my name as 
Miles Kingston. 

But this is not an isolated 
case. Stung by my own 
misfortune, I have started 
keeping a sharp eye on foe 
Radio Times and have 
noticed some very odd errors 
in this once fine organ. Not 
so long ago they printed the 
name Harry Carpenter when 
they clearly meant 
Humphrey Carpenter. They 
referred to Reggie Nadelson 
as “he" when “he” is actually 
a woman. They brought us a 
film starring a man called 
Kerin KHne, though I think 
they actually meant Kevin 
Kline. And last week they 
told us that one of the guests 
on Radio 4’s The News Quiz 
would be Francs Whelan. In 
fact, it turned out to be 
Frauds Wheeu. Wheen was 
on the programme again this 
week. But in the Radio limes 
he was listed as Francis 
Whelan yet again. The old 
“Gnumiad” in its heyday 
would have been proud of 
getting the same name wrong 

tWO weeks r unning 

Even BBC announcers are 


being misled by the Radio 
Times. The other night there 
was an edition of Jazz Notes 
on Radio 3 at the usual 
barbarous time of 0030, 
which I listened to because I 
happened to be up late that 
night, and because it 
promised a review of recent 
records by the interesting 
musician Deirdre Cartwright. 

“In a few minutes we'l! be 
getting Deirdre Cartwright's 
round-up of new records," 
said the announcer, before 
{daring a short Satie piece to 
fill foe gap, 

“Weti,” said presenter 
Digby Fairweafoer a few 
minutes later, “the Radio 
Tifncs bill in g promised vou a 
visit from Deirdre 
Cartwright, but we have had 
to postpone that because wc 
are bringing you a concert 
from Birmingham.” 

So the Radio Times got it 
wrong. Rir enough. The 
Radio Tunes gets things 
wrong. What was amazutc 
was that the Radio 3 
announcer also got it wxmg 
only two minutes before the 
programme and had no idea 
what was coining next. 

He must have been 
reading the Radio Times. 

A great error. 

tne Radio Tunes , they will 
find a good home in this 
column. 
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the commentators 


A reliable guide on 
; ^the racecourse and 
pragmatic over 
. ? ££ Europe, the shadow 
■ J Foreign Secretary 
is renowned for 
' always doing his 
. ■ homework, says 
' ' ’ uj: Donald Macintyre 


1 

hit It. rf 


s if we take Cook’s tour 


J ohn McCririck is on the stage of 
tbe night chib at Ijvingstonloot- 
ball chib's stadium outside Edin- 
burgh, smoking a torpedo-size 
cigar and doing his old friend 
Robin Cook proud: *1 don’t know how you 
do it Robin. It sickens me to my gut. I'm 
jealous. Just how do you do it?" This is high 
praise. Racing’s most famous television per- 
sonality isn’t talking about Cook’s parlia- 
mentary skills, or his dissection of the Scott 
report* or his ability to remain his own man 
in a party increasingly famous for its inter- 
nal discipline. He’s talking about Cook’s tal- 
ents as a racing tipster, cm display each Sat- 
urday in Glasgow’s Herald. 

As one of the country’s most u nlike ly 
celebrity converts to Labour, McCririck has 
come to the shadow Foreign Secretary’s 
constituency to lend him his support. An old 
Harrovian of pronounced right- wing views, 
McCririck has been converted entirely by 
the affection he has for his fellow racing 
fanatic. This is odd, since Cook is unmis- 
takably to the left of Tbny Blair. McCririck 
explains over dinner, before the two men 
appear on a panel to discuss the following 
day’s Scottish Grand National, that he has 
been particularly cheered by how “you ruled 
out a single currency in the next parlia- 
ment'*. Never mind that Cook didn't quite 
do that 

At one point, even Code looks a trifle 
anxious as McCririck suddenly risks the 
wrath of some members of his young audi- 
ence by launching an extravageot denun- 
ciation of the Scottish National Party, the 
main challenger to Labour in Cook’s Liv- 
ingston constituency. “What party with, 
the word ‘national’ in it has ever done any- 
thing for anyone? Look at them: the British 
National Rirty, the National Boot, tbe. 
National, Socialists ;.." .^What abouttbe?- 
African National Cbngress?’’ asks a qiifck-' 
witted-yourig man. ‘‘The jury’s still out on 
them," McCririck shouts back, unfazed. 

The following day he wiD point out, in an 
interview with Cook on Channel Four's rac- 
ing programme, that Cook’s GrarnT. 
National tip. Sister Stephanie, proved a 
lemon. She was 4-1 favourite but unseated 



A racing certainty for Foreign Secretary? Robin Cook with the television horse-racing pundit John McCririck 


berjocfcqreariyin the race, losing The Inde- " 
pendent £10 m the process. But Cook’s other 
tips came home: Sparky Gayle in the 255 
at Ayr, and m the 325 -how could he not 
have punted it? - Shadow Leader? 

So we now know his interest in horses is 
taken seriously by the professionals. It 
started 15 years ago when he, his wife and 
his two children, surrounded by equestri- 
ans at their favourite holiday spot in the 
New Forest, derided that if you can’t beat 
them, join theta You’re as likely to see a 
picture of Cook on horseback in Scottish 
Farmer as his mugshot in Tribune. 

And he hopes to keep his racing col umn 
after the election. 

In Manchester on Friday, haring com- 
pleted a taxing TV interview an Labour’s 
European policy, and with a plane to catch, 
be sat down with his form guide in a BBC 
office for 20 minutes while Gary Utley, the 
focal MEP, ptdidg^y read oirtfoeAyrrun- 
nas ffOfli Geerax,Test Cool^pIredB^ 
mn the error, unthinkable in Lwagston, of 
referring to a horse that wasn't running. 

Typical. Cook never neglects his home- 
work. It is oneroasem he rarely makes - 
gaffes, phi a tribute to one he did make - 
predicting that Labour would win big in 
breach of tbe "no oomjdacxaKy" edict -he 
is now given to announcing hbreelf wickedly 


on the telephone to his old sparring part- 
ner thus: “Hello Mandelson, Landslide 
here.") He admits he is a bit of a swot, and 
can’t resist mildly upbraiding a leading 
member of foe Prestwich Jewish commu- 
nity for using an “oxymoron”. 

Cook dearly enjoys the rich picture of 
Britain a wefl-organised election tour gives 


explaining all this in an interview with the 


Bury Times. 
So how Ei 


He is baffled that anyone should 
think he would be a pushover 
among Mow foreign ministers 


you. At a motorway cones factory in mar- 
ginal Bury, he is dented to find that 80 

here. that the 

Department of ’Bade bad been forced, to 
intervene to force the Germans to stop 
blocking imports of tbe cones, he saiefc "You 
see. Thai shows why aveto can be against 
British interests.” If the Germans could not 
be overruled by majority voting to enforce 
the single market, the exports wouldn’t even 
happen. Within minutes he is luridly 


Union generally, the picture is a little 
nwrecomplkated. On the one hand. Cook 
seems baffled that anyone should dunk that,’ 
with his pugilistic political reputation, he 
should be a pushover among his fellow fdr- 
‘ eign ministers. On the other, be is a prag- 
xna^ abrntt^tting^e best outof Europe. 

tuition, be little Englanders. He has 
restrained some of ms more elecnon- 
blinded colleagues from going even further 
down the Ibty Europbotnc road. 


So howEuro-sceptic is tbe Shadow Cab- 
inet’s leading Euro-sceptic? His reserva- 
tions^ - almost entirely an economic grounds 
-about the angle currency, and hs poten- 
tially deflationary implications, are deep 
and continuing. But on the European 


third big power, at the head of countries 
anxious to curb the dominance of the 
Franco-German axis. At the time that 
seemed a heresy. More recently Blair has 

after afl^^a^effective^untervveigh^ta 
Boon. There is certainly no doubt that Blair 
consults him. 

But abroad is for later. This is an election, 
and Cook is dearly a believer in the great 
ItisbAmerican Tip O’NeflTs famous dictum 
that “all politics is locaT. Given that he has 
a majority of S.44S, he takes remarkably 
good care of his constituency. This allegedly 
undubbable man is gregmiously at home 
here m a way he clearly isn’t in the Com- 
mons tea room. In Broxburn - a ward which 
used to be in the old West Lothian con- 
stituency, represented by Thm Dalyell - 
Cook tells a story of whichTip O'Neill would 
have approved. One day the chairman of the 
Broxburn branch came down to Wsstmin- 
stex for the first time and Dalyell introduced 
him to the then dderiy Manny Shinwell, who 


bad held the seat in the early 1930s. Instead 
of reminiscing amiably with the local man, 
Shinwell rounded on him irascibly for his 
loss of the seat. “It was the Broxburn boxes 
whkh let me down in *35,’’ the old man com- 
plained. “If Broxburn had voted for me, I 
would have been the MR And if Td been the 
MP, I would lave become leader of the party 
instead of Attlee." 

Is working-class support holding up in 
the Scottish heartland? One Labour 
councillor, out of Cook’s earshot, says 
some people do say on the doorstep*. “We’ll 


Photograph: Sporting Life 

There is one furtherpoinL Last summer 
Cook pointed out at Chatham House that 
eight of the 15 EU states had governments 
led by sister social democratic parties, far 
from joining Jacques Chirac mid Helmut 
Kohl in a m&iage & tms, a Labour govern- 


vote for Robin Cook right enough but ..." 
But what? That they’re not so keen on 
Blair? “1 didn't say that, you did." he 
replies. Cook himself dismisses the idea 
that traditional Labour supporters will 
defect to the SNP because the parly is too 
right wing. They want the Tones out too 
much. Livingston provides a vivid sense of 
the two elections taking place: the West- 
minster, Europe-obsessed campaign, and 
the bread-and-butter one which is being 
waged on the doorsteps. Cook has even 
been told by one councillor that his 
national profile was helpful when be was 
the health spokesman in 1992 but that “it 
doesn’t make so much difference now you 
have been sidelined to doing Europe". 

Sidelined he isn’t. But how will Cook 
function in a Blair cabineL? He won’t say so, 
but heis certainly consdous that his left-wing 
credentials are as useful to Blur as they are 
to him. Conversely, if there was a revolt by 
intellectuals and peasants against a Blair 
government that had failed to fulfil its 
promise. H isn’t difficult to imagine Cook at 
ns head. Whatever Cook really thinks about 
his old opponent, Gordon Brown's ultra- 
austere spending totals, he is a canny, 
grown-up politician. He is conscious of how 
in 1974 Labour spent first - and paid later. 
Cook at least shares Brown’s belief that this 
is the wrong way round. 

He still refuses, haring been convened 
away from anti-devolutionistn by the out- 
come of the 1983 election, to rule out the 
posribnity of forsaking Westminster in the 
future and going to Edinburgh as a mem- 
ber of the Scottish parliament. He himself 
says it would be “presumptuous" to think 
he would be Scotland's prime minister if he 
did. He agrees that until he took his pre- 
sent job three years ago he wasn't a foreign 
affairs specialist But no one would say since 
then - an authentic Cookism, this - “that 
I haven't applied myself to it". 

The Foreign Office would give him, 
because of the central importance of 
Europe to domestic policy, an important 
entrde across the board of Cabinet policy- 
making. Sir John Odes, the Permanent Sec- 
retary, recently told him he had never 
known as crowded an international agenda 
as the UK feces over the next 18 months: 
the IGC in Amsterdam, the British EU and 
G7 presidencies, Hong Kong, EMU. 

As Cook puts it: “It would be rather odd 
to be offered the world and say youH have 
to go away and think about it." 



The first draft of history: this picture of chakfren running 
from a napalm attack on their village shocked the world 
and symbolised the horror of the Vietnam war 

Photograph: Nick Ut/AP 



words 


Andreas 
Whittam Smith 

From Vietnam to 
Bosnia, Rwanda 

to China, it is the 

photojournalist who preserves 
the decisive moments of history 

T he study by two pholog- We gaze not upon solctiers 

raSrom Sioddart loading their guns or crouched 
S^ Alastair Thain, of in trenches, or upon the 

tatioir to the Serjian force^ ™ev £ thebor- 

taokingdowt on the city from ^bsunniv f 
the surrounding hills: Shoot rot p ^ {o]oum ^stn 

at slow intervals until I order n contribution 

r to «op. Shell them Sl it captures the 

they cant sleep, don t stop moments as events 

until the are on the edge of flfld hoMs them for all 

madness. „ 

At the shmv we do nor actu- different from the role 

aUysceexpkalmcspt^d . Sinews, powerful as 
bloodshed, though hL Sody will look at old 

ever-present during Sarajevo s footage of the Sara- 

lJipo^yorteal. SSSSthey^uldget 

.asSBK«gfi 

■sseassssss 

Sarajevo’s citizens kept gratis ^ ^ power of photo- 
when .their homes were shat- s«nran» Cartier-Bres- 

icrcd or they were disabled by J^™^ rhaps the finest 
war wounds. = - sa “’ y 



pbotajournafist of all, used to 
quote aphrase of Cardinal de 
Retz: "There is nothing in this 
world which does not have a 
decisive moment-" For Cartier- 
Bresson the important thing 
was to choose from the flow of 
images which strike the eye 
and seize the telling one. , 

; ‘ But in the fraction of a sec- 
ond, the time span in which the 
news photographer habitually 
works, there is a further, equally 
onerous requirement: to com- 
pose the picture, to work with 
what Cartier-Bresson called the 
rhythm of surfaces, of lines and 
of values. 

He said it was putting one’s 
head, one's eye and one’s heart 


wife behind him, trying to keep 


image its intensity, its emo- 
tional force. 

The centre-piece of the exhi- 
bition is a senes of pictures of 
people haring to cross an 
important road m the middle of 
Sarajevo, a main artery of the 
dty,:whkli was riddled with' 
sniper fire. 

What do we see7- A father 

running with an infant soo in his 

arms, giving a rueful grin to the 
photographer as he passes, his 


carrying wnat must oe ner 
favourite dolL There is' the 
woman pushing a trolley-load 
of water containers in front of 
her as she hastens along. Water 
is heavy! You wonder whether 
she made it. 

Two women cross the danger' 
zone at a fast walk, arm in ann, 
the one resolme, the other 
trembling with uncontrollable 
fear. And a Bosnian soldier 
guides a blind man across the 
deadly street, both especially 
vulnerable, the soldier in his 
uniform, foe blind man with his 
stick. 

There are also two pictures 
which convey joy in tbe midst of 
tragedy. In one, a mother with 
both Tegs amputated squats on 
a low stool wifo her skirt tucked 
under her stumps, and cheer- 
fully greets her young daughter 
eagerly running towards her. In 
the other a blind, deaf woman, 
raped during the war, holds her 
baby in her arms; both of them 
are ecstatically happy. 

The show has an extra sig- 
nificance for me: It makes tbe 


case for photojournalism as an 
activity when it too is at the 

edge. 

As compared with the situa- 
tion five years ago. there are far 
fewer newspapers and maga- 
zines interested in reportage. 
Partly this is because there are 
no great dramas which grip the 
. imagination nowadays, as did 
the collapse of Communism in 
Eastern Europe, or student 
protest in China culminating 
with Tiananmen Square, or tbe 
ending of white rule in South 
Africa. 

* Tfragic events in Afghanistan 
or Rwanda are only momen- 
tarily interesting. Moreover, in 
foe minds of too many pub- 
lishers and editors, photojour- 
nalism has become associated 
exclusively with grim black- 
and-white pictures, with death 
and destruction. 

Indeed its power to shock 
has been weakened by the rep- 
etition of a particular kind of 
image. But this is to assign a 
limited role to photojournalism. 
It can tell a stray in its own way 
in a wide range of situations. 

'Seize foe image and com- 
pose foe picture: this is the 


point of Cardinal Reiz’s remark 
about everything having a deci- 
sive moment. 

The Independent , for exam- 
ple, has published some won- 
derful photographs from gen- 
eral election campaigns. Last 
week Mrs Thatcher went back 
to the vety site where, 10 years 
ago, the newspaper pho- 
tographed her walking alone 
across an area of derelict 
scrubland on Tfeesside, with 
her back to foe camera, her 
black coat and handbag s0- 


and weeds. It powerfuUy illus- 
trated how Conservative eco- 
nomic policy was seen at foe 
time. 

Is that why the former Prime 
Minister returned, now that 
foe site has b etn redeveloped? 
Photojournalism has such 
power. It conveys aspects of a 
stray whidn words cannot reach. 
It speafis directly to foe heart 
rather than to die head. 

■ And it makes an essential 
contribution to what journalism 
is often said to be: the first 
rough draft of history. That is 
the meaning of the Sarajevo 
show. 
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Prospect of G7 intervention sends dollar into reverse 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


The currency markets went 
into reverse yesterday, sending 
the dollar lower and the Ger- 
man mark higher. The triggers 
were the possibility of official 
intervention to halt the dollar's 
two-year rise following next 
weekend's meeting of Group of 
Seven (G7) ministers, and the 
political uncertainly resulting 
from the prospect of early 
French elections. 

Recent currency swings will 
be on the agenda at the G7 
meeting due in Washington this 
weekend as both German and 
Japanese officials have indi- 
cated that they Hunk the US cur- 
rency has climbed far enough. 


It has gained about 10 per 
cent against the mart and 
almost as muds against the yen 
so Bar this year, despite an 
attempt by the G7 in February 
to talk it lower. 

“We are interested in the 
mark remaining a strong cur- 
rency," Hans Uetmeyer, Bun- 
desbank President, said at the 
weekend. Yesterday Eisuke 
Sakaldbara of Japan's Finance 
Ministry added his weight by 
warning that it would be dan- 
gerous to assume Japan would 
not raise interest rates to defend 
the yen. 

lire dollar was likely to 
remain weak ahead of the G7 
meeting on Saturday, analysts 
said. 

The German currency was 


also boosted by the news of early 
French elections. President 
Chirac's decision was inter- 
preted as an admission that ad- 
ditional austerity measures will 
be needed if the government 
budget deficit is to be reduced 
by enough to meet the Maas- 
tricht target 

“It suggests the French 

government thinks there will be 
a need for more unpopular 
measuresto cut spending," said 
, an economist at 


DM to US$ 


Yen to US$ 


New European Commission 
economic forecasts, due 
tomorrow, are expected to show 
France and Germany scraping 
under the 3 per cent of GDP 
ceiling. But the financial mar- 
kets will take these with a pinch 





of salt, given the Commission's 
relentlessly upbeat attitude to 
the single currency. 

Separate forecasts are ex- 
pected to provide a more real- 


istic assessment The six lead- 
ing economics irstitutes in Ger- 
many wiD today publish a report 
putting the 199/ budget deficit 
at just over 3 per cent of GDP. 


■ The half-year economic out- 
look from the International 
Monetary Fund on Thursday is . 
reported to be critical of the 
measures the Italian govern- 
ment has taken to trim- its 
deficit, saying there bas been 
less structural reform than nec- 
essary and too many one-off . 
measures. 

The result of all these factors - 
has been one of the market |s 
periodic reassessments of the 
likelihood of European mone- 
tary union going ahead on time. 
Every time the probability 
seams to recede a little, thn 
mark gets a boost against other 
European airrendes. 

“Politics are creeping bade in 
and this has turned around 
sentiment," said Michael Lewis 


at Deutsche Morgan Grenfell. 

The last effective G7 inter- 
vention to turn around currency 
trends came two years ago-^ 1 
their meeting in April 1995, 
minist ers agreed to halt the dol- 
lar’s slide, and it subsequently 
climbed back from its post-war 
lows of ¥79.75 and DM1.3693. 
It has gained more than 50 per 
cent against the yen and more 
than 25 per cent against the 

mark during the past two years. 

“Irisnot dear that the Japan- 
ese should be. unhappy about 
■ this because it has helped their 
exporters, but they want to be 
seen to be saying the right 
thing. It’s a game of trade 
-politics," said Nigd Richardson, 
an analyst at the Japanese bank 
Yamaichi. 


Although Japan’s trade sur- 
plus fell in March, the pobDcalfy 
sensitive bilateral surplus with 
the US rose by 1 i~ SJjP 1 . 10 

¥379f3bn, the sixth monthly in- 
crease in a row. 

Even so, the feet that the mar- 
kets think that the dollar's cur- 
rent exchange rate against the « 
yen is probably about tight sug- ■ 
cests that a G7 statement will 
Sot have a dramatic effect- any 
more than February s state- 
ment that the dollars earlier 

misali gnment had been 

corrected. , _ 

The dollar dipped i from 
¥125.85 to as low as ¥125.15 
and from DM1.7113 to 
DM1.7020 in London yesterday. 
The pound fell nearly a pfennig 
to DM2.7831. 


Andrew Regan and colleague pictured secretly meeting Co-op executive in a Buckinghamshire hotel car park 

Co-op threatens 
to call in SFO over 
offshore payment 


Mgel Cope 

City Correspondent 


The Co-op turned up the heat 
on Andrew Regan’s Lanica 
Trust yesterday when it threat- 
ened to call in the Serious 
Fraud Office unless it received 
answers to several questions re- 
lating to a payment to a 

The threat comes asMMr Re- 
gan prepares to deliver sensitive 
Co-op documents to the High 
Court today as he attempts to 
launch his £lJ2bn bid for the 
whole society inducting the Co- 
op h ank, the funeral parlours 
and the supermarkets. 

In a letter sent to Mr Regan 
by Graham Mehnoth, the CWS 
chief executive, Mr Mehnoth 
casts doubt on Lanka’s expla- 
nation that a £2m payment to 
Ronald Zixnet of Trellis In- 
ternational in 1995 was made for 
assistance in negotiating an ex- 
tension of a deal between the 
CWS and Hobson, a food com- 
pany controlled by Mr Regan. 

It says both Allan Green and 
David Chambers, the two sus- 
pended CWS managers re- 
sponsible for the deal, have said 
they knew nothing about TreQis 
or MrZimet They have told the 
CWS that negotiations between 
foe mo companies had been con- 
ducted directly with Mr Regan 
with no use of a middle man. 

The letter states: “If the 
Trellis role’ was folly disdosed 
at the time, presumably you will 
have no difficulty in telling me 
what [Mr Zemit's] role was, why 
you were prepared to pay in ex- 
cess of £2m for it and who at the 
Coop was told about it." 

It doses: “These are simple 
and straightforward questions 
which rail for simple and 
straightforward answers. If 
these do not reach us by dose 
of business tomorrow [today] 
arrangements will be made to 
see representatives of the 
Serious Fraud Office." 

SBC Warburg, Hobson's for- 


mer financial adviser, cast further 
doubt on the validity of the pay- 
ment yesterday. It issued a state- 
ment saying: “Contrary to recent 
press reports, SBC ^feiburg con- 
firmed today that Swiss Bank Cor- 
poration did not ‘dear a payment 
made to Trellis Inte rnational by 
Hobson pic in January 1995." 

SBC raid it was informed of 
the extension to the supply 
agreement in January 1995 
“but not of the payment to Trel- 
lis”. The bank said it was not in- 
formed about the payment until 
March of that year. It said it re- 
signed as financial adviser to 
Hobson “shortly thereafter." 

The Vferburg statement con- 
tradicts a version made by the 


£ These are 
simple and 
straightforward 
questions which 
call for simple 
answers 9- CWS 


Regan camp at the weekend 
when it claimed Warburg's had 
been aware of the payment and 
approved it. The trank said yes- 
terday that it resigned shortly af- 
ter learning about the payment 

Separately KPMG, the ac- 
countancy firm that was Hob- 
son's auditors said it only signed 
off the company’s accounts fol- 
lowing assurances from both Mr 
Regan and his fellow director 
David Lyons, that everything 
was in order. It said that if that 
assurance had not been forth- 
coming it would have to bad 
qualified the accounts. 

The issue is complicated by 
the feet that some of the advis- 
ers who were working with Mr 
Regan at the time of the Hob- 
son deal, are now representing 


the CWS and vice i'ersa. One ad- 
viser who worked on Mr Re- 
gan’s affairs while at Swiss Bank 
is now representing the CWS at 
the merged SBC Warburg. 

Another connection is that 
KPMG, former auditor to Hob- 
son, is also auditor to the CWS. 
Furthermore it is KPMG that is 
working on the investigation of 
business dealings between Mr 
Green, Mr Chambers and An- 
drew Regan. KPMG also dis- 
missed any suggestion of conflict 
on interests. “We don’t believe 
that is foe case. The forensic ac- 
counting team oonductii^: the in- 
vestigation is run out of 
Manchester. The audit team at 
Hobson was run exit of London. 
The Chinese walls are in place." 

SBC Warburg said it did not 
have details on who Trellis In- 
ternational or Mr Zemit were or 
what.gthe payment .was far. 
Though Mr Zemit has been de- 
scribed by the Lanica camp as a 
UK-based businessman, records 
filed at Companies House show 
he has no UK directorships. 

As the bid battle became 
even more intense, CWS chair- 
man Lennox Fyfe repeated that 
none of the society’s assets 
were for sale. “Fin aware of what 
people in the society are saying. 
I haven’t spoken to a single per- 
son who supports Mr Regan.” 

The display of a united front 
came as it emerged that Mr Re- 
gan has missed the deadline for 
calling a special meeting to 
discuss his proposals before 
the CWS agm on 17 May. The 
deadline passed on Friday. 

Mr Regan is expected to 
comply with a court order de- 
manding that he return sensi- 
tive Co-op documents to the 
court and ray how they were 
planned to be used. If he can 
prove he is not using confi- 
dential information, Mr Regan 
is expected to go ahead with this 
audacious £12bn break-up bid 
for the CWS. It could come lat- 
er this week. 
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Andrew Regan (top picture, right) and David lyons, his right-hand man, shown on Sunday 13 Apifl standing by Allan Green’s 
Co-op registered Jaguar. Middle picture: Mr Lyons Joins the Co-op’s controller of retail operations and Mr Regan In the car, 
parked by the Bellhouse Hotel, BeaconsfteM. Bottom: Mr Lyons about to depart 55 minutes later In his Porsche 

Group denies it bugged Regan 


Control Risks, the se c u ri ty and 
surveillance group hired by the 
Co-op to help fend off the at- 
tentions of Andrew Regan, has 
denied that it bugged tele- 
phones in Mr Regan’s home or 
attached monitoring devices to 
his wife's car; writes Nigd Cope. 

“That is not the kind of thing 
we do," a spokesman said. “We 
would not undertake surveil- 
lance exercises ourselves, we 
would use some one else. But we 
did not hire anyone Tor this pur- 
pose either. 77 The company said 
that if there was a bugging 


operation, it would Eke to know 
who was responsible. 

It is already known that the 
Co-operative Wholesale Society 
hired Control Risks for week 
with the arrangement ending 
last Friday. The work included 

fi lming Allan Green, the CWS 
former controller of retailing, 
handing documents to Andrew 
Regan in a Beaconsfield car 
park. 

Founded in 1975 by four 
former SAS officers. Control 
Risks is one of the best known 
organisations in its field. It was 


originally established to medi- 
ate in kidnappings and extor- 
tion and ft still bandies around 
30 abduction cases pa- month. 
But its work has become more 
diverse recently and has in- 
cluded handling the security 
arrangements of the female 
competitors at the Wimbledon 
tennis championships. 

Another key area of work is 
assisting companies that are op- 
erating or looking to operate in 
potentially difficult markets 
such as Kns^ Cnitrol Risks 
ha« said that, during the Cold 


Wan companies used to pull out 
of Russia if there was a mafia 
connection. However, some 
organisations now feel that 
they cannot function properly 
without such a connection. 

With a staff of 2,000 drawn 
from military, diplomatic, 
police and accountancy back- 
grounds, the Control Risks 
board has included two former 
Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioners. It has offices in 10 
countries and claims to have 
worked for more than 3,400 
clients in 120 countries. 
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Terry Macalister 


Takeover fever surrounded the 
Saatchi & Saatchi advertising 
agency last night following the 
announcement of plans by par- 
ent, Cordiant. to break itself into 
two separately quoted compa- 
nies. 

Cordiant's share price rose 
5.5p to 135.5p after Charlie 
Scott, chairman, said that he 
planned to “unlock the poten- 
tial" of the media services com- 
pany by floating Saatchi & 


Saatchi and the Bates Group, its 
marketing business, in London 
and New York. 

A third subsidiary, Zenith, 
would be independently man- 
aged but owned 50/50 by Bates 
and Saatchi. The Saatchi com- 
pany will be run by Bob Seel- 
ert. Cordiant's chief executive. 

Company insiders admit the 
demerger is a tacit acceptance 
that two bitter rival firms, 
brought together under one 
roof by the founding Saatchi 
brothers, cannot work together. 


Mr Scott said the break-up 
would increase motivation 
among managers and open new 
areas of business, 10 per cent in 
the case of Bates, which had 
been closed by clients’ conflict 
policies. 

He added: “We believe de- 
merger more closely aligns the 
interests of management with 
shareholders. Hie initial re- 
sponse from our major investors 
has been enthusiastic without 

exception." 

But rivals said the company 


had in effect hoisted a white flag 
over a business that had runout 
of ideas. One said: “We will all 
be putting the [acquisition] 
slide rule over these new com- 
panies." 

Loma Tflbian, media analyst 
with Pan mu re Gordon, agreed: 
“Bates will be a takeover target 
and Cordiant has realised that 
they can get more out of it that 
way than as part of the group 
or as a disposal." 

This speculation was brushed 
aside by Mr Seelert, who said: 


“Frankly we do noL see it that 
way. Both are robust companies 
are perfectly capable of stand- 
ing on their own.” But he ad- 
mitted pre-emption rights over 
Zenith had not been decided. 

An extraordinary general 
meeting will be colled in Octo- 
ber to consider formal approval 
to Cordiant's demerger pro- 
posals. 

If it is given the go-ahead, 
shares in the two companies 
could be listed in December. 

Investment col umn, page 22 


GrandMet 
disposal 
cooks up 
charge 
of £39m 


John Wlllcock 


Grand Metropolitan js selling its 
Aunt Nellie's Farm Kitchens di- 
vision to Seneca Foods for 
around £I5m, but the disposal 
will result in a £39m exceptional 
charge. 

Despite the hit from the dis- 
posal. GrandMet's shares 
gained 8.5p to a five-year high 
of 508-5p, as analysts continued 
to favour the change in strategy ' 
under George Bull, Grand 
Met's chairman, and John Mc- 
Grath, chief executive. 

Aunt Nellie’s, based in Wis- 
consin, US, is a glass-jar fruit 
and vegetable business operat- 
ing three plants. GrandMet 
said £28m of the £39m write-off 
related to goodwill previously 
written off “The £3 9m will be 
taken in the half-year results to 
be announced on 15 May,” 
Grand Met said. 

Part of its Pillsbuxy Company 
unit. Aunt Nellie's employed 
280 people .and its 1996 sales 
were around $50ra (£31m) and 
the business had broken even. 

Paul Wdsh, Pillsbury’s chief 
executive, said the sale would 
improve its return on capital as 
it was pan of the group's strat- 
egy to exit low-return busi- 
nesses. 

Analysts said it was just one 
part of a series of recent posi- 
tive announcements from «- 
GrandMet. “The market likes ^ 
the continuing good news on the 
spirits front," said Geof Colly- 
er of NaiWest Markets. “For the 
last five years all we have seen 
is downgrades in the spirits 
market, but that seems to have 
come to an end. A lot of peo- 
ple are expecting GrandMet’s 
results in a few weeks' time to 
justify [that impression]." 

Another analyst, who de- 
clined to be named, said: “Sen- 
timent has been relatively 
positive and it is realty just fol- 
low-through from that" 

Shares in the Smirnov vodka 
to Burger King group rose at 
one point to 509.5p - their 
highest since June 1992. At 
yesterday’s high the stock was - 
some 19 per cent above its low- 
est close of the year of 429p set 
on 15 January. 

Last week Merrill Lynch re- 
peated a “buy" recommenda- 
tion on the stock, noting a 
longer-term chart objective of 
65Qp, while other brokers have 
recently said that they favoured 
GrandMet over Allied Domecq. 

In the 1990s the spirits divi- 
sion has reported growth of 
profits, volumes and invest- 
ment in advertising faster than 
the competition. This is likely 
to enable GrandMet to out- 
perform rivals over the next 
three years, analysts ray. 

Burger King, POlsbury baked 
foods and IDV are outper- 
forming their rivals, which has 
prompted a clutch of “buy" 
notes in past weeks. 
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MEPC moves to cut 
high interest costs 


Magnus Grtmottd 


MEPC, the property group 
which recently ended merger 
talks with rival Haramerson. 
yesterday took a further step 
towards putting its house in 
order ty cutting the high in- 
terest costs taken on at the 
height of the 1980s boom. 

Spurred by the appointment 
of James Dundas as finance di- 
rector last month, the group has 
cancelled expensive interest 
rate swaps covering all its debt 
in a move which will result in 
an exceptional charge of £73ra 
in this year's figures. 


Despite a pledge ty 
company to hold the divi 
at 20p for 1996-97, the s 
fell 2p to 457p yesterday ; 
alysts cut their net asset 
forecasts by around 1( 
483p for the 12 months e 
in September. 

Unwinding the swap; 
reduce the amount of fixei 
debt on MEPC’s balance 
to 60 per cent and prov 
“cap and collar” arrange 
on another £200m. It j 
pected to save £19m in 
foiling to £16m the folk 
year, with continuing be 
up to the year 2010, 






u» 


\>st> 


- J ^ i 

> AR H 






1 •' l'„ 
•. •( 

• ■ 't .' 


■ ' • ’-.I.. '■'•■ 


• ■■ l ':\- 
*■ -i: • 


•I!. • ’ 




a .. 




L' ■ t - ; ■ 


m*» u 


THE INDEPENDENT > TUESDAY *> apt>t T 


1997 


21 


business 


UrtuHUj, 

disposal, 

«»»ks i» 
<harje 
<>•' i!39n 



Go-it alone Cordiant rediscovers an old truth 




*Vbu would be 
hard-pressed to find 
anyone willing to 
support another bout 
of empire-building in 

the industry. 
Advertising may be 
one of those 
businesses where 
to be small is 
to be beautiful' 


** »« *!> i ll mux lit lllllf - 

?lf — that is if he has time Co in between 
trips to Conservative Parly Central Office, 
he is - advising the Prime Minister 


— *~*“"*&j ouu ouvu MMiig. Yv un m Qg- 

merger announcement yesterday, Cordiant, 
Maunce Saatchi's former company, has all 
but nm up the white flag, in effect admit- 
ting that it is unequal to the task of re- 
grouping and reinventing itself after the 
traumas of the last five years. 


itt, who rightly 
„ — _ hieving the tar- 
gets it set itself at the tone of its 1995 rights 
issue. None the [ess, it is hard to avoid the 
comparison with WPP, which after a period 
of vaulting ambition and hubris not dissim- 
ilar to that of the former Raatrhi & <k>ntr4ii 
suffered the same near-nemesis. Unlike 
Lord Saatchi, however, its creator and guid- 
ing light, Martin SorrelL managed to survive, 
if only by the skin of his teeth, and he has 
restored the advertising giant to rude health- 
The same cannot be said of Cordiant, 
which has struggled to stay afloat Lord 

Saatchi deserted ship .taking some of the 
company's best talent with Mm. Now it 
seems to be throwing in the towel altogether, 
the attempt to find a cohesive approach and 
culture in effect abandoned for good. 

Lord Saatchi may be able to take some 
satisfaction in what has happened, but there 
should in fact be no shame or rrrtirigm 
attached to what Cordiant is doing. This is 


the 

its Dast, of finally drawing a line in the sand 
putting its businesses on the right foot- 
ing for the future. 

. Demergers most often take place in com- 
panics with starkly different businesses. It is 
unusual to see a company aH of whose inter- 
ests are in the same business splitting itself 
in two. Bat advertising is different, a peo- 
ple business made up of big egos and 
volatile temperaments encompassing a wide 
number of successful formulas, most of 
which don’t mix terribly well. 

In feet there are few advertising businesses 
organised as holding companies that man- 
age to achieve a unified approach and cul- 
ture. Certainly there is little value the hold- 
ing company structure can add to the work 
its agencies are already doing on behalf of 
clients. In any case, Saatchi & Saatchi, 
Baies and Zenith always were very different 
sorts of company and they never lived hap- 
pily together. Bates has found ' the associa- 
tion with Saatchi’s positively restrictive, 
raising conflicts of interest that prevent it 
competing for an estimated 10 per cent of 
the world advertising markeL 

There is every reason to believe both 
Bates and Saatchi’s will function better 
alone than together. But those who think it 
will also make them obvious takeover tar- 
gets have perhaps forgotten the lessons of 
the late 1980s and eariy 1990s. The Qty may 
have forgiven Martin Sorrell for the spec- 
tacular loss of shareholder value he oversaw 


in that period, but you’d be hard-pressed to 
find anyone willing to support another bout 
of empire-building in the advertising indus- 
try as we approach the millennium. Adver- 
tising may be one of those businesses where 
to be small is to be beautiful 


Niceties butter no 
parsnips in forex 


rates never misbehaved, what 
.would the G7 ministers have left to argue 
about? Likewise, if the pound didn’t inter- 
rupt its long-run decline with an apprecia- 
tion from time to time, what would British 
exporters be able to blame for tbeir mediocre 
performance? 

The difficulty with exchange rales is that 
they never please all of the people all of the 
time. -Whenever they move too far in one 
direction or another somebody is bound to 
kick up a fuss. There are three separate areas 
of fuss in the currency markets at the 
moment, but the paradox is that exchange 
rates are not far away from what economists 
would consider to be their equilibrium val- 
ues. There are no serious mis-ahgmnents. 

Thke the dollar versus the yen. The US 
currency has gained more than 50 per cent 
m vahie since hitting its pos-war low in April 
1995. The G7 meeting two years ago marked 
a successful turning point Both the Japan- 
ese and Americans are indicating that they 
think the movement has gone far enough. 


The US means it if the dollar climbs even 

higher. American manufactures wiD feel the 

pmch T Jt is perhaps surprising that they have 
not yet started to whine in any serious way. 
The US trade deficit - and especially the 
bilateral deficit with Japan - is uncomfort- 
ably big. It would be alarming if the strong 
dollar started to undermine exports. 

The Japanese probably do not mean iL 
Yasno Matsushita, Governor of the Bank of 
Japan, made it clear in a speech at the end 
of last week that the authorities are depend- 
ing on rapid export gains to sustain the vir- 
tuous aide of growth in the limping Japan- 
ese economy. Interest rates can’t go any 
lower. The government has to start cor- 
recting its huge budget deficit, so taxes are 
due to rise. A weaker yen is the only 
weapon left in Japan’s armoury. 

Japan still feels compelled to make the 
right noises about halting the yen’s falL But 
political niceties wiD butter no parsnips in 
the foreign exchange markets. Irwestorswfll 
look at the relative strengths of the two 
economies - the contrast could hardly be 

t^uthori^d rat 5 

cumstances it would flop. The market is right 
on this front. 

A second aspect of currency tensions is the 
outlook for EMU. The investing herd has a 
simple rule of thumb here. Whenever the 
single currency looks less probable, buy Ger- 
man marks, and vice versa. As the political 
heat builds up during the next year, there will 


be several waves of sentiment back and 
forth. 

Beneath these waves, most of the cur- 
rencies within the exchange rate mechanism 
will remain as stable as they have for the past 
five yeare. The exception, the lira, will be vul- 
nerable to bigger movements unless Italy 



sterling. 

tradiciory views about the pound's recent 
advance.’You can either believe that it rep- 
resents a fundamental improvement in the 
British economy - an improvement based 
partly on the performance of all those 
exporters now complaining the loudest 
about the strong pound. 

Or you can opt for die view that it isaiem- 
porary gain linked to the dollar and the pre- 
sent mini-boom. On balance the latter case 
seems more probable. So if you arc taking 


your holiday abroad this summer, this is per- 
haps the time to be buying your currency. 


Some don’t like it hot 


I t’s a bit rich of Andrew Regan to complain 
about the surveillance operation mounted 
by the CWS against him and his family. This 
is the man who has prevailed upon senior 
CWS executives to act in a grossly disloyal 
way to their organisation. If he can't stand 
the heat, he should never have entered the 
kitchen. 


Sellers lose out as Alliance shares climb 


Clifford German 


The 640,000 investors who 
chose to sell their shares in 
Alliance & Leicester last week 
lost out yesterday, with the 
price climbing to 57I_5p at one 
stage during the company’s 
debut on the stock markeL 
Some 27 per cent of the 23 mil- 
lion people who received free 


vestore who have retained their 
stakes is considerably more 
than the £1,000 forecast by the 
bank's advisers last October. 

The result of the first of 
three auctions held among in- 
stitutions, which was held on 
Friday, was published yesterday. 
The average price achieved was 


522p. the highest was 546p and 
helot - - — 


Auction of A&L shares 
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■fa: WWr ... 


■i: 

it- 


54© V 730,000 
536 x755,000:: 

532 500000 : 

- 531:3^000,000 
530 t v .v - 5^4x1 
Wy^OOO/X)iX : 
526-2,015,060 .* 

522. 20,220,006 a 4*--. 
521 6,140,000 V, * 
£,455,000 , 10C 
510 ' 255,000. 

518' 4il5P,: ■ 

517 6,136, 


A/eraSfe bU fMfoK.SSZua 
shams Ml fee 52.362,667; 
WM*fert.-36. .. 



the lowest 5I7p. There were 36 
bids for a total of 52 million 
shares. The second auction was 
held last night, and the final 
round of bidding will be held 
late this afternoon. 


shares decided to sell through 
an auction conducted by 
Cazenove. 

The shares in the reconsti- 
tuted bank eventually closed at 
566-5p yesterday, valuing the 
250 free shares received by all 
of the former building society’s 
members at £1,416. 

The closing price values the 
new bank at £3-3bn. The £1.416 
windfall for the 15 million in- 


545p, well above the middle 
price of 521p forecast by the 
City bookmakers, I G Index at 
the dose of business last Friday. 
A&L shares were easily the 
most active stock traded and fcy 
the close of business an esti- 
mated 70 million shares had 
been traded, including the 52 
million sold by auction to in- 
stitutions last Friday night. 

S 3 ^ose who voted to sefl their 
shares through stockbrokers 
Cazenove will have to wait un- 
til the start of trading on 
Wednesday morning before 
they know how much they will 
receive for their shares. They 
will get the average of the 
prices realised at the three auc- 
tions. The average price of last 
night 's auction wifi be made 
known this morning. 

The relatively low turnover 



Going up: The share price suggests that Richard Pym, A&L managing director, might face a bid Photograph: Kalpesh lathigra 


that the institutions were pre- 
pared to wait and -see whether 
the shares could be bought 
cheaper But if prices start high- 


er again this morning, some 
dealers saidit ft could trigger a 
surge in demand from institu- 
tionswtowffl eventually need to 
hold up to half the total issue af- 
ter ft beco mes a constituent of 
the FTSE 100 share index. 

The surge in the share price 
yesterday took most of the City 
institutions by surprise ana 
opinion is now divided whether 
ft is sustainable. Last night’s 


price values the shares at 13.9 
times historic earnings and im- 
plies ayield of 3.6 per cent gross 
on the notional dividend the di- 
rectors would have paid for last 
year. On the same basis its 
nearest rival. Abbey National, 
is trading at 14.4 times earnings 
and yields 4 per cent gross- 
But John Leonard, banking 
analyst at Salomon brothers 
claimed the proper price based 


Samsbury 
bank off 
to flying 
start 


Chris Hughes 


Sainsbury's fledgling bank is at- 
tracting more than 10,000 cus- 
tomers a week which, the 
company said, was ahead of ex- 
pectations. analysis were less 
surprised and said Samsbury 
might find it hard to maintain 
the momentum. 

“It's a very promising start, 
hut it's only a start," said Simon 
Samuels, bonking analyst at 
Dresdner Kleimvon Benson. 
“Sainsbury has been picking the 
low -hanging fruit straight way. 
But I suspect it was pleasantly 
surprised by the take-up. as 
Tosco and Prudential have also 
entered the market for depos- 
itors." 

Sainsbury's Bank, 55 per 

cent-owned bySainsbuiyand45 

per cent by die Bank of Scot- 
land, attracted more than 
100000 customers who have de- 
posited £!00m since itopened 
eight weeks ago. Its 10,000 new 
customers a week compares 
with 12.000 a month for First- 
Direct, traditionally the fasteS- 
growing bank in the UK. Tbsco s 
bunk . attracted 190,000 cus- 
tomers in its first eight months. 

Sainsbury’s offers two ac- 
counts and two credit cards. Its 
Instant Access Saving* account- 
which offers 5.75 per cent 
interest on balances over £ Vh^ 

been tfa nwsi popular 

SainshorvhM benefited from 
a receptive customer base and 

a market-leading interest rate, 
Mr Ss m n e fc said. “It’s a stand- 
ing rate of interest- But it’s not 
dear whether Salisbury ran 
maintain it across an entire 
product range* 


Leap in price of houses 
biggest in 20 years 


on fundamentals should be 
480p-500p and the market price 
implied a strong expectation of 
a bid for the new bank or an 
early move to return surplus 
capital to shareholders. 

If the market price is main- 
tained ft may have widespread 
implications for the vahie of 
shares in the Halifax Woolwich 
and Northern Rock building 
societies and for Norwich 


Union, all of which are con- 
verting to public companies in 
the next three months. If larger 
numbers of shareholders now 
deride 10 hold on to their shares 
in these conversions in antici- 
pation of a bigger profit wait- 
ing, ft could force institutions to 
bid prices up to secure the 
shares they need to comply 
with their investment rules. 

Market report, page 23 


IN BRIEF 


Record £250,000 fine for City Equities 


City Equities, the London-based share dealer, has been fined a 
record £250.000 by Fhnbra. the investment watchdog, for mis- 
informing clients on the risks of trading in so-called “penny shares". 
The firm was also ordered to pay the £30.906 costs of the Fun bra 
inquiry. City Equities admitted charges that it did not explain the 
risks of investing in penny shares, that it made unsolicited calls 
to try to conclude deals over the phone and that it foiled to establish 
whether its recommendations suited clients. Firabra also found 
that City Equities failed to keep proper records or maintain staff 
supervision procedures. 


Traffic dips at East Midlands Airport 


Passenger numbers at East Midlands Airport, owned by National 
Express, fell by 281,000 in the first quarter of 1997, a drop of 4.7 
per cent on the same period last year. The period is EMA’s least 
busy quarter and the passenger numbers were the second high- 
est in the first quarter in EMA’s history. The company said the 
figures reflected a national picture of reduced charter and inclusive 
tour traffic in summer 1996 and the 1996/97 winter programmes. 
Hie outlook for 1997 as a whole was more encouraging. 


Industry’s £12bn sickness bill 


Sickness absence cost industry £12bn last year following the loss 
of 187 million working days, a Confederation of Industry survey 
showed. The survey of almost 700 companies found there was 
an average cost of £533 for every worker off sick. Workers took 
an average of 8.4 days off sick last year, half a day more than in 
1994 when the last survey was conducted by the CBL The cost 
of sickness Las jumped from £10bn in 1994 following a rise in 
the number of days taken off by non-manual workers from. 6.1 
to 7.9. Absence rates among manual employees have remained 
at 9.7 days a year, with part-timers taking off eight days a year. 
Most of the time off was because of Alness, although another 
significant reason was family responsibilities. 


Premier Famell under pressure 


The continued strength of sterling knocked around £6m off an- 
nual profits at Premier Farnell, the world’s biggest catalogue dis- 
tributor of electronic bits and pieces. Howard Pbulson, chief 
executive, said: “In terms of translation, one cent is equivalent 
to $lm of profits." However, he said that the biggest impact on 
last year’s profits, which failed to meet expectations with a rise 
from an underlying £1 10.8m to £137m before tax, came from weak 
conditions in the volume distribution markeL 

Investment Column, page 22 


Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


coming 


House prices are at their most 
buoyant for two decades, ac- 
cormng toa new survey. The im- 
pending general election had 
not dented the bousing markeL 
the Royal Institute of Chartered 
Surveyors said yesterday. 

Its regular survey of estate 
agents showed more than a 
tenth reporting that bouse 
prices have climbed by more 
than 5 per cent in die pak three 

months - the only fame apart 
from 1988 that the response has 
been this strong in the 20 years 
since the survey began. 

The housing recovery would 
continue, the institute 
predicted, thanks to the tax 
cuts and windfalls of free' build- 
ing society shares. Ian Peny, a 
spokesman, said: “Combined 
with a marked rise in the num- 
ber of valuations being carried 
out, this means we can look for- 


ward to more] 
onto the i 

However, the recovery has 
been uneven. London, the 
south-East and West Midlands 
account for the upbeat results. 
A net balance of 90 per cent of 
the respondents in London said 
they fad seen prices increase, 
followed by 87 per cent in the 
South-east 

At the other extreme, the pos- 
itive balance was only 15 per 
cent in the East Midlands, and 
33 per cent in Yorkshire and 
Humberside. 

This could not be described 
as a national housing boom, the 
survey observed. Apart from 
anything else, the number of 
. t nmMrti nrw k ninnirtg at an an- 

nual rate of about 13 mfilion 
against 2-2 million in 1988. 

Even so, Mr Peny said, “The 
housing market seems to be im- 
mune to the election." Predic- 
tions Ctf an increase in interest 
rates in May and of the possi- 


ble phasing out of tax relief on 
mortgage interest had not fad 
any appreciable effect. 

House prices remain the 
dearest signal of the strength of 
the housing market. Other re- 
cent figures have pointed to a 
coofing off in the pace of activity 
in the past two or three months. 

For example, banks and 
building societies reported a 
slight decline in new mortgage 
lending last month. The num- 
ber of loans approved by build- 
ing societies returned to the 
same level as a year ago after 
pkking up sharply last autumn. 

The mixed signals mean 
economists are. divided in their 
views about the underlying 
health of the boosing markeL 
Simon Briscoe of investment 
bank Nikko predicts there will 
be no boom “this side ofthenriL 
lennium". Others say that, al- 
though talk Of boom is exagg- 
erated, house price rises this 
year could be in double digits. 


Sears to decide on Freemans 


Chris Gotfemark 

Business Correspondent 


the 


: proposal Sears is 
likely to gate more details on 


Seais the retailing group, looks 
set to decide by the eud of this 
week whether to try to agree a 
deal to sell its Freemans home 
shopping business to Laroe- 
woods, subject to 
a fresh investigation o^tne 
nnH Mproers Com- 


Son(MMC)- 

An exclusivity clause giving 
Littlewoods sole nghetone- 

gpiiate a pindiase is untfastood 

So run out tomorrow, the dav 



sale with its financial results an- 
nouncement next week. 

The Government yesterday 
called a second MMC investi- 
gation into the planned Little- 
woods purchase of Freemans. 
The previous investigation was 
halted after Sears abandoned the 
- negotiations. Tbe MMC fas to 
report its findings by 21 July. 

However, the Department 
of Trade and Industry cleared 
a potential takeover by N 
Brown, the Manchester-based 
home shopping company which 
pulled out of talks to buy Her- 
mans last month. One sugges- 


tion last night was that N Brown 
may seek to re-open talks to buy 
the business at a lower price 
while Sears is waiting for the 
outcome of the MMC review on 
the littlewoods acquisition. 

It also emerged yesterday 
that attempts by Boots, the re- 
tailing group, to make an offer 
for several of Lfttlewood’s high 
street stores had been rebuffed. 
Littlewoods has insisted it will 
only sell the stores together. 

Boots dedmed to comment 
on speculation. But it is thought 
to have expressed an interest in 
turning 15 of littlewoods out- 
lets into Boots branches, out of 
the 135 shops on the markeL 










Resolution No.2 


Resolution No.3 


Notice is hereby given that the 161st Annual General Meeting of Members of National Provident 
Institution will be held at the City Conference Centre, 76 Mark Lane, London EC3R 7JN, on Wednesday, 
21 May 1997, at 12.00 noon, for the transaction of the following ordinary business: 

Resolution No.l To receive and adopt the Accounts and Report of the Directors for the year ended 
31 December 1996; 

To re-appoint as a Director, Mr K Jones, who has joined the Board since the last Annual 
General Meeting; 

To re-appoint as a Directoi; Mr A D Lyons, who has joined the Board since the last 
Annual General Meeting; 

To re-appoint as a Directoi; Mr P WL Morgan, who is retiring by rotation; 

To re-appoint as a Director, Mr B J Brindley, who is retiring by rotation; 

To re-appoint as a Director Lord Camoys, who is retiring by rotation; 

To re-appoint as a Directoi; Mr K H McBrien, who is retiring by rotation; 

(Mr Morgan and Lord Camoys are members of the Remuneration Committee) 

To re-appoint Coopers 8c Lybrand as Auditors and to authorise the Directors to 
determine their remuneration. 


Resolution No.4 
Resolution No -5 
Resolution No.6 
Resolution No.7 


Resolution No.8 


BY ORDER OF THE BOARD: Steven O’Brien, Company Secretary. 

Principal Office: National Provident House, 55 Calverley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TNI 2UE. 

NOTE. A Member entitled to attend and vote at the general meeting is entitled to 
appoint a proxy to attend and, on a poll, to vote instead of him or her. A proxy need 
not be a Member of NPl. Proxy forms are available on request from the Company 
Secretary at the Principal Office. Completed proxy forms must be deposited at the 
Principal Office not later than 12 noon on 19 May 1997. 



PROVIDING PENSIONS SINCE 1835 


{ If yon would Kke a copy ofNfTs Report and Accounts 1996, write to Steven O’Brien, Box 101, NPl, National Provident House, 
j 55 Calverley Road, Tunbridge ‘Wells, Kent TN 1 2UE. 

i Name — — ... ^ 


Address. 


.Postcode. 


•—.-j 


iS- 



- v 


WPP 






iC 

V 

Ik 

i'C 

utt 

a.t 

L > 
GM 
** 

SO 

IJV 


|C=* 

aw 

iSo 1 

ibWi 


■KR-iiiay'!/ 









■ o .-. -- — .'-HWVwRllUt 


22 


irrnr.gnAY^APRTT ^ • ’ mE INDEPENDENT 


business 


Telefonica moves 
to cut AT&T link 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

Telefonica, Spain's main phone 
company, yesterday moved 
doser to severing its alliance 
with AT&T of the US after 
British Telecom's landmark deal 
last week to poach the carrier 
into a partnership with MCI, its 
American partner. 

Juan Vilialonga, Telefonica's 
chairman, confirmed that the 
company was likely to leave 
Unisource, the four-way 
alliance of European earners in 
which it had a 25 per cent 
stake. Unisource also has an 
alliance with AT&T which com- 
petes for large European busi- 
ness customers with BT and 
MCl’s offering. Concert Com- 
munications Services. 

BTs deal to prise Telefonica 
out of Unisource has been 
regarded as a huge coup for the 
UK giant's international strat- 
egy. Telefonica is the world's 
ninth-largest carrier with by 
far the largest network of in- 
terests in the rapidly expanding 
Latin American phone market. 
It has controlling stakes in 
phone networks in Chile, Peru 
and Argentina. Under the deal 
BT will buy 2 per cent of Tfcle- 
fonica shares later this year for 
about £280m, while Telefonica 
will buy 1 per cent of BT The 
arrangement needs approval 
from the European Commis- 
sion. 

Mr Villalonga insisted the 
withdrawal from Unisource 
would be orderly. “We will start 
negotiations ana since we have 
a good relationship there will be 
a deal soon." Facing criticism in 
the Spanish press that the lat- 
cm deal hn *dght Telefonica un- 
dvi (he control of BT and MCL 
he uJded. 'This alliance is an 
opportunity and not a threat.” 



Humming lines: Juan Villalonga, Telefonica’s chairman, 
insists that the alliance is an opportunity, not a threat 


The discussions will now cen- 
tre on financial penalties Tele- 
fonica could have to pay to leave 
Unisource. One issue is whether 
the Spanish carrier would have 
to buy back the data transmis- 
sion network it injected into the 
Unisource alliance on joining. 

Mr Villalonga said he would 
“recover* the network, which 
Unisource uses to distribute its 
communications services and 
which is said to be worth up to 
£3 00m. However Unisource 
made dear it does not intend to 
give the asset away free. 

Separately, Unisource sought 
to limit the damage to its am- 


bitions, insisting that the group- 
ing was “wefl and thriving.” even 
without the involvement of 
Telefonica. 

T he rem aining shareholders 
are PTT of the Netherlands, 
Swiss Telecom and Telia of 
Sweden. 

AT&T yesterday revealed a 
further drop in profits, which 
have been unaer mounting 
pressure due to stiff competition 
m the US long-distance phone 
market from rivals MCI and 
Sprint. Profits between January 
and March slid 17 per cent to 
$1.13bn (£706m), though 
turnover grew to $13.Q5bn. 


Investment by venture 
capital rises to £3.2bn 


Roger Trapp 


A 54 per cent rise in funding for 
start-ups and other early-stage 
businesses helped British ven- 
ture capital investment rise by 
nearly a third to a record £3.2bn 
m 

lh» t igures published by the 
British Venture Capital Asso- 
ciation (BVCA) yesterday show 
tliJt a total of £131m was put 
into young companies, the high- 
est amount since 1990. The 
number of financings for a sec- 
tor generally regarded as being 
starved of cash also rose, for the 
third year running, to 225. 

Overall, investment in the UK 
increased by 31 per cent, to 
£2.Sbn. or 87 per cent of the 
total put up by full members of 
the BVCA. which represents vir- 


tually every s^nificant source of 
venture capital in the country. 

New opportunities accounted 
for 85 per cent of the total in- 
vested. with follow-on financings 
to companies that bad previ- 
ously received venture-capital 
backing accounting for the rest. 

Funds for working capital, 
new plant, acquisitions and oth- 
er forms of expansion continued 
to be the largest investment 
category, with 593 financing, or 
49 per cent of the total. 

Investment in management 
buyouts and buy-ins also re- 
mained strong, rising 33 per cent 
to a record £2.1bn and ac- 
counting for 74 per cent of the 
total invested. However, while 
the number of MBIs reached a 
record 127, the proportion of 
MBO and MBI financings was 


stable at 394 or 33 per cent of 
thetotaL 

Engineering companies re- 
ceived the most venture capital 
in the 12-month period and sup- 
port services - d omin ated by 
computer-related companies - 
the next biggest amount. 

The South-east retained its 
position as the largest invest- 
ment region, with a 49 per cent 
rise in funding taking it to a 
record £l-2bn. But Scotland 
was the region that received the 
most venture capital per thou- 
sand VAT-registered businesses. 

The largest source of funds is 
UK-based investors. However, 
those in the United States are 
becoming increasingly impor- 
tant and contributed a record 
£8 22m, 3.5 times the 1995 
figure. 


A high price for Premier 

The Investment Column 


T'V^naier Famell, sow the world’s 
I— ^biggest catalogue distributor of 
-t- electronic bits and pieces, pro- 
vides a classic case study of the pitfalls 
of paying over the odds for a big ac- 
quisition in another country at the top 
of the cyde. The £1.9bn takeover of US 
rival Prtnnier was being criticised on all 
those grounds almost as soon as it was 
announced early last year. Since then 
the sroun has seen a dropoff in the 
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adverse exchange rates and rounded i 
its litany of woes in January this year 
with a hammed-up profits warning. 

In themselves, none of these is that 
serious, but together they add up to a 
substantial shortfall on expectations at 
the time of the Premier deaL Stripping 
out the £43 -3m gain on the sale cif rkr- 
ueD Electronic Services and £7.7m of 
Premier rationalisation costs, the com- 
bined underlying business saw its 
> rise from £1 1 lm to £l37m, some 
3m below the original forecast 

The shares have slumped from a high 
of nearly 750p readied at the end of De- 
cember to 500p, below last year's 540p 
rights price. Even after yesterday's lp 
uptick, it is dear that Howard Poulson, 
the chief executive, and his team have 
a wall of credibility to climb. 

To be fair, there were no more 
nasty surprises in the latest figures and 
management appears to have kept its 
eye on the old Faraell business during 
the distractions of the Premier inte- 
gration. Profits there grew from £45 An 
to £50Jm, reflecting organic growth of 
close to 9 per cent. The slight margin 
drop to a still healthy 243 per cent rep- 
resents investment in the new Indus- 
trial catalogue, a new departure for the 
group into parts and tools for wider 
industrial use. 

More difficult to judge is the state 
of the old Prermer operation. Certainly 
the £893m contribution for 42 weeks 
with the group and operating mar gins 
of under 21 per cent look a poor return 
on the group’s investment. Year-on- 
year profits are said to be up 7 per cent, 
but mainl y because of the £6m annu- 
alised cost savings squeezed out fol- 
lowing the takeover. 

However, it is early days yet to 
judge the benefits of merging FkmelTs 
hi gh er-ma rgi n catalogue with Newark, 
Premier's wider-ranging catalogue 
offering. A new US edition of the 
Farnell catalogue, now rolled out to 
around a third of Newark’s customers, 
is showing promising early results, 
with annual sales running at S15m so 
far. The plan is eventually to take 
Newark to continental Europe. 

But Mr Poulson still has his work cut 
out. The reduction in net debt rec eived 
a one-off boost from the sale of FES 
and the sub-5 per cent market growth 


rate last jear fe showing only sluggish 
signs <rfpK*iogup. So on an admittedly 
bearish forecast of £159m for the cur- 
rent year, the shares stiH stand on a 
highish multiple of 16. Unexciting 
until sentiment turns more favourable. 

Sorrell finds it 
p^ys to advertise 

J hst weeks after Martin Sorrell 
raised the question of breaking up 
his WPP advertising group, Cor- 
diant, home of the original Saatohi & 
Saatchi, yesterday announced it was 
doing the very same thing The two 
companies appear to be travelling in 
the same direction, bait the reality is very 

diff erent , 

Sorrell seems to have mooted the 
break-up idea vacaei pour encourage ks 
auhzs, than as a serious corporate move. 
He still cfeariy believes that WPP’s head 
office continues to add vahie and is not 
just there to reorder his troops on the 
battlefield. ■ ■ 

Yesterday, reporting sales figures for 
the opening quarter of 1997, he was 
pointing out that intra-company ac- 



tivi ties are actually generating £30Qm 
in annual revenues. 

- WPP Cordiant come from asun- 

flar heritage. Both found that 19S0’s 
acquisition binges turned sour when 
debt repayment costs soared. Mr Sor- 
rell has brought WPP out of the bleak 
years in much stronger shape than its 
rival, but he has had great mcentives. 

Helping WPP to lift pre-tax profits 
last yearly 35 per cent to £1533m 
brought him one stephirther along the 
road towards an £l8m bonus i 
But there was only a little tonei 
yesterday along that path. The i 
rose 3p to 2505p, leaving him still short 
of the next whadc of the bonus, which 
only kicks in if he keeps the share price 
above 265p for 60 trading days. 

Dented by the strong pound, re- 
ported revenues fell from £390m to 
£387min the first three months of the 
year, although llke-for-like sales were 
up 6 per cent. Market research put in 
a particularly strong performance, 
with revenues rising 11 percent, while 
public relations and media advertising 
also did welL 

The mountain of debt which threat- 
ened to topple WPP in the past has 
haired over the comparable period to 
just£78m. Gearing is now minimal for 


Farnell 

still small beer. — • ■ 

A L^> 


Mice discovers 
rich pickings 

T ast year’s hotly contested bid for 
I Blenheim, tit® 
X^imanagement 

how exciting this market has beanne 
for many big media 
crumbs provide rich P ,ctan ftf°f ’ 
of the smaller players too. Mte £ de 
signer, manager and maker of displays 

than double from then 3 pflotati°n 
in December 1994. Yesterday, 
they were unchanged at 7-25p. 

The market’s phlegmatic reaction 


Premier Farnell: At a glance 
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its jumped 50 percent to £l33m m the 
year to December. The latest cradang 
set of annual results is the third where 
growth has topped 50 per cent. 
^Tbe figures got a £2 j 5,000 boost 
from acquisitions and the group is lin- 
ing up another three purchases. Deals 
fifing around £750,000 for a soldi 
point of sale display company and a ae- 
gjgn and service company are expected 
to be completed in the next few days. 
Further out, the group continues to 
look for purchases to expand opera- 
tions in the Benelux countries and Ger- 
many. ffrsh and borrowing faculties 
give it firepower of up to £3m. 

Mice, an acronym for museums, in- 
teriors, conferences and exhibitions, 
sees plenty of scope for market growth. 
In the UK, it is starting to see the first 
flowe ring of the £100m or so pumped 
into the museums and “heritage" mar- 
ket from National Lottery funds. Once 
the fl wti on unc ertainty passes. Mice 
is also hoping for a boost from the 
events surrounding the mille nnu i m . 
Meanwhile, it is continuing its thrust 
abroad, which took it into a record 29 
countries jn the first quarter of 1997. 

The group’s confidence is backed by 
a forward order book topping £10m, 
in cluding three big exhibits at an At- 
lanta computer games conference in 
June. Profits of £1.6m this year would 
put the shares on a forward multiple 
of 12. Reasonable value, although the 
market is ti gh t with chairman Mike 
Qiriey and famify string on 30 per cent. 



arm 


Symonds yesterday called in 
Arthur Andersen, the chartered 
accountancy firm, to investi- 
gate what appears to be signif- 
icant breaches of internal 
controls at its precision engi- 
neering division. 

The company said that Ken 
Gamer, managing director of 
the diviaoo, had been dianissed 
and had been replaced by 
Patrick Curren. 

The further raft of bad Dews, 
which followed a profit warning 


last month that led to a sharp 
revision of brokers’ forecasts, 
sent shares in Symonds, winch 
bare been in virtual frcefall 
since last autumn, plunging 
from 47p to 38p. Symonds now 
expects group pre-tax profits for 
the first quarter of this year to 
be even lower that it predicted 
in its trading update last month. 

The decision to call in Arthur 
Andersen was taken after the 
company had con du cted a thor- 
ough internal management 


review. A spokesman for 
Symonds said yestetday: “The 
directors believe that the man- 
agement accounts for the pre- 
cision engineering division do 
not accurately reflect the per- 
formance of the division for the 
first quarter of 1997.” 

Arthur Andersen will submit 
a detailed report on its investi- 
gation to tfaeooard towards the 
middle of next month. 

Besides investigating and 
quantifying the effect of the 


breaches, the accountancy firm 
will also make a report on the 
financial records, internal 
controls and reporting of the 
division. 

Mr Curren, who is taking 
charge of the precision engi- 
neering operations, only joined 
the company just over a fort- 
night ago on 4 April, having 
worked for Bumfield for the 
past six years. 

A strong hint that some- 
thing was wrong on the pred- 
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Mercury SmartCall can save 
you up to 15% off the cost of 
calling a mobile, compared 
to BT's basic rate.To keep 
in touch and keep your phone 
bill down, call Mercury. 
FreeCall 0500 500 366 

quoting rof. RSlNDMF 
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In Brief 


• JB A Holdings, the computer software group, is dose to mak- 
ing an acquisition in France. The deal may be finalised by tomorrow, 
and could enlarge the group's existing 1,800-strong workforce by 
another 300, according to Alan Vickery, chairman, who yester- 
day announced a rise in pre-tax profits for last year from £7 34m 
to £11. 26m. On trading prospects, the chairman cited problems 
posed by uncertainty over how computer systems win cope with 
the advent of the millennium- “The year 2000 problem is a great 
supporter of revenue, I don’t envisage any software house to go 
short of work during this period. Meanwhile, the outlook for 1997 
is ‘steady as we go, keeping revenues up at around 30 per cent’." 
Earnings per share last year climbed 39 per cent to 18J26p, while 
the dividend total was raised from 4p to 5.1p through a 4p final 
payment 

• Siebc has sold its RFI Shielding subsidiary to Cirqual for £9m. 
RFT makes electronic shielding and became a part of the Siebe 
group when it acquired Unitech a year ago. Cirqual, which said 
it expected the acquisition to be immediately eammgs-enhanring, 
also announced the £5.74m acquisition of Thomas Wild Forgings, 
a metal forging and casting business. 

• Worldwide Leisure Group is planning to join the Ofex market 
through a placing to raise up to £300,000 for working capital The 
issue price will be 20p a share and the expected market capital- 
isation of the group will be £134m. The company sells themed 
rides such as Rodeo Bull, Surf Machine and Ski Machine.In the 
13 months to 30 June 1996, the unaudited accounts for Worldwide 
Leisure show turnover of £208,556. 

• Securkor Tetestiences plans to sell 2.6 million shares in an 
initial public offering (EPO) in the US. It is anticipated that the 
BPO wulraise in excess of 530m (£18.4m), with Securicor retaining 
around 57 percent of Securicor Telestiences' common stock. The 
company said around $20m would be paid to Securicor by way 
of repayment of working capital loans and a dividend, while the 
balance will be available to Securicor Telestiences for product 
development. Securicor Telestiences made profits of $3.6m from 
534m of sales in the year ended 30 September 1996. 

• Loudon & Associated Properties announced a rise in annual 
taxable profits from £1.73m to £1.76mJEamings per share rose 
from l.87p to 229p. A final dividend of 0.73p was declared. 
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Mackie 

suspends 

share 

dealings 


Mackie International’s suffer- 
ing investors were dealt a fur- 
ther blow yesterday, with the 
company suspending dealings in 
its shares at 113.5p - a sharp 
contrast to the 400p-plus level 
that they traded at less than a 
year ago. 

Little light was thrown on tiie 
reasons behind the suspension 
of dealings. In a brief statement 
to the Stock Exchange, the 
company said that certain mat- 
ters bad come to light since it 
announced its prehminaiy re- 
sults on 26 March that “may or 
may not lead to a restatement 
of the accounts for the year 
ended 31 December 1996 . 

A spokesman for the Belfast- 
based precision engineering 
group, which' last month an- 
nounced a phmge from profits 
of £33m for 1996, said that a 
further aimauixjeraent would be 
made in due course. 

There appeared to be a glim- 
mer of bope for investors last 
month when the shares shot up 
towards 200p oo news of a bid 

approach by an unnam ed SUXtOT. 

But the shares fell again once 
it became known that the pre- 
fimmaiy bid tallr* had ended 
without any agreement being 
reached. 

The plunge into the red last 
year was attributed to reduced 
world-wide demand for linen, 
which subsequently hit sales of 
textile machinery products. 

This problem led the com- 
pany to take a £L9m charge 
against its accounts, and to 
cancel the final dividend pay- 
ment —leaving the interim pay- 
out of 3.7p considerably short 
of the previous year's total dis- 
tribution of Up. 



THE INDEPENDENT 

RIVER CAFE COOK BOOK TWO 


WItb tbeir innovative interpretation of 
TraKan country cooking - epeina rustica - 
Rose Gray and Ruth Rogers have establisbd 
The River Cafe as one of the most influential 
and desirable restaurants in the world and 
tbeir hugely successful River .Cafe Cook 
Book has become a publishing phenomenon. 
Now, in the River Cafe Cook Book TWo. 
which is available to you with this offer at 
the special price of £24 including post & 
packing (recommended shop price £25), they 
provide over 200 new recipes in thevibrant, 
accessible style that has become then- trade- 
mark. 




The emphasis throughout the 
recipes is on top quality ingre- 
dients and a fresh, uncompli- 
cated approach. Using ingredi- 
ents when they are at their best 
also means a seasonal emphasis. In their 
cooking at The River Cafe Rose Gray and 
Ruth Rogers have constantly been develop- 
ing their repertoire and this collection 
reflects these new directions, with more 
emphasis on vegetarian dishes and on tech- 
niques such as wood-roasting, which can eas- 
ily be adapted for any domestic oven. 

With superb photography and dynamic 
design, this is an 
essential buy for 
everyone who loved 
the first collection as 
well as those who 
have yet to discover 
this irresistible style 
of cooking. Be one 
of the first to buy 
this book by order- 
ing your copy today. 
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aon engineering side was made 
last month when Symonds 
warned that results for the 
year to the end of March would 
fall short of analysts' expecta- 
tions, due to order shortfalls at 
the division as well as in process 
technology. 

That warning prompted 
Greig Middleton, the company’s 
stockbroker, to cut its profit 
forecast from £4.4m to £3.7m. 
The actual results are due to be 
released in June. 
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Share spotlight 





Alliance & Leicester debut leaves financials on high 


Alliance & Leicester domi- 
nated the stock market. First- 
time dealings in the building 
soaety-come-bank inspired 


ot^banldng shares^ were, 
werefore, a major factor in an The deal I 
wpbeat Footsie display. notification 

From the moment the first shares at 545i 


packaged for auction could, 
with a Gttie patience and so- 
phistication, - have been 
"smarter Investors" and got a 


was a continuous flow of deals, 
most small and, somewhat sur- 
prisingly, mainly balanced to- 
wards buying. The message 
that, for technical reasons, fi- 
nancials were the shares to 
back in this election year has 
clearly captured the imagina- 
tion of private investors. 

The first deal on City 
screens was the Cazenove Fri- 
day evening auction when the 
stockbroker sold 5236 mfi- 


The deal following the Caz 
notification was tor 9,100 
Shares at 545p. And that set the 
pattern for the day’s trading, 
except that hundreds of deals 
in hundreds of shares went 
through- 

The Caz auction was 


MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 

Stock market reporter of the year 


of 522 p. 

Within seconds h was dear 


gje trade. Under normal re- 
porting procedures it would 
hare been entered at least twice 
so the Seaq volume, put at 
8838 nuQkm, should have been 
over 140 xcrillibn, or more than 
one fifth of the day’s turnover- 

AHiance peaked at 576p; 
closing at 56o.5p, a level which 
exceeded market expectations. 

It is* with institutions still 


over talk there is a suspicion 
the shares have farther 10 ran. 

The rest of the money sec- 
tor basked in the Affiance glow 
with many institutions review- 
ing their financial exposure. 
The feeling is that those which 
have not already done so will 
expand their overall firmncfo i 
portfolio to adjust for the bufld- 
ing society conventions. 

Abbey National, the trend 
setter for the converters, 
gamed 14p to 8125p, a peak. 
Bardaysrose l&5p to l,U2&5p 
and National Westminster 


™*ram seconds n was dear It k, with institutions still Bank, which had the added 
t hebuy mg institutions had got short of Affiance, still possible spur of favourable comment 
a bargain and the former bu3d- that the so-called price bubble from Rxr-Pitt, Kel ton. a slock- 
tng society members who was exaggerating interest. But bmlmr s pecialising Hi firmtip ini 
allowed their shares to be with Alliance attracting take- .sharps, 18_5p to 697p. 


Bank of Scotland, figures 
this week, improved 14p to 
339-5p. 

Footsie ended 183 points 
higheT at 4328.7. But for Al- 
liance it would have been a 
downbeat session. 

BT, up 7p to 4513p, was the 
most actively traded share af- 
ter Alliance, reflecting its 


of its digital TV venture with 
BSkyB. Support from ABN 
Amro HoareGovett, signalling 
a 465p taiget, and Goldman 
Sachs was also a factor. 

Reed International, is its 
ex-dividend form, rase 7p to 
1.13L5pon talk its Dutch part- 
ner is planning a Nasdaq pres- 
ence. Another Anglo-Dutch 


constituent, Unilever, was fat- 
tened by Morgan Stanley sup- 
port, up 153p to l,594p. The 
shares also responded to re- 
ports that at least three in- 
ternational groups, Akzo 
Nobel DuPont and Imperial 
Chemical Industries, were bid- 
ding for its unwanted chemical 
tide. 

Bass was fiat with Lehman 

Brothers caution rr i m-rrimg the 

shares Sp to 7903p. 

Reddtt & Caiman, the 
household goods group, put on 
7p to 8073p on NarWest Se- 
curities support. The same in- 
vestment house made positive 
noises about Soroerfield, the 
supermarket chain which 
made such a hesitant d£builast 
year. At one time the shares 
were due to be floated at 190p; 
they eventually arrived at a cut 
price 345p. The price dosed at 
1803p, off lp. 

Confianfs break -17 d ec ision 
gave the shares a 53p uplift to 
1353p. 


Late selling lowered As so- 
dated British Forts 12p to 
260 -5p and Symonds, tite elec- 
trical group, suffered the in- 
dignity of further profit 
discomfort, off 9p at 38p, 

Rune, the bunding group, 
bowed to market speculation 
and said it was in talks which 
could lead to a bid. It said any 
offer would be a share ex- 
change worth I93p. There is, 
however, a feeling in some 
quarters another offer is being 
prepared. Shield Diagnostic 
feU 65p to 4973p with some ob- 
servers unimpressed tty direc- 
tor share safes at 530p - the 
same price at which the com- 
pany raised £2Sm last week. 

RJB Mining, off 203p 10 
412p, was hit by indications 
PowerGen bad signed with 
overseas coal producers. 
PowerGen rose 73p to f>49p. 

The strong pound continued 
to take its toll, clipping EMI 
143p 10 l,1763p and British 
Steel 1.75p to 1463p. 


Taking Stock 


QDIsplay IT, the star 
performer on the fringe Ofex 
share market, jumped lOOp 
to 730p as US authorities 
cleared an ADR listing on 
Nasdaq. Peter Levin, chief ex- 
ecutive, hopes the US pres- 
ence wfll increase American 
awareness of its operations, 
which involve developing 
windows-based software 
which enables traders to surf 
the Internet for fin ancial 
data. 

□Malaya, the upmarket cars 
group, firmed to 133p* It 
should have encouraging 
news at its yearly meeting on 
Election Day. There is market 
talk profits will advance to 
£4m, up from £2L5m- The 
company will soon change its 
name to the more prestigious 
HR Owen (one of its sub- 
sidiaries). Malayan investors 
lifted their stake to more 
than 25 per cent. A bid looks 
a distinct possibility 
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East Asia’s dazzling growth 
is about to run into trouble 


W hen does the great Ease 
Asian run of growth 
begin to taper off? The 
region has, over the last 20 years, 
been the fastest-growing in the 
world by a large margin, with the 
result that some pans - Hong 
Kong and Singapore for example 
- now have a higher per capita 
gross domestic product than the 
OECD average. At some stage, 
however, this growth is bound to 
slow. Some countries have been 
doubling their per capita income 
every 10 years, something that 
took the UK and US more than 
50 years at a similar stage of 
their growth, and a rate of growth 
that mathematically cannot 
continue. 

You can see the slowing growth 
pattern in the region's richest 
country, Japan, or for that matter 
in Europe’s richest, Switzerland. 
Both countries have hit a glass 
ceiling. But what will be the 
pattern for the rest of the region, 
if indeed there is a single pattern? 

The question is really a long- 
term one, but arises this week for 
a couple of reasons. First, the 
Merrill Lynch Gallup global sur- 
vey of fund managers' investment 
intentions bas been becoming in- 
creasing sceptical. You can see that 
in the graph on the left: the fig- 
ures show that the world's fund 
managers are only just net buyers 
of the Pacific Basin region. True, 
the region is rather wider than just 
East Asia, but it does square with 
a downgrading of that region too. 

The other reason is the grow- 
ing evidence that, while an eco- 
nomic recovery is under way in the 
region, it is a patchy and uneven 
one. The East Asian economy is 
driven by exports to the US and 
Western Europe to an extraordi- 
nary extent. For example exports 
to the US alone account for one- 
third of Singapore’s GDP and one- 
quartcr of Hong Kong’s. So a 
pause in growth in the OECD re- 
gion in Lhe second half of 1995 and 
most of last year hit these coun- 
tries hard. 

There is now a clear recovery 
in exports, as the graph on the 
right from J P Morgan shows, but 



Hamish 

McRae 

There are 
substantial risks 
in the future. One 
is the dependence 
on exports of a 
very narrow 
range of products 

this is patchy. Some countries - 
China, the Philippines, Taiwan - 
are doing well: others - Hong 
Kong, Indonesia, Malaysia - are 
doing less well. 

Assuming the US economy con- 
tinues to grow and there is a more 
secure recovery in Western 
Europe, eventually the whole re- 
gion’s growth will stage a decent 
cyclical recovery.. On a longer 
view, though, it is at least plausi- 
ble that die East Asia’s high 


growth era is over. This possibil- 
ity has been outlined in a new pa- 
per by David Hale, the economist 
at Zurich Kemper Investments in 
Chicago. 

Hale’s thesis runs like this. The 
region’s growth has been Hailing. 
But there are substantial risks in 
the future. One is the depen- 
dence not just on exports, as 
noted above, but on a exports of 
a very narrow range of products. 
The electronics sector accounts for 
51 per cent of Singapore’s exports, 
44 per cent of Malaysia's, 34 per 
cent of South Korea’s. No less 
than 20 per cent of South Korea's 
exports are semiconductor chips. 

This leaves these countries 
vulnerable not just to a fall in 
demand but also a fall in prices. 
One of the main reasons for a 
sharp rise in Korea’s current ac- 
count deficit last year was the 75 
per cent fall in the price of chips 
as a result of a global glut. 

A second area of vulnerability 
is the need for massive infra- 
structure investment. The need for 
such investment has been one of 
the reasons why, despite very 
high personal savings, the region 
is in overall current account 
deficit. While this is probably 
manageable without a Latin 
American-style meltdown, it 
means that the region does cany 
risks. 

This leads to a third concern: 
the ability of the region to man- 
age this infrastructure investment 
wisely, given that it will probably 
have to pay above-average rates 


Net buyers of Pacific 

Emerging Asia 

basin securities t%) 

exports 





of return to attract inward capi- 
tal to finance it 

There are concerns, too, as to 
whether the commercial manage- 
ment of local companies will be 
sensitive to the changing demand 
for their products - whether, for 
example, GhineA* companies wiD 
be inhibited by government inter- 
ference. 

The region has little experience 
of shareholder scrutiny, a weakness 

which may have led to the vexy low 
rates of return achieved by Japan- 
ese companies. It also has very lit- 
tle experience of using financial 
markets to allocate capital, some- 
thing which will have to happen to 
a much larger extent in future, par- 
ticularly as an ageing population 
will within one generation need to 
accumulate sufficient finanwai as- 
sets to cover its pension needs. 

Finally, the region will need to 
import very large amounts of en- 
ergy and probably food too. 
China, for example, will become 
a large oil importer as its car pop- 
ulation grows. 

The point here is not to argue 
that the region is in serious eco- 
nomic trouble. Rather it is to point 
to reasons why its growth in the 
future is liable to bit problems, 
which will have to be tackled. If 
these are dealt with successfully, 
then the debate will shift from eco- 
nomics to politics, and the role of 
the region in the wider world. 
David Hale believes that these 
countries will succeed and regain 

growth momentum in the final 

years of the century, and he may 
well be right. But it will not be the 
astonishingly rapid growth of the 
last two decades and there will be 
bumps on the way. 

Maybe the main bumps will not 
be economic at all but political. 
Best candidate? Well, you can 
round up the usual suspects. The 
unification of the two Koreas 
cannot be that far off, but can it 
be achieved with the smoothness 
of the unification of the two Ger- 
manys? Hong Kong has to demon- 
strate that its economy can 
continue to prosper under a 
change of regime. And after Hong 
Kong, what happens to Thiwan? 


Budgie the Helicopter flies 
into a $22m wrangle 





The Duchess oCVbrk’s creation. 
Budgie the Little Helicopter, flew 
into turbulence yesterday as the 
American marketing agents far 
the cuddly TV series issued a ■ 
blood-curdling statement and a 
demand for S22m from its British 
owners. Sleepy Kids. 

The row goes back to last 

timinn 


People & Business 


Harris went into Chapter 11, 
thus prompting Sleepy Kids to 
look for a new agent m the US. 

LHH yesterday issued a blistering 
assault on Sleepy Kids, saying 
that statements the British com- 
pany made in 21 October were 
‘Tmpropei*’. 

LHH says Sleepy Kids should 
not have pinned the blame on it 
for Budgie’s non-petforraance in 
the US, that its agency contract 
was not terminated, and that it - 
was still owed $22m. 

No one from Sleepy Kids was 
available for comment yesterday, 
but the bluster from LHH cer- 
tainly didn’t disturb the stock 
market Sleepy Eads’ shares rose. 

0 -5p to 17.5p. Fergie can sleep 
safely in her four poster for the 
moment 

Not many editors who are sacked 
from newspapers then launch a 
magazine from the same building. 
Anil Bboyrul was sacked as editor 
at Sunday Businas in February in ' 
acrimonious rircumstances, yet is 
about to relaunch Business Age 
magazine from the office block 
that houses the former organ, just 
off London's Oxford Street. 

Anil was sacked by SB’s owner 
Luke Johnson, son of right-wing 
columnist Paul Johnson. However, 
Tbm Rubython, who founded SB 
and is another ex-editor, owns the 
lease to the braiding, and is happy 
to ran space to his old colleague. 

u We have a separate door.” 
says Anfl. “After I was sacked . 
from Sunday Business, I talked to 
a number of people who had 
been considering buying into the 
papa; and they were keen, on 
backing the relaunch of Business 
Age instead.. 

“We’re amirng for a launch 
sometime in late May, with a cir- 
culation of around 50,000. It’ll be 
a 164-page glossy with lots of en- 
tertaining controversy. Our first 
issue will name a well known 



Kids’ stuff: The Duchess of 
Ybrk Is unlikely to be worried 

businessman as a crook. Well 
:it-we*ve 
liar that,” says Anfl. 

Tbm Rubython and Anfl used 
to run Business Age until it was 
bought a couple of years ago by 
VNU, who changed its format 
. and then dosed it down. Anfl 
bought bade the title this spring 
and has recruited Sunday Busi- 
ness's sales director Charlie Kerr 
and design director Thidi Roche - 
who also used to work on the old 
Business Age. Whether anyone 
will make any money out of this 
musical chairs is another story. 

Ian. Shay resigned Yesterday as 
finance director of Coda Group, 
the loss-making accounting son- 
ware supplier. A spokesman for 
Coda said that the group had redi- 
rected foe bulk of its operations to 
the US, and more international 
skills were now needed. “Mr Shay 
felt he would be better off else- 
where,” said the spokesman. 


Robert Brown, Coda s chief ex- 
ecutive, moved to the East Coast 

spearhead the group * 

-The thinking is that rfuxia is 

goS to make it intemahOM^r as 

fsu^lier of accounting roftware. 
then it has to roakeitm ^ 

world’s biggest software marKt, 
says the spokesman. Meanwhile 
the search for a new finance 
director goes on. 

The Institute of Chartered _ 
Accountants’ attempt at a te en- 
sion programme may have sink 

not put off the Chartered In*- . 

rate of Management Accoimfoxus .. 
fCuna), Which is now launching 
its own video service, the Finance 

Channel. . . . 

In the book-keeping equivalent 
of Red Hot Dutch, the Channel 
will feature five “modem, lively 
magazine-style programmes •*- 

each month “designed to help ac- ^ 
countan ts in business respond to 

and forecast business change .1 

can feel my eyelids getting heav- 
ier already. , , , 

The channel will be produced at 
Television Education Network s 
studios at Channel 4 and will cost 
a wallet-denuding £82 a month. 

Hepworth. the building materials 
company, says that its chief exec- 
utive, John Carter, has resigned 
“for personal reasons”. A 
spokesman says Mr Carter’s de- 
parture was amicable and based 
on mutual agreement, and that 
the former chief executive was 
leaving to pursue other interests. 

Mr Carter is 51 and bas been 
chief executive at Hepworth for 
five years, having joined the com- 
pany in 1987. The spokesman de- 
nied there was any rupture over 
strategy or disagreement behind 
the news. The group has started 
its search for a replacement. 

Mr Carter's resignation comes 
just ahead of a changeover of the 
chairmanship, with Jeremy Lan- 
caster due to takeover as chair- 
man from Sir Roland Smith. 

John Wlllcock 
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Foreign Exchange Rates 

Storing 


Country. 

US 

Canada 

Germany 

France 

Italy 

iST 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Netherlands 

Ireland 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

Australia* 

Hong Kong 


Now Zealand' 
Saud Arabia 
Singapore 


Spot 1 north 

3 norths 

Dofiar 

Spot 

1 [north 

3 months 

D-Maik 

Spot 

16346 

7-5 

34-21 

torn 

_ 

_ 

05675 

22839 61-56 

170-162 
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20-28 
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08207 

27629 

70-63 
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£ Buys 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD 

Just 13 borses were declared 
yesterday for the Whitbread 
'Gold Cup at Sandown on Sat- 
urday.which will leave the last 
Mg chase of the National Hunt 
scasoa with one of (he smallest 
fields in its 40-year history, but 
if^ejaioiDveatSaadjown Park 
g wondering where all the hors- 
es have gone,- they should look 
no further than Punchesicrwn 
gcepoursc,.on the outskirts of 
DfPfin, where the three-day 
Festival meeting, Ireland's 
equivalent , of Cheltenham, 
opens this afternoon, 

David Nicholson and Ntck 
Henderson are among the 
British trainers -with represen- 
tatives in Ireland today, while 
ra any, indeed most, of the host 
country's best chasers and hur- 
dlers will also be appearing 
this week. , 

Nicholson has been a keen 
supporter of the meeting for 
several years - he was respon- 
sible for Rilfygoat Gruff, the 
only British-trained winner, 12 
months agp -and he will again 
r £*d the raiding party this af- 
1 pnoon when Midnight Leg- 
end, winner of the Seagram Tbp 
Novices’ Hurdle at the Grand 
National meeting, attempts to 
follow up in the Country Pride 
Champion Novices’ Hurdle. 
Shaipical, runner-up to Mid- 


festival finds favour 


J^foLegend at Liverpool, will 
afternoon, while 
^“O^nens What’s The 
won 8 valuable 
E“J. at Chepstow last month, is 
Sff “tape soil and isai> 
other who should go close. 

The feature went cm the 
is the BMW 
™adicap Orase, m which Hen- 
deraon has another serious con- 
tender in Big Matt. An excellent 

Richard edmondson 

NAP: Onefburseven 
(Pontefract 4.50) 

NB: Rokeby Bowl 

(Pontefract 3 w 50 ) 

British challenge is completed 
by Arctic Kinsman (Nigel 
Twiston-Davies) and lird 
Dowet (Alistair Chariton), but 
all three will need to be at then- 
best to cure with Klairon Davis, 

winner of this race last year and 

a former champion two-mil er. 

How Sandown would relish 
such competition on Saturday, 
traditionally the biggest day of 
the year at the Esher track. Go 
Ballistic, the beaten favourite in 
the Grand National, and Incb- 
cailloch were among the hors- 
es withdrawn from the race, 
even though the former put in 
an encouraging piece of work at 
John O’Shea’s yard yesterday 
morning. “He worked fantas- 
tic,” the trainer said, “but it is 
not worth risking him on the 


ground and Pd rather put him 
away when he is on the top of 
bis form.*’ 

La Go Ballistic’s absence, it 
is left to Nicholson, sorely die 
week’s busiest trainer, to pro- 
vide almost a third of the five- 
day declarations for Saturday's 
race. In addition to the Gold 
Cup runner-up. Barton Bank, 
set to carry top w eig ht, the 
trainer still has Banjo, Call It A 
Day and St Mellion Fhirway in 
the 29-fuxlong event, while an- 
other trainer, Robert Alner, is 
responsible for three more. 

Richard Dunwoody, due to 
partner InchcaiDoch before his 
withdrawal, may now snitch to 
Gordon Richards’s McGregor 
The Third. “The owners are 
keen to run and it is a £100,000 
race, but 1 don’t like running 
them from out of the handicap,” 
Richards said. “But be is in good 
form and Jus last ran {when fifth 
behind Lord Gyllene, the sub- 
sequent Grand National win- 
ner] doesn’t look so bad now.” 




Klmron. Davis: ready to repel British challenge Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporting Life 


Search for Hidden rider ends in Hills 


Michael HIDs has been given the 
plum ride on Hidden. Meadow 
m the 2,000 Guineas at New- 
market a week on Saturday. Ian 
Balding has chosen him ahead 
of Ray Cochrane for the colt, 
the five4ength winner of the Eu- 
ropean Free Handicap under 


Frankie Dettori last week. Det- 
tori will partner Shamitrh for 
Godoiphm in the first Classic. 

“I discussed it with the own- 
er [George Strawbridgel and the 
foci that Ray Cochrane nad rid- 
den Selkirk for him came into 
consideration. But Michael wot 


on Hidden Meadow last year 
and rode him when he was 
third in the Horns HJD Stakes. 

“It is never a bad thing to 
have previous experience of 
riding a horse. He behaved 
beautifully at Newmarket but he 
can be a bit spooky at home. 


“After seeing the Guineas tri- 
als I am most frightened of the 
first two favourites who haven't 
run yet this year [Shamikh and 
Entrepreneur],” Balding said. 
“But I think Hidden Meadow 
has an excellent each-way 
chance.” 
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2 QO-1 2 504. 

SMUWM 


iz i 12-1 

12-1 14-1 

14-1 14-1 


12-1 an 

14-1 IB-1 
20-1 26 1 
20-1 33-1 


lEjfrJgB 2 5-1 2 5-1 25-1 3 3-1 

Each-way a quarter the ad®, places 1, 2. 3 (Newmario*, Saturday; 3 May) 
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Curat mwl 


John Wiilcoci 



HYPERION 

2X5 Chadwatl ffefl A20 Genuine John 

2-50 Wffl You Dance A50 ONEFOURSEVBI (nap) 

3X0 Measure MR 5X0 Slent Miracle (nb) 

150 Bffiy Bushwacker 

GOING: Good in Ftrm (Finn between 1m TTand lm), 

STALLS: am If- roHre; rear - Inside. DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

■ Mt-tuni, umlnlailne coune. 

■ Count* to lm NW of uxnt on AB39. Fomefroci (HmfidtDn Button (service from Lcetfe 
awf Witeflcfcff lm; TamiwJT action fncrvfce from Wakefield) «8otna comae. APHIS- 
SION; (Tub Slli; Paddock S8; Sflwr KnR£35Q. CAS PASS: Third Hind, car wJUi four 
wnvama. id, jjJiw at lumoflcs; remainder thee. 

■ LEADING TKA1NESS WITH EHNNKH& Mr* J Ramadan — 32 wbmere from 174 
rumens Rta* a sworn ratio of 1 8.4% and a profit lo a £1 kwd stake of SJi28; Mrs M 

Jkwtey — 16 winners. 1 10 nmnent, 13.4%, -&42.50-, H Cecil — 1 5 whmera, 38 run- 
«4 ktsi,41.7%, +511.15: J LEjto — 12 winners, 117nmneiB, 10.3%,-Sl.Oa 

■ LEADING JOCKEDS: KPMDon — 35 winners, 182 rirfes, 19^%, +S37.53; t Det- 
l«i — Slwimuw, llOridK, -54.94; X Darky — 20 winners, 176 ride*, 11.4%, 

W — 19 winnem, 84 ndes, ‘Si.0%, -524.7U 
BUNKEKED FttSTTME: None. WINNERS IN THE LAST SBVEN DAIS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Wffl Toe Dance (2^0) A StaxtM Hareovt i3L0) have 
. been ka 226 mttca by J Dunlop (ram Anudd, W Suaatx; Tlw Friaky Famer M20J sent 
22A rnUea by W G M Turner tom Conoo Denham, Somcnet. 

Rpfffl PONTEFRACT APPRENTICE SEMES (ROUND ONE) HANH- 
\±Ztzl CAP (GLASS E) £4400 added W Penally VWue £2^722 

1 521204 SQUKC0nC|3|tnMaNF)tW^DCmpnn510a .TSHdfll [5)3 

2 050253 QMDHBLNMlffima>HBnrfn0SsaDai»«6911 FBoy«a[7)9S 

3 402144 *U*IOUHWaWWflilCa)iSm)JStcy49B PSwHrmiS 

4 150440 ASl£SHBSrmtDBF)SseMrrlngfffaa£^(fiMWEflsnty534-j:iiMaar(3)5B 

5 006006 PUlWW(EH(TS)(TO(RJHLW%llDUcl»l»491 — — — CamfriMaftQT 

6 046-631 SUMICimu£ WOOO (13) {UMf Lads PwirMSt^P Mooney 3 5 13P BtakaoM ^ 2B 

r 040200 HBKrTWHUWdBKIDjeawMeuaxRSSS — CHUbRB 

S 00-3040 (XSSBIIW(5) (Bor TEastjeMiGttwrS 712 AMcCai%n4B 

9 464006 8P*RgM MM P ret (US4)[S7) ( TonySaJ effl MOwpmen6 7 12^. IRada^B 

BEmmc la Me 5tW«,t-2 Manota, Oada^WiR. in nUraater. W 

anh 12-1 NaNaNwr, 1 M atfeara 

1M8: CJPUtf! Com 590 Oare Wesill-2 0*H f (tamnJert ir wn - • • ’ - •• 

P0HMSUDE 

Ih*«»i«oniyontiqkbetwoenMANOU»,sul>i*ciu«nt|)r<leir»wl»toiath,andRlil«Sh«r“ 
W Wan ttwr wre suoond and mm m Jqhmro w ■ COS oondmortt racb M Muawftiutsh 
M WMK. AM* Shenff e 2» better off and can fmpnwe Rrma outtnfiawn thMipi ha tad 
«toa* bad a rwu but Manoto looted an unUtdy torar and IN0R b# afcto w prow «>• pdm 
Jm. fiat Mussefljwgh form loohs sound wrth the wlnnar, Jobvir^ pRng on n Mata HR 
«Md <R hbrtbcapDBre at Rvon last Thursday, when Ctadhnl Ml flntshed thW end OIk^ 

■■MaraUith. ManoioondAbteShe«illiTWiJoh#i)ioBttoalaKMiiaaoR»u8h.’*4*raasClwl- 

wa« Hafl wawowne ftenty of watfa to Jornyro at Rtooa Srwfcw Oarria is another that con 
be aswetaa to mate Ns presence ten. tefcvwng ha towth of 20 botM Supflaa Mteton 
ta Trunk on Swuntoy. and SuwaaivlB# Wood conn Into the rectortoR, too. Sunnantfe 
-fitowractoarty m «« heart and ho Folhestone wm flwn SeameOuiy retawtd a boast Man 
^JpBnlnna-upRonathRissrtwt^ iwwamfiel.llaotyMliMfcpMwaltemtiijjw- . 

nencad rtto but seams to cref» a M cut m the Bound. Sanction: MAHDLO 

WESWSfiEl 

3 3- tWJW P3S) |UH rtrtrenrt D i Mote, 90- m 

4 5 Tf*«*fiMipfi(to o^Rt^ 9 07rrrrs7; - 

5 0- WWiraWBDWUMllShraftWWnw^ OIM%a9 

6 5- 7»M«(rai(164tfflENe^Dl3X*T9a^^~ 

7 06 lOSSNWpaittsraiwaMUaarawiRsVWrteySfl HDm%rS 

B IWWSPMH WLH»fior4SGolllfg89_~-— 

9 »■ MBSWWB»i»sEP2fiUicPewaGWBRa9 

w shumr w j ftaii a st«n as 

« 62 lMUn»l>Wg(lSg(mM<B uW») ft»*p89. PatBMwya 

<m dBClved - 

Bums: a .1 k QomUm. « 74«L M WTWI Dane*. W WWW Oartan, O-ia-Wt, 1IM. Hh 
HM m Rue. UhI albai* 

XMR: OKHftp 3 9 0 J ReW 64 tP Oopple-Hjanu 12 an 

FORM CUKE 

mikir - tha, tn.«m aud of n marc that ivjs atready produced throe Mnnera aid he looks 


trainer. John Durden, has had several rumen wn first time out, mdutSng the My Hm Har- 
rier m a handicap at RSpan last wook. and tha chances an that WM Ybu Dwkc has done 
pferRy of work. She loote a thrart to Taunt on her ha#4en$h second to CytKffertndagyai 
YofV in the autumn. Cyto em^ inoto g ts trained by Bany «s. repreaenlad hem by b Qaae- 
ti«n beaten toirorlte in amrfdBn at Ht^ydodf in September. On Ns dsfiuthowwr.ki flues- 
turn was a promising second rohfcmwe experienced aWtorata Stare Fair (odds on) in a 
conditions race at Nawbuy. TWs pound Is much taster than mat at Dwcasier n Novem- 
ber, when Winter Santai and Zbixari showed proncae In me maiden races won by taid- 
someRldtte and Moon fllwr. David Louar (bvwln)) has made a sBghfly better atm than 
Luca Cument (two wins), so ZJnzwl mjghr beine p»di of the prtr. even mou^i tw miner 
taels the coltmltfrt need further in flme. Seksctkjn: TAUNT 

iDOnl BOfTLEY SHUNG STAKES (CLASS G)£3p00 added BfPenat- 
l Jb ^ v ltyVauc£2ffl9 

1 646000 DMHMDNNCraCM)[Klk»QlCI)Sbw69T )Frara« 8 B 

2 425602- FMSIERRE (12«) p) (LasFemnes Faofcs) J J OUdi 4^97 WRy»4 

3 060600 feSKCIMLEJ0»(8DmAtal5Mridira«RHMhaW£197JlN4M(717 

4 20505-0 StMDOMM UHJ (D) (JAsCMBDaiBs) J Barry4 97 _JtOBrtey3 

5 4-35030 TnERRSKmRHBt(aCDm(GJBUMWGU11mr497 BHMtop}9 

6 006606 DEMtMW{24) HdFkral UwsLSiddel592 T SUM [7) 12 

7 006560 UJCXy REVOKE (7E) |V Gmnes] D HcbaB 4 S 2 MkObbMSS 

8 400056 <MNaMmG4H(2fiffMOtedLUoyd-JRna592 IRMmS 

9 636006 SRB30HC0UMESSP49G Bale)) RHoRffiMBd 402 FI|Kk(3)2 

10 0 MIBUcnOMP9IRa^iRDaSR>3810 ; LCbrnnckl 

U 306000- TREASURE MIL (1E3) (I SkvberouBDChtpRvn 3 SID ! 40%— 11 

12 6 EUUBOMEHBffpM)(5nittSAIm08sl%RWMDDd>3S5_-IMtabRailfl 

-IZdactawd- 

BETBNftsaWtfam. 4-1 SteedM^s-lDwRWqrRnHi, 6-1 lady Renafi^ 8 -lSkai 0 BCDiH|- 
ew, 16a DnTOw, 14-1 ott»s 
1996e Smart Guest 4 9 7 K Felon 74 (John AHnU 8 am 
FORM BU IDE 

lack of a recent outing wK not nednsedjy map SUNDOWN, as he beat Hannah's Usher 
iksi time out last yeer on me el weather at Wokorhampun (51). Ms sutasequenc success . 
In a claiming race on test pound at Chester ras tor today's rtdar. Kerti Daisy, end one of 
Stand own's batter efibrts In the second half o< last season eas Ns second rf IB ® Ortolan 
In a oourae and dUance ettner, a race h which The FHsfcjr Fwmerwas a remote 13th. 
The Frisky Farmer also fashed behind Standown In the Chester race but ha would have e 
brltfiter chance man most of ihese on soma of the form he showed at thn level last spmg. 
Uts Standown and The Fi&v Farmer, tacky RmeoB* tW not achieve (inch antfiaaj- 
weather o«r the wWer but It could be a ittferent smy now ha Is back on osf and dropf»d 
Ino a saDer. Luc^i Revenge's Think «4n tart jeer far MeitynMade was owreswn (udorv 
jmd hestsgna this la 0 ie?dn£ aft furtongs and Lucky Revernn sJxhjW mate fas. 

prasaeceteh In a weak race. rMsfu e has nmraoed stnceund-Deoembar, when he vroa . 
second to Throe Mtoeks at MArorhampton o»w eft astendsd mte. twt he rrtjrir not hove to 
De1l0«ng«t]o play emalorjMHt here. . S arooUoae STANDOWN 

lo'cAl PONTEFRACT PARK UMTTB) STAKES (CLASS C) £8fl00 
added lm 2f Penalty Value £5*498 

1 060030- BUT BU g iS W Ot n i U9B) (7 S QiM Me M Reudqi 6 9 a Ktakyl 

2 209345- ROK£HrBOWL(263)[COHP»iMc9a0iaHkc596 LIMWt2 

3 021060 WNGURP(IJ0)(BBDudw3osiUd) BM(*Mon4B8 irwraa5 - 

4 382-1 snMDNKMK8U(TpiS4)p8)(D)nidHdr|linilAHop387 MEddaiyl 

5 013- OfBraiBC»«WWY(17N(Wjaafcy)BHfc3B5. DIMW4 

-SfisdM- 

BETTma: M m isty B eet, M My OeMwck w, 7-2 atwkm Hsrawrt, 4-i Cybe tieA ea te Kt, 6a 
VH Carp 

1896c Hunutas 3 8 S L DstH 7-2 aCunsffl 7 no 

FORM GUIDE 

The leteester mtedsn won by STANTON HMtcoURT is imEMy to amount to much but the 
cott could do USB more man wn easily and, with mat encouratfqg comebeck nm, there 
must be e chance ns can gn me better of me aider hones. The omer ttww^ear-oid. Cy- 
b ert e chpo lagy. can be tencted to mala a race of a, too. He must haw more room to *n- 
provemant then the others. ROfcaby Bowf was restricted ro Juatfvae outti^ n 1996 but 
vns a usato handcappsr me preMous season, IWshlng second m KsudsM at Ascot and to 
Knave's Ash at Doncaster Mtarwtinng here md at Sendonm. Rokeby Bowl stags a mite and 
a hart, so a slow pace might be Rpinst him, but he is ridden by Frantoe Dettori, who won 
on uabiomatB Hidden Ueadcw at Newmarket last wek. BMy BusbMBclssi% Srst race last 
season was the Lincoln, *1 which he finished wed beaten, but he won test dma out at throe 
and torand this small Md cmM suit Mm. Although without a wn last year, Briy Biahweck- 
8f mb placed In compeitdve handcaps wr by tmpnsArg hmes. such as isigwur as Red- 
car and Gallon Fta at Doncasrer. As a mree-yaar-okt Vaa Gup was often tntfiy tried but 
ha ended up wtti only 0 fink maden to hta credit and he naB a tat to prow when tt comes 
ro staying this trip. SbIbcOok STAttTON HARCOUm 

J A Oft) CORN MARKET HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5*000 added lm 
Penalty Value £3,785 

1 510345- JWDmillE(US)m0SC«Hnl5HbDdl5912 DBWsl 

2 020006 SUMACH [17fi Mad Sneerey) R HoteMeed 499 LMtUR 

3 21-5 00URfSW(13|ttJBdHHaddsittUen)HCBcl393 KfMosB 

4 206600 F0fl£Sr806W(ll) (PkWxni RaorgLI? Mb J ftmrwtoi493 IFoRmZ 

5 205000 KE5nMltoCP2)(ltoiMnMM8amoMMqVMDto7B2 MDaactagB 


6 113215 RMK>WUI2St(4)|P)(IHGSMHdDNkIl0te591 loan Hkads (5) 5 

7 221430 fiauWJ0HN(4HMBGMZS»«WJFWes4813- RIMn^r 

8 000063 KWB JDKISnN {US4} (10) Qsn GuM) B McMbon 9 8 10 KDedsy4 

9 665560 SMBBASlBl(17)iSmitenNbod)iL^ie4 710 TDMsl 

- 9 dschnd- 

BEtUIB: 64 CoatshM, 7-2 AaoeiM Time, 5- 1 Bumbo WaRter, 7-1 Geoota* John, S4 Forslt Rubin, 
10-1 SBaltacA 13a Ksstce Food, M-l albets 
1880: MSSW Charter 4 8 10 K Fsfcn 64 (MB J toiMKr) 19 cm 
FORM CUDE 

RAMBO WAUZEtrS busy SpeM wO cash up wtm him evornunty but Ns fourth of 16 be- 
hind svfcrm Merand end Foist a Ttwakcn Satuiday * 40 e«s he a not Kite fintriied yeL 
Cosrtsh^ nos under pressure some way tnam home m a Hiree-jear-olds' conCUons race 
at Nottingham 11 days ago. ending up 10 lengltebefond the wtenar. Sekad, but a H^sty- 
lacsd Hairy CecS hone m a hmfleap commends re&ect. Another Tim* ended last sea- 
son by tolriiing toxth to Cteton ft* B the Cembrfc^esWre when 0b out of the handicap 
and proved that was no fluke with hta «m of 21 oeNnd Edan He#ts m Newbury. Summer 
Queen at Newmarket and Corn Tory at Wensck nave son rmficeps first bme out for Seen 
WbMS tfw season, to the top wetgit cannot be ruled out. SuaRacta datertorated as lan 
season progressed but two early wins at Doncaster and WNw er hampt o n (aw) were to to- 
day's ricto.fianiaoOettoiL Considering Forest floUri was second BSortsB Tower at Santoro 
ten April, it Is suipnong that he oould not win a race at three. Previously wtth Rika John- 
son Houghtoa Fbrest flotwi ms not sperided m eitmr sen t«s term, so * Is drffloA to be 
catfdent about him. Heston Pond is not badly handltappert but Ib more of a seven-tolorg 
horse and a testtig mie B<e tfss migrijusi stre&h him. Selection: RAMEO WALT2ER 

V A Chi LEVY BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5^)00 added 2m If 
L™HJ Penalty Vakie £3fiS8 

1 206632 aCKTOflC Q0i p) Ms D Ufa) M TohinKr 5 10 Q ] Carrol 8 

2 300230 I WRi fair flO^ (Vbfl^i f^dteiB taag Ul) PEBTO849 12 £ Dettori 4 . 

3 046065 MVBnW9By(32)(4GChamell MH8innn)59U iRMnel 

4 312123 RtnN.BtFReSSRM(Z7)[le&DBLBHa)dMsMltato598 AOdml 

5 08245-2 SHRLEVSUE{ 1 ]) (Dsentand tak Ud) M jdnren 4 9 3 IWssw9 

6 —5211-41 nemKS»aiC>2}UlloiniineJL^re48U IWsail 

7 021206 BKDESM {171 &WWB toon} Ms M Rectay 11 8 10 XQwtay7 

6 315333- GSEKTOiMnoN(197}(OD)8IDHEfinkican||d)FWn5on8S4 NCmatoiS 

9 250334 SIBUCFB10WC10fi(PFMaaSiDMAanw434 bRsntaosB 

-Brisdond- I 

BEITW 6 : 5-Zltodo is w wra , 8 a SNrisy Sub. 7-2 &Arycnfc, 8 a Royal EUp is Irion, SafayestWsc- I 
if. 10-1 baat Orarim, IB-1 attmr* 

1996: Upper 4ta«Cto692 6 Do* 62 (C ftniafe« 15 ran 
-• FDBMQM* 

Gtang Miay S4te on her test run of the wsinn, SHRlEir SUE bed 10 settle to second be- 
hind Nnolo at BMMay, but mar was an encoua0ng comeback. The mare comd be that 
vtal bk Boer today and mqmt be able id mska the most of the lllb she reoenes bom Ebi- 
bryonic. He carries 10 smne and the 4tr he has been itesad slnoo ha second to BohcMs 
C mat at Warwick wffl not help* O ii a Uprai nra n ha* done nothing but improve smee bemg 
asked n tacMe sugROg trips and he can @3 wen again even though he has ame up 81b to 
hB Doncaster win from Noufart, a race In wNch kwest Wisely finished a wet-beaten fifth. 
Royal Eaprassto n never^x rto comemon In me Cottenck race won by Dancing Cavafler 
- hut Iw was more man-entitled to need the outmg- Ns first amoeba failed by a fangti to 
ONy 10 stone at Doncaster las June hthe race won by Greek Mtfn Out Stabtemeta aodana 
hn never won over teas then a mite end five, so the trip (12 furtongo was not Ideal to the 
gey at Beverley. IN* was a sailer, mougv end at 11 yean of t#> Brodessa la not goirgia 
»s any beam. This trip on fast gound suits Great Oration but the feet that he races Ibr 
the first time this season nagn Just coumegdnst him. Setactfeae SHIRLEY SUE 

I CO/! I SPRING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5£00 added 3YD ffl- 
BesBf Penalty Value £5^599 

1 AGFT (Ms P Robeson) RJrinunHndlDnB 11 UMaeS 

2 06 BULNK5tUS)raflp&Beu0totiWMuscflnBll KMc*5 

3 66 ROSY0W160R(US4)t20Si(JCSrT4h)IBStoig8U LDettod4 

4 633 SEEMT MRM3E {14} 0F) Qi A Wen) M BM 8 11 MFeuunS 

5 snmpuaom9*samurtBHBBtuy8a i sack 2 

6 0034 TMraAH (USAHM) ffemdsn PvtoJupi 811 RHffls7 

7 . VS»aCA(RUcHiRFbintfead811 FI|Kbn 6 

8 06 YAWTELSUIM1 (171) (G S D hpora Lbl| BMcMsricnBll LMMoal 

- 8 riwrtera d- 

8 ETTDIS: 7-4S!M Mkads, 54 T^efcM, 5-1 Rosy CWHo)*, 8-1 Smcet FWoopie, 10-1 Jtiff. 14- 
1 vaunt B SMHan, 161 stars 
1896: Pnanpdy 3 8 U, L Deocn ews (M Stoum) 14 ran 
FORM 8 UIDE 

SBlBIT MM tm F had two and > hag lenghatn spare over Tajrebah when they were third 
and fatsth » Moucte ot«r fiw Asrlorggs at Noiangtan bun as she hod finished mud at Don- 
caster In March, Slent Miracle may nave had a fitness advantage over Peter Welwyn's fly 
that (toy. The NcCir^iam rumer-up, Lamarta, ccmcfamertwl me term Cy baatmg oWer hors- 
es In a D-80 conriftona race atThaekon SatunJay and Slew VBracto mun bo thereabout*. 
Rosy Outlook, representing tan Baking and FranMe Detton. could easOy be me one that 
Sum MJrade has to wooy about because she finished trt ftont at sum. Mkaoe whan both 
ffflles tan to the firet dms at Kariipton last Septemlmr. Rosy Outtook cfld no* Improve on that 
at Chester aflBnrards. bur carmot nave 0 «n her truenmnirg on that tricky course. The mar- 
kat iwgtt smioan H the Bws of Atfft and Sweet Pwtoofte are sheeted to mate an Im- 
pact, SelectkNi: SILENT MKACLE 


HYPEMON 

ZOO Barba Papa 2^0 Sharp Yl Smart 3M Sea 
kw> 3-30 Water Ghtm 4XH) Cuban Nights 4-30 
fat Again 5 J>OAfte*onado 

Ul (umlrr-lflri liwl- CAR PARKS rlW. 

BUNKERED FIRST TOttE: N(JU;. 

l‘l> Ewi" — 

rarxsi WAIMBT APPR 0 m«MA^SWOK 

cSl 2 ]fCLASSF) £3,300 added 

1 ?■ BM*4 UB3) L 

i "S 55^ < S^/«5^*3g5 

: ^ asBSSiffl-^issa . 1 

6 twHDQN S EtomsB InretMilWWt? 

7 .4S306 DOOII ROSEB HW 7 JJBS jnWridCUgd 

9 016 wow » K NW » 2 

-tt. OS fWW IW m »7«H* 8 Dwyw 0) 9 

U . 5MM(B«lM9lV 


fo on FOLKESTONE TOWN LARTED STAKES 
(CLASS £) £4^225 added 8f 189ydS 

1 323212 itfOUd fED (Uj m (BF) G L Moora S 10 OCwxgr Hoofs 4 

2 033501 SHMVW SHMC 127) |B>) B Seed 5 9 8 — 4D«4y(B)lB 

3 462244- B0NllJCX|ZlS)JBeniMt596 A Oak 7 

4 034633 OIUNaCU)Htoftar49B 1 BSMh(7)3 

5 000006 MO DORAS td) GLUoora 7 3 6 SWMvmrtbS 

6 2205-3 1K70RTTEMI 89) fi BU8«59fi 7<N*w4 

7 081236 WflESEntBI(2S)(D)RVtaiEB4gr Stanreefi 

8 533306 tWLDO(ieUUgBtte49R. ntiewwfl(5)l 

9 180206 PRESSOR NKKIT(UD)mNIUr 4 93 IMd9 

10 240260 MA10Mr0C2«)DCDe»WG3B7— URtemw2 

-IddbctoHf- 

BBTWt 7-2 Share 1 * Swert, M fieeRa Rad, 61 Bcs Uwk. S4 GaUrar. 
7a Mo Extras, WNt> Settlor, 61 Vtatoy T«-n, 12-1 oOmis 


SANDLMG 
£2^75 atfe 
USHMINCtt 

4SUU0NJWN 

CKUMHMBa 


vELUNG STAKES (CLASS G) 
xf 2VD 5f 

«"1V «i^—’ 

86 : : ^jujcroomats 

tort a 6 : : — I QWra 8 


— TSprafec 4 

IFEpel 

JIMmT 

IMS 

T6*w9 

7-1 MBs Scooter, 


w w nnnim-r-T----^, , mjib mj - 

u . 

AlMatNto W** — - 


Courae 4Jfl Artwort Boy 4.40 Busmon 

CewtryUwf — 

MKNtii Utvd W Finn u Jiihris 

RlML-henL mdidsUntc euaa* im- A> 

ai'rmr % OB A«f». niJRK: F«w- 

wwoap FtiOTTDBt-W. . u0 , A &««r 

VWB M LAST SEVEN MStt .gfjjjji Toc-riay. Cew 
nTMKMHMNI-IUMM * 

T^lroraKM8)wteiilBww ^>^^^.i:l.Wl&Nstee 
«SufaSes%ai tow Iwo *w ■*" 


S L ' i CTg hS gS 1 . - — .m n 

351 RHYNAW) 

™1 W400«wed arrt M W - * 

nm WMOCtoUCf m M » }*■•'- ~ Mr 5 Ufld 


« o wssseooratraAJorwa6_ 

5 334 FMKUaiETU«mPDBaas 8 E 

7 33 s»aflwuw»riu*BflB8eII! 

s 0 SMmHREU0r(Z7)8mans& 

9 0 TWOS MAM) n Mttgto ffl 86 , 

BETTRI6: 64 Sss top, M-Tfcos Used. 44 La 

MfUMAU4UhtoU4tttH 


fS^Sn] BARHAM MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
2“J STAKES (CLASS E) £4^025 added 3Y0 fif 

1 6623 JOHN EMMS J3 MM SO 1 >MS 

j KSRAUK7MB490 : — SRMmrtSjl 


3 40P40P fitWeNORWim76«»7Ue«-»^JrJlllBipl(pB 

4 PLANAR ANr 7 110- 

5 3»P5 SBU»OWRntM)CAgram9UO 

-Sdsdersd- 

9QTM&4-T MonfctoBey, MMlM.T-1 Bobtea Um. Sound Canto, 

ID-lOtaswodUgN 

BETTYS 90TH MARES NCWBE 

1 3^0 j HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2in 110yds 

, MRSBBinffl PlfidtoiSlIfi _JL Cw i «9w (7? 

i cgnup gflWR wuic tsojgFTPmmsrseiiD.— Jjapn 

\ uen ywipy taaijCOpisaBllO-— — —BBrwBoy 

? ® SUSB^CMn*ad*.411JB MrJJbtos 

4 .IW9M- 


BOWB IrfW Bfi. ******* 

r— ra WEATHERS® SPONSORSHIP IN RAONG 
\SM\ SSmS? CHASE (CLASS D> £5^00 
added 3m 2f lMyfc ■ 

2 £ma?OfUP(B9)fflPMt»nl01O8 — — CM 

3 ag g™g5ESmJiw»M»— 


3 MBTffiaUM I BM8g 90 HartalMjwW 7 

4 00202- bCkERfltl) MTontomsBO NDqyB 

5 PraPIffr RAMUS 9 0 TQNn2 

6 5 PRMCE ZAMXi pi) C Hs^n 9 0 pKlEddnyS 

7 06 ICVB? 0O1F MASK (354) T J Na^ejn 8 9 TSttoks9 

8 6 WFrfiaCK{MS);Jertols89 SSae*u3 

9 8 UITlEAlNEClg)GLMooi?89 SffltdMtobS 

10 3443- TWBI PARTY (3S2JS DowSe A My (5) 4 

-10 declares - 

BEIlllWc 8-4 Join Esres, 61 Octet, 7-2 Third Piny, 7-1 NMsr OBn, 
161 PBj* bit, Kaes Atari, 14-1 ctes 

} A nn I levy BOARD HANDICAP (CLASS E) 

1 i j £4^025 added 4Y0 lm 71 92yds 

1 033444 MBWGEJMyyfSflC&ranBSlD 8MMbM5B 

2 WtfO TALK BACK (22) G Leris 5 9 10 AWtaotan (3) 7 

3 053354 saRtErVBflUREC!7fi}51ttufe4910 ACto92 

4 51505-2 CIB4N MGflTS (UR 6 Usre%n 5 8 11 IBreeMI ^]8 

5 52-3825 QUEST ALIUNCE (59) G L Moca SB B_—XraSy Manta 3 

6 326506 AIBBA(ia8SMfltoB466. — Tfital 

7 000066 <amaUN&R>CZm)PMJtA7 7X2 NUns4 

B 255406 98891(2031 8468*8 7 10 Hftaa*® 8 

S 00MS6 WBV PH0P8E ( tq Ml {.J blWl 5 7 10 (7)6 

UUtnra Mtnc 7a 1 £*L True haniEap •dfu Srefil 7M Ofc, Kirtkr fto- 

■as earn 

BSTWte 3-1 Sbidey VadBrt, 7-B PwkBm Hs»y,4a crass Mflto, 61 
Asset AJtareoc. 8a TMk Back, JM aositaraw SM, 12Kt tUm 

j A on' | DOVER HANDICAP (CLASS E) tAfiSS 
lZ!2rJ added 3YD lm 4f 

1 0065 CIM(BnKX»l«Ck(ltelCi<rrM4 910 RPrio«3 

2 352200 AUMflARAM (13) G IBriS 399 — R (*#><» 12 B 

3 061122- REMG SPRAYS (CD) Ctopn69a — Pad&ktoy4 

4 455436 ANaNRVBmjRE(2BDSWnta492 ACtokS 


S IS1M2 SLBCWPRMCESS[UE)PBcMn9104^_WMMdtM 
K rtnrtgmt - 

BE1TW: 94 M hr luck, llr4 PerMss Coacn, 40. Staeta Prisoara, 

61 Km Ib Ibtafc, Ann Drop 

A ~ i H i HANCOCKS HB HANDICAP HURDLE 
"I (CLASS B) £3^)00 added in 110yds 

1 . 420021 PBDMiU (7) (Q (0) M Ptys 7 12 G (6stf A P McCoy 

2 1-4PF26 ASHfflO10WpB)TOPHDtbsBlD7 W Minton 

3 1-34150 nmSBLQJtmSQntsSXiO TJMurpto 

4 246460 BLARC9SHE(17)(D)QBUng51D0 A Batts CQ 

-44Htatd- 

MMnun mUc ftnsal to Sfc Stair Caste Sat Qfe. 

BETTM6: 4-7 PtMwWL 11-4 Aatarel flay. SaForestM, 14-1 BWr Create 

IXafil DUNRWEN^ SOUTH & WEST WU£S POWf 
1^ . 1 TP- POINT CHAMPIONSHIP (HUNTER 
CHASE) (CLASS H) £5,000 added 3m 

1 3SZ1-31 BOWH m mKn Penan B 12 is BrOSJoeof (7J 

2 WBW MCRSMQ BAY 08) 0 lisle 12 15 8 »JJPrice[7) 

3 4«3» WAWiruW(2«JftWtorel2126-4lb*PCDra»m 

4. 1F-12P MSSIfllMOOK(4O)(CO)DGdaaatty0125 

; Mr E WHOM (7) 


5 632066 QAAOW MX* (HO) 6 {.Moore 4 8 U — CMdpitaiTtar 

6 550343 SAFPHREStM(U]POBM586 N Adams 2 

7 Ol-llBl YET AflAW (11) (1^1*55 Gay NBte*y 585 S8mh»6 

8 465JY HAMB0N(643)BRMfcnen5B0 .T5pahsl 

9 006600 GR& LEGEM) (56) RMFtower4 7 13 ORHcCatall 

10 664053 KAOS 1AK5 (12)5 DM 4 7 10 J«Aa>8 

11 000060 KEGATD(U0) JRMadn5710 a O s n la e BlP 

12 00060 etaaJT)VEOmC£S(9^RMf*)ner471i) FNMos9 

-UdadMd- 

IMhun se^e 7a 10b. True ftandksp Mj^ss: Nefc Tafc TStSRt Mega ikf 
7a 5ft, Becudre Offlcer 7s 3 Rl 

SETTBBi: 7-4 Y«t Agate, 5-2 fBstag SPtay. 5-1 SretoAe Sc*. 7-1 ktata Tail, 
120. Atatodresta, 1*1 Anctor Mntee, dfanreimf JkA, 26-1 Oltore 

[c ftAl TIM FREEMAN HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
!____] £3^00 added 3YD lm If lASyds 

1 06514-2 AROOHADO pU) (BE) R Hodjas 9 7 Tfltai9 

2 01-2236 PBOWCHA IRQ 6 Moots 9 7 RDsyU 

3 203300 rE3.AUte(22)BMemsn9a RHaflm3 

4 669060 9BX5r(24)IB9»C95 MMta Dwyer (S)4 

5 506148 SCAflHOTS (24) SUBfemsSi MHewy{3)2 

6 0032-30 OKFPRH»roR(22)Rrtan«n92 DaneUMcMlS 

7 00046 PAfltTfHURfry [187)NCai^fwi9a SDmreU 

B 5066 B6VIIW(aoGil0RS9O Pad Eddery B 

9 136680 SSSHHcnOta 03) 00*00*6813 MtetrnnrlO 

10 065662 KBffiSHAH DANCER (27) 0 KMkreridl? — T Spate U , 

n 240631 Mscnroci«mwuura9 Iiud7 I 

12 006 am (154) RM Honrs 7 GHtedl 1 

13 246500 OUR KBW 05) B Peace B 6 BBredwalSB 

14 00023 CHAU&(13} >\ BurieS 6 RPWtasS 

15 5506 PHgOSDPNBtZSetoAtaAheeacnSS CDaffietaB 

BETTWS 61 ll ai brt ws Drorar, 60. Ptecttecbs. 7-1 Ctafeg, Chief Prsds- 
tar, 61 Ptdtoaphto 161 Scarrols, 12-1 ottos 


5 5F9 PUB4«lirtU37)PiWilll23 Mr 6 UMi (7} 

6 403336 saPttjmLO27)SQtthSl0123 MrAWM*(7)fr 

7 31 BBMi MOHR (771) DMtonslOUl JlrNRIflUMfl(7) 

8 mue MW1. PSEJE(4<fl Ms CHjgn 11121 — MtaP4wes(^ 

9 CULPBWRSDHIIteLPwtoOim MrAPtafT) 

10 UJ3QU D0tBnWMWH»m|O?WsI5h49KU1112 

Mr J Jokes p) 

11 ROYAL DAIS Ms D Heals 12 11 12 IArMI«Mfl{3) 

12 D* LAST MISTRESS (138} A Cock 10 11 12M S Sbkiton (7) 

-Udsdared- 

BgTINfc 24 lflsHaraek, 5-1 Breren,S-lHsai Pitta. 10-1 Yteetteer 
Bfl, DosHkqc Doma, RoyM Oste, 161 ethers 

[ejfnl SAPUNG NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) 

£2fl00 added 2 m 4f UOyds 

1 334411 COtBflRrUJ«l(7)MPIpeB1112 A P McCoy V 

2 0600TO DONTMHDFIDO(3fiP«taaiwenO AThonSoo B 

3 06 MRRDBSIEE(3B)ADeafflerien6llO LHwvwy 

4 WMSraBOAChanfflBtate5U.O Dlssto 

5 1362 NAME OF Olffl mGt (U) MR P8 mw< 4 10 15, I 


BBTW& 2-5 Conby Lorar, 114 Name Of 0or Father. 14-1 toot MM 
g I Do, 261 WssHMd, Mr Bobnas 


One So Wooderfid < 


61 61 
12-1 12-1 

-ja 

14-1 14-1 

12-1 14-1 

12-1 16a 

12-1 14-1 

16 -1 14-1 

26-1 14-1 

26-1 2sa 
20-1 25-1 


fnch-mye ouenerme odd* dtoces i Z 3 /Nevwnartet Sbndiw • Afad 


Oaks Stakes 


■teens Of Usnaj 


datalAdeR 

(Pwadtael 


Summer Panes I 


i 2 -i ia-i 


as-i i6i 

20-1 161 

25-1 IB-1 

25-1 33-1 

33-1 20-1 


14-1 18-1 


25-1 15-1 

25-1 20-1 

20-1 l&l 

33-1 33-1 

25-1 16-1 


Lookout <B WM 25-1 33-1 ?5-l 40-1 

•• Eocti-woy s quarnsr the odds, ptocss 12,3 (Epsom. Friday. G June) 


16-1 20-1 

16-1 16-1 


161 IB-1 161 25-1 

261 33-1 261 33-1 

261 261 33-1 33-1 

33-1 33-1 261 33-1 

261 33a 33-1 33-JL 

20-1 ' 20-1 20-1 33-1 

33-1 33-1 20-1 20-1 

261 261 33-1 33-1 


rod (A da Htww-Dunrel d oubtful 20-1 33-1 40-1 

Each-way a quarter the odds, places 1.2,3 (Sworn. Saturday. 7 June) 


RACING RESULTS 


NOTTINGHAM 

2-10: 1. CMRN DMf 0 RXUIW) 7-1:2. 


Terry's Rose 61; 3. 1 
162. 01 ran. 7-2 tor Skyers Ftyar. l’A, Vj. 
(Mis J Ramsden. TWrek). Tote: £9.80; 
£2.40. £L90, £230. DF: £28.10. CSF: 
£40.-15. Trice £101.70. 

i40: X. HRMOML CAL (TSpralei 361; 
2. Jndgy 33-1; 1 Gram Gkwy 5-4 fav. 
30 ran. 1‘A, 1 %. (8 pawe Rwtomo. Tote 
£3620; £3^0. £620, £L4a Dffmim 
CSF; £70SJ3. Too; £217 JO (part wen). 

3L30: 3. SRET XMBDOfil ® Msmt«W 61 
tav; 2. SMpbtnnM Rocket 10-1; 3. 
Aquatic (tom 40-1; 4. Robo Mafle 62. 
18 no. 6, lit (M awtaa mnnatetL IMk 
£ 4.90: £150, £2.60, £3.10. £1.40. DF: 
£32.00. CSF: £3331. TnCoss £771.76. Tna 
£419-50. 

340: 1. DOUBLE OSCAR (Ala Greaves) 
11-2; 2. G«Mri Sir Peter 64 taw X CMaCta 
Lady 33-3. 12 ran. SK-hd, 1Y*. ® Uchafis, 
ItasN. Tates £4£0;£120. £130. £B.7a 
DF: £4.10. CSF: £12D7. Trio: £138.00. Mb 
Banuea Boy. 

4JO: 3. NAJBHAAN (R Cochmne) 7-2: 2. 
Sheer Dansfl 62; 3. Hay T® My Kaatt 2-1 
Jl fav. G ran. 2-ljitav Oonaomi (4t«. 'h. 4. 
(D Money. Nmmaite«. Ttorc tSJM: £3£0, 
£3-60. DF: £4.70. CSF:£ 12J54. 

AAOl 1.THE BunERHflCX MD (RWbv 
sfflri) 20-1: 2. Samuel Scott 62 fav: 3. Kto- 
tayf 62. 14 ran. NR, 'b- (S Fahey. Mafeon). 
TotK £27.60; £5.70, £2 3a £4.10. D ft 
£165.00. CSF: £112.44, Trtcest: £75065 
TriK £540.70 (pan worn. 

S3ih 1. ttASMEL (Mffls K CHhon) 11-1; 
2. Rpte Stand 13-2; 3. Squared Away 14-1. 
4. Bam Of Oak 33-L 18 ran. 62 fav ftesh 
Frun Dady (5th). 6, nk. IP Evans. Welshpool). 
TotK £18.60; £4.70, f2-50. £2.60, £7^0. 
OF: 0309a CSF: £&UB9. Tncesc £97485 
Trta £380.70 (pen won). 

640: X- DOMWANr DUCHESS IKfakn) 
61; 2. Udy of The into 62; 3. hnpertel 
Or Metric 20-1. 10 ran. 7-4 f» Freadom 
Chance. 3’*, a U Hits, LamOourn}. Tote: 
£890; £3-50, £L60, £240. DF. £3.40. CSF: 
£30.11. TrUx £12630- 
ieeApat: iffln won (pool of £72446.48 ear- 
ned toward to Folkestone today]. 

Ptaeepot £229^0. QaattoaC £3a30. 
Placa 6: £320137. Place 5: £6830. 

BRIGHTON 

000:1. BANNVWHAM BLADE OMn 
Dwm) 61; 2. Soft Touch 12-1: 3. 
nvmU«*Stektov4-l.grw.9^lto^ 
torBartos (50g, Hd, nk. (jnvwy. Rafien). 
TotK £020: £2X0, £240 £3-10. DF: 
£14.5a CSF: £50-50. 

2^0: 1- MEVBl BOLF MOVER CSSandBB) 
10-1:2. State Factors 2-1 nlar; a NWmpara 
&V 161. « on. M Jttw Nenous Rat (4th). 
'fa 3fh. (T NsuOton. Epeond. Tata: £9-00: 
£3J0, UJtt Eft OO.TO. CSft £3678. 

iOO: L BARBASON (Candy Mama) 64 
tar. 2. Heowest 9-£ 3, Brtkm 61. 8 raa, 
fa f. (G L Moore. Bntfiun). Tote: £290: 
mo. £180, £140. OF. LU-70. CSF: 
£1198. TitaeC £2697. 

UO; 1. POO&tUI* tM tMenam) 61: 2. 
Sctteuin Mm* U 2; 3. Reman Reel 62 
Jtflw, 8 ran. 6a » tM Enflan bander (4th). 
SH-hd, iy b 0 Pearce. Newmarito). Tate: 
£7.80; £080, £0.80. £0-60- Oh £930. CSfi 
£30.10 


«3Xk 3. MOON BLAST 0 AMD 168:2. 
Myrtfc straad 33-0 3. Qha»wr 611 far. 4 
ran. 4.6. (Lady Herriea. Utflehemptori). Totae 
£310. DF: £15.70. CSF: £22.72. 

030: 3. S4FEY ANA (W Ryan) 61; Z 
Czanro U-l; S. Carty* Quest 14-1. 15 ran. 
4-1 tor K cm Saga. Me, rk. (B Hanbury. Near- 
marked. Took S3JOO: OjBD. £440. ££AO. 
OF: £2&ea CSF: £54.77. Trtcasc £68503, 
Trio: £366.00 loan won). 

500: X. SHARP PBUa. 61; Z 

Mbter RaWar 61; Z JuaHatanca 7-2 ]i to, 
8 ran. 7-2 g toSonetoei BW. llfc. fa U *Nte. 
wtndowr). Totr &30;£1£0. £090. £130; 
DF £5110. CSF £3737. Triewt £13243. 
Ptoeapot £23030. QuMpot: £2610. 
Matt fi: £31958. PMMS:£46L75. 

TDWCESTER 

Z20:Z Wl/nCAUSMSLU ftma) 12-1; 
Z Our BkSa 20-1; 3. PauttOQ 3-1. 33 ren. 

&ssffgmtitvarai 

£10&30. CSR £216.84. Ittoc £19CLB0 (pan 
won). 

2J5& 1. VWK) IS EQUQUME (W A Btzgar- 
aU 4-11 tav; Z VOUagibaB 161; Z Drerye 
hy pto 663. 9 ran. 8, 13. (N Hender- 

£ u a, £ 2 . 60 . £10 ja Oft 
£1020. CSF: £094. Tna £153.10. 

Z20cZSHAI»COmAmaCAiftju)61; 

Z Nioc^ 3-lto: Z 6eu de ftenoe 33-L 
13 no. 10, 30. P Bedes). IUk £5.70; £240. 
£3-30, £1350. DF £750 CSF: £1741.76 
cast £40354. Tnrc £27550. 

_ 350: L SUPPOSW (fbehM Quest) ID-l: 
k Off 7-2; Z toy to 6-1. 30 ran. 

to Ptaaiwrfa Path. B, < fcta S SmBbt. 

Tbto: £14.70: £350. £35a £340. DF 
£34.60. CSF £4751. Tncasb £22357. Ttt: 
£20250. 

_ 450: L HR SMAfiBLE (R lohnsoN 62 eo 
tav; 2. Cracking Frost 12 -1: 3. Monks Jay 
ll-Z 31 ra*. 62 eo torlhe Carrot Men Wh). 
NacML a a esanon Eerita. !»•: £5 jO0c £250. 
am £2.80. DF: £5140, CSF: £54 J6. T6 
case £28458. Tnoe £87.10. 

450:1. ANTIGUAN HJfHC (A P McCoy) 3-1 
to! ZStev* Port 7-2: Z tottD 7-1. 30 
ran. 7, 20. (G PtoaomoO. ToHc £450: £2m 
£350, £150. OF £75(1 CSF: £13. To- 
cast £83.63. 7nix £2450. 

Ptaoepot £23150. Quadpot £S650. 
Pleee F £8852. Place 5 £1855- 




RACING SERVICES 

0891 261 
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England axe will do James good says Hoddle 


me 


hest 


* f# a 


nd’s 


rj 


GLENN MOORE 


football Correspondent 



j It may be, to quote a 
( former incumbent, 
1 “the impossible job", 

but an England coach 

does have some advantages 
over his dub counterparts. 

One of those is the luxury of 
choice and Glenn Hoddle ex- 
ercised it yesterday. He acted 
where Roy Evans must delay 
and dropped David James. 
While the Liveipool manager 
has only two novice alternatives 
to his hapless goalkeeper, Hod- 
dle was aWe to pick four capped 
No Is in the squad to face Geor- 
gia in the home World Cup 
qualifier tomorrow week. 


Evans bad asked Hoddle to 
keep faith with his goalkeeper 
to prevent his confidence from 
slipping even further, but Hod- 
dle thought a rest from in- 
ternational duty would do 
James good. 

"It was a tough decision but 
as other goalkeepers are now 
ahead of David on form it 
would be difficult to justify 
keeping him in," Hoddle said. 
“I watched him on Saturday and 
he made a few mistakes as he 
has been doing recently. I spoke 
to him afterwards and he can 
come back. All goalkeepers go 
through these spells. 

There is concern that James 
needs every encouragement in 
case his collapse proves as ter- 
minal as Mervyn Day's many 


years ago, but Hoddle feels 
sure his form and confidence are 
not irrecoverable. 

“Taking him out of the Eng- 
land set-up might be the right 
thing to do" he insisted. “It is 
completely different to the Paul 
Gascoigne situation [when he 
was kept in the squad], this is 
purely a football matter " 

Hoddle revealed that Ray 
Clemence, England’s goal- 
keeping coach, iSs already vis- 
ited James at Melwood, 
Liverpool’s training ground, to 
conduct a goalkeeping clini c* 
with him. Further visits are 
possible and Clemence is in 
touch with Joe Corrigan, his far- 
mer England rival and now 
Liverpool's goalkeeping coach. 

Since Georgia hardly tested 


Enj^fftdsquad 

-World Cup Group Tfo qutOfo vGecrgfa. l 

Steatoam'(AtseBafl r ; W!B^ FtowimtC 

Adams {Arsenal), Kama '(AisenalVF 


heSffottsnhamJ.tjB! — ' 


ra {BtabMwqk-fllla 
rtMaKtasnrUti). 


(Manchester tJtrfl, fcicetffaemaztaratd). {NfWcadJel, 
tie? McManmwm ffiverpool), Mqmpo aJwrpooO/Btftt “ * 

(UmpooII, Wtfgit {AaensO.. ■ 
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Middlesbrough need 


to break bad habit 


GUY HODGSON 



You could almost 
feel sony for Mid- 
dlesbrough that no 
one feels soiry for 
them. A Premiership 
dub who buy big 
(£26m) cannot expect much 
sympathy, but nothing is going 
right for them. Even the iden- 
tity of their opponents is con- 
spiring against them. 

In last week’s Coca-Cola Cup 
final, Leicester were portrayed 
as underdogs, an identity that 
did not sit entirely comfortably 
as they are above Boro in the 


Premiership table, but for 
tonight's FA Cup semi-final re- 
play at Hillsborough there is no 
getting away from the fact: most 
of the nation is wishing for 
their demise. Britain is backing 
Second Division CbesterfiekL 
"the entire country seems to 
have taken us to their hearts,” 
John Duncan, the Chesterfield 
manager, said. "We played at 
Brentford last week and we got 
cheered onto the pitch and off 
the pitch and during the match. 

“it was fantastic that they felt 
associated with our perfor- 
mance and that neutral people 
were enthralled by us.” 

Which is hard on Middles- 


History beckons 
for Chesterfield 


Chesterfield could tonight be- 
come the first team from the 
third tier of the League to reach 
for the FA Cup final, 60 years af- 
ter the first team from the same 
level made it to a semi-fin aL 
Since the Third Division was 
created in 1920 (it was extend- 
ed into North and South sections 
in 1921, and became the Third 
and Fourth Divisions in 1958) 
only six other teams from that 
level have reached a semi-fin aL 
In 1937, Miliwall then in the 
Third Division (South), were 
the first, beating three First Di- 
vision teams - Chelsea, Derby 
County and the 1937 champ- 
ions, Manchester City. Mill- 
waJJ, who finished eighth in 
their division that season, finally 
had their cup run ended at the 
penultimate hurdle, losing 2-1 
to giants of the era, Sunderiand. 

In 1954, Port Vale took the 
Third Division (South) title 
and conceded only five goals at 
home (and 21 in all) along the 


Nick Harris looks at 
the Cup runs of six 
semi-finalists from 
the League's third tier 


In 1959, it took another semi- 


final replay to dispatch the next 
lird Divisit 


way. In the FA Cup, they pro- 
d-final against 


grossed to a serni- 
the First Division's runners- 
up, West Bromwich Albion, 
beating other top-fiight clubs, 
Cardiff City and Blackpool, on 
the way. In the semi-final Port 
Vale lost 2-1, and, ironically, the 
penalty with which West Brora 
beat them was scored by a for- 
mer Vale player, Ronnie Allen. 

A season later. Yack City con- 
tested Third Division's third 
(and fourth) semi-finals when 
they met Newcastle United, of 
the Fust, and took them to a re- 
play before succumbing to de- 
feat. Along the way, York, who 
finished fourth in their division 
that season, beat Blackpool 
land Stanley Matthews) and 
Tottenham. They held the even- 
tual cup winners. Newcastle, to 
a 1-1 draw at Hillsborough in 
the semi-final before losing 2-1 
in a replay at Roker Parle 


Third Division FA Cup gloiy- 
seekezs, Norwich-City. They 
were 2,000^1 forthe cup at the 
start of their campaign, and pro- 
duced major shocks on their way 
to meeting Newcastle. In ar- 
guably the greatest giant-killing 
campaign by a Third Division 
Three, they beat Manchester 
United and Tottenham of the 
First Division (3-0 and 1-0, re- 
spectively) along the way. After 
holding Luton to a 1-1 draw at 
White Hart Lane, they lost 1-0 
in the replay at Birmingham 
City’s ground, St Andrew’s. 

In 1976, Crystal Palace, who 
finished the season third in the 
Third Division and were pro- 
moted, met Second Division 
semi-final opposition in the form 
of Southampton. Palace beat 
Leeds and Chelsea on their way 
to last four, and their campaign 
is best remembered for the sight 
of Malcolm Allison with a fedora 
on his head and champagne in 
his hand even in defeat. In a sea- 
son for giant-killing, Southamp- 
ton went on to beat Manchester 
United 1-0 in the final. 

The last time a team from the 
Third contested a semi-final 
was in 1984. On that occasion, 
20,000 supporters travelled 
from Devon to Birmingham, 
only to see their team, Ply- 
mouth, lose 1-0 to Watford at 
Villa Park. Earlier in the com- 
petition, Plymouth had only 
progressed to the third round af- 
ter beating non-League Bark- 
ing 2-1. In an otherwise poor 
season, Argyle finished sixth 
from bottom of their division. 


Third Division FA Cup seml-finallsts 

1937 


1954 


1955 


3959 


1975 


3984 


Millwan lost 2-1 to Sunderiand 
final: Sunderiand beat Preston North End 3-1 
Port Vale lost 2-1 to West Bromwich Albion 
Final: West Brom beat Preston North End 3-2 
Tfafk City lost 2-0 In replay to Newcastle United 
Final: Newcastle beat Manchester City 3-1 
. Norwich City lost 1-0 In replay to Luton Town 
Final: Nottingham Forest beat Luton 2-l_ 
Crystal Palace lost 2-0 to Southampton 
Final: Southampton beat Manchester Utd 1-0 
Plymouth Argyle lost 1-0 to Watford 
■ .Final:' Everton beat Watford 2-0 


brough, as their season of 
promise is collapsing round their 
ears. Six days ago, Bryan Rob- 
son's team were dose enough to 
touch two cups and survival in 
the Premiership. Now, the Coca- 
Cola Cup is being toasted in 
Leicester, and on Saturday then 
fears of relegation deepened as 
Sunderland secured a first win 
on Tcesade m 35 years. The iden- 
tity of the only scorer was almost 
too cruel -Darren Williams, a 
former Boro trainee. 

The problems do not end 
there by the Riverside. Alan 
Moore, the Republic of Ireland 
winger, is out of tonight's replay 
with a twisted ankle, sustained 
in a first-half challenge with 
Sunderland's Allan Johnston, 
while there are further doubts 
over the fitness of Gianluca Fes- 
ta, Curtis Fleming and the goal- 
keeper, Mark Schwaizer. 

Add the muscle-constricting 
tension of being the victims of 
the mother of all shocks should 
Chesterfield prevail, and Boro's 
state can be property quantified. 
Under normal circumstances, 
J unmho, Fabrizio RavaneUi and 
Co would expect to deal with a 
Second Division side comfort- 
ably, but no one could describe 
what is happening on Teesside 
as normal. 

Certainly not Robson, who 
hopes the prizes will lift his team 
rather than fear suppress iL "We 
have a really important run-in 
with a lot to play for," he said. 
“The lads will pick themselves 
up and there is the added bonus 
that we can still get to another 
Wembley cup final. At least 
Chesterfield will be going into 
the game with the same prepa- 
ration as us. Sunderland had a 
six-day rest before [playing us] 
and look what we went through. 

“We have to get into the 
winning habit quickly. If you are 
in winning mode, players enjoy 
their football, and we have got 
to get back into the winning 
mode. We are getting the 
chances but we are not putting 
them away at the moment, so we 
are always going to put ourselves 
under pressure because of that.” 

Their captain, Nigel Pearson, 
believes a desire to prove their 
critics wrong coukl help Boro out 
of their present difficulties. 
“There is still time for us to get 
ft right, then we will be able to 
stick our fingers up at people 
who have had a go at us,” he said. 

Yet Middlesbrough would 
be ill-advised to assume that 
Chesterfield will be any easier 
to overcome at the second time 
of asking. Duncan has rested 
nine of the players who started 
the initial match at Old Trafford 
10 days ago and remains confi- 
dent that his team can become 
the first from outside the top 
two divisions to reach the final. 

“I think it’s a reasonable as- 
sumption that underdogs only 
get one crack at it and a lot of 
people think our chance has 
gone now.” he said. “But wc’rc 
aiming not to be like the rest. 
We’ve done a lot of things over 
the last few years that a lot of 
people didn’t think possible - 
not just the cup run." 

Duncan will give a fitness test 
to his goalkeeper, Billy Mercer, 
who came offal half-tune against 
MillwaH on Saturday with a 
thigh injujy and was unable lo 
train yesterday. Paul Holland, a 
midfielder, is also an injury wor- 


ry but Sean Dyche, who missed 
Saturday's 


r's match with a heavy 
cold, is expected to be fit. 


England while being well beat- 
en m Tbilisi, and David Seaman 
is back from injury, James’ ab- 
sence is more important to the 
player than En gl and. More rel- 
evant for Hoddle is the presence 
of AJan Shearer. 

Assuming neither are injured 
before next Wednesday, Hod- 
dle will be able to pair Shearer 
and Teddy Sheringham - Terry 
Venables' cutting edge - to- 


gether for the first time in his 
six-match ' reign. Shearer and 
Seaman are pan. of a near-tonri 
full of returning injury victims. 
Also recovered are Ian Wfclkerv 
Gary Neville, Sol Campbell, 
Tbny Adams, Gary PaEister, 
David Beckham and Les Fer- 
dinand. ... [ 

Graeme Le Saux basbectue- 
ra ine rt, al though his public dis- 
content at Blackburn means he 


is unlikely to play dub football 
for the rest of the season. “At 
. least he will not get injured; I 
wish a few more would fall out 
witfr their dab,” Hoddle said.’ 
With all - but -the Newcastle 
quartet in action this. week, he 
was not entirely joking. 

Even with the inevitable with- 
drawals, England should easi- 

- ly overcome' Georgia. Since 

- losing 2r0 at home to England 
in November, the East Euro- 
peans have changed managers 
without any ^discernible im- 
provement ... 

To make way for the re- 
turnees, eight playe rs who were 
either chosen or called -up for 
fast mobth’s wn over Mexico 
■ have beett omitted. • ■■ 
Among them are Matt Le 


Ussier, who even Hoddle ac- 
cepts is' injured this time; uo- 
mmic Matteo, fit for a change 
but no longer in the Liverpool 
side, and Nick Bannby, whose 


toss of form has finally been no- 
ticed. The perpefuafly injured 


Darren Anderton is also out, 
while David May, Stan Colly- 
more and Lee Bowycr, late 


to rely on injuries to figure- ( 

Gascoigne, after four days 
training and 20 minutes of nrst- 
team action, was judged to be 
not yet ready to return, but 
Hoddle made it dear he would 
be back for the .trip to Poland 
m late May. 

Another HaHa V0 veteran 
may not be so lucky. Despite a 
return to fitness and goalscor- 


ing form, David Platt -a agnm 
left out and his England career 
would appear to be over at the 

view and. although Hoddle as- 
serts thar “the door rerams 
open” he has yet to play the for- 

mer England captain. 

If Platt does not return, hs 
gradual- unremarked exit from 
£e international stage tosand- 
ement of sadness. While he has 
not been eveiyone s favourite, 
his goalscoring record - 27 
g 0 aifm62appeara^-^ 
markable for a midfielder m 
the last-minute volley against 
Belgi um in Bologna will long be 
remembered. His last act as an 
England player was to score in 
the penalty shoot-out against- 
Germauy in Euro 96. 
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David Webb: Worn down by the constant barrage of criticism that is a distivbhig feature of the modem game 
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Webb wilts under burden of abuse 
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D avid Webb recently ap- 
peared on Richard Lit- 
tlejohn's television show 
Do I Not Like That. The Brent- 
ford manager gave an assured 
performance and received a 
thank you letter from the host, 
but he won’t be going back. 
Once a distinguished member 
of football's clattering classes, 
he is less at ease among the 
chattering variety. 

“I’d never seen the pro- 
gramme," he explains. “I didn’t 
dislike it, but I wouldn't have 
gone on it if I’d realised, be- 
cause it was a programme 
where it was pulling people to 
pieces. There was a guy who 
tried to slaughter Ruud GulliL 
1 wanted to laugh. It makes 
television, but it doesn't make 
life better. And that's why it’s 


very difficult to enj'oy.’ 
The “it” ' 


is football, an in- 
creasing burden for Wfebb. The 
temptation is to portray the 
buccaneering hero of Chelsea’s 
1970 FA Cup triumph as a 
cheerful cockney. Right now he 
is about as lighthearted as Bri- 
an Mawhinney. 

In his fourth season with the 
chib, Webb has kept them in 
the Second Division's top three 
for seven months now, but a 
foiled spring, including Satur- 
day’s home defeat by Crewe, 
has increased the prospect of 
the dreaded play-offs and left 
Webb in maudlin mode. 

His answer to the first ques- 
tion - what does he enjoy 
about being a football manag- 
er - set the tone. “I've got to : 
say I don’t enjoy it. Not any 
more," he says. 

Five weeks ago he offered his 
resignation after being upset by 
the abuse he received from the 
Brentford fans watching their 


team lose at Preston. The dub 
had been leading the division 
for three months. Webb now 
accepts there was an element 
of psychology in his actions - 
trying to deflect criticism from 
lie players -but there was gen- 
uine emotion aswelL 

Emotion, too, at the “unbe- 
lievable” response which 
helped persuade him to stay. 

Fans Lbese days have changed 
the lot of the manager, he 
thinks. Fuelled by Premiership 
aspirations and with more out- 
lets for their views, there is a 
constant barrage of criticism. 
“The thing is with David Mel- 
k>r, and the fellah Baker, and 
now the Littlejohn thing, they’re 
all all right but most people who 
are reasonable don't bekher to 
phone those programmes. So 
what you’ve actually got is an en- 
couragement to those with a 
grievance." 

Webb has always received 
letters from Livid, of west Lon- 
don. but they upset him more 
now. “1 find, they hurt I get up 
sometimes and I think. ‘Why 
am 1 doing Lhis?’ Tye got aler- 
ter here,” he says, pointing to 
his kitbag, “a girl wrote to me 
slagging me off about some- 
thing 1 did the other night, chal- 
lenging what Fm doing as a 
manager." 

The Incident saw Wet* race 
to the touchline and shout at 
Marcus Gayle (“It was my own 
psychological way of winding 
him up"). Gayle had apologised 
to bis manage r that morning, 
and the two were the last off the 
training pitch, having spent an 
extra half hour practising cross- 
es, but Webb sighs: “I can't tell 
people about that” 

Sitting in the manager's 
dressing-room at Brentford’s 


Matt Tench 

on the Brentford 
manager stung 
by fans' venom 


he has no alternative. Famously 


entreprenurial, he is graduat- 
ing from being the game's 


training ground just opposite 
Kemp ton Racecourse, the 
craggy features, with the fa- 
mous Desperate Dan chin, 
have a careworn look. But, hav- 
ing turned 51 at the beginning 
of the month, be could roll pass 
for 10 years younger. Webb 
needs a shower and has an ap- 
pointment with his ch a irma n , 
but shows no signs of being in 
a hurry. 


‘Sometimes I 
get up and I 
think: ‘Why am 
doing this?' 


His disaffection is not with 
football, just football manage- 
ment. “I like watching football, 
but being a manager has tak- 
en the soda] side out ofit” He 
has berm to only a couple of so- 
da! games this season but one 
of those - 10 days ago at 
Southend - only made it worse, 
“I heard the abuse that some- 
one was hurling at Ronnie 
Whelan, and I thought *what 
makes us want to do if?” 
Which makes you wonder 


Arthur Daley to its F W Wool- 
worth. *T deal in anything,” he 
says, and he's about to take on 
8,000 square feet of ware- 
housing and retailing space in 
BenfleeL. Essex. 

What’s more, the career 
structure for managers in the 
lower divisions seems to be 
crumbling. Webb was in charge 
at Chelsea for three months, 
keeping them in the Premier- 
ship, and turned down 
Southampton soon after join- 
ing Brentford. But he realises 
that in football's changed world 
there might not be another 
chance to operate at the high- 
est level 

“1 look at things like Everton. 
And I look at the fellah who's 
done so well at Stockport 
[David Jones]. He was an old 
Evertonian, you’d think it would 
be the first port of call But you 
just wonder now, what deter- 
mines who is a good manager?" 

A couple of years ago a 
chairman asked Webb for ad- 
vice about who to appoint as his 
manager. “This was at a time 
when Jim Smith was out of 
work. I said ‘go and get him, 
Jim Smith, he knows his way 


around 7 . He said ‘My people 
have told me he might be too 


old’. So they got a young bloke 


and they got relegated.” 

Yet for all his weariness 


fered bis resignation more 
times than your average min- 
ister would consider prudent, 
(once, successfully, at South- 
end; twice, unsuccessfully, at 
Brentford) it is not as though 


Webb is not cynical, and the 
feeling remains that he will see 
out a contract that takes him 
to May 1998. For one thing he 
still has sympathy for the play- 
ers. He recalls with a chuckle 
that, when he joined Chelsea 


accept a drop in wages from 
£85 to £65 a week because it A- 
was a step up. That would not y 
happen now, even at Brentford, 
where only one of his squad has 
been happy to sign up to the 
year 2000. 

Players have not changed 
much, though. “Not really. 1 
just think everybody's grown up 
differently. I could have an old 
Jag in that day. and I was seen 
to be doing all right. You get a 
geezer now, who’s on the dole, 
and he's got an old Jag.” 

Mind you, an appearance in 
the play-offs will surely test him. 
Webb loathes them,' which is 
not exactly the Bees line, as - 
they were pioneered by his 
chairman, Martin Lange. 

“All they do is create disap- ... 
pointment,” Webb says, and hl^ll 
is equally unhappy that, with 
many more important games at 
the end of the season, the op- 
portunities to blood young- 
sters are drastically reduced. 

“Tbaditionally this was a time 
when you said: Tve got four 
good young kids, let’s give 
them a game’. I started like thaL 
I played in a game with Cotin 
Bell when he was at Bury, in an- 
other at Preston when they 
had Howard Kendall." 

Webb’s experience in the 
play-offs two years at Brentford 
was a bad one, eliminated by 
a penalty shoot-out when fin- 
ishing second did not bring au- 
tomatic promotion because of 
league restructuring. “You 
[hink. I’ve just taken all this 
lovely medicine all year to get 
yourself better and at the last 
mmute/’ he clicks his fingers, 

inS’SiS Wa >- you’re still 
ul Webb looks up, the mem- 




from. Southampton nearly 30 ory a painful one. -That iswhv 
years ago, he was prepared to you can't enjoy it." 


Compensation threat to Robson’s move Parkes springs to Sutton’s defence 
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Bobby Robson will have to sort 
out a salary dispute with Bar- 
oeloua aver £850,000 he believes 
is owed to him -before he joins 
Everton as their new manager. 

The former England man- 
ager^ was officially appproached 
by the Goodison Pane chairman, 
refer Johnson, with the offer to 
become Joe Rojie's successor 
at the Merseyside dub during 
weekend tails in Spain. 

However Robson will not 


leave the Catalan club until he 
is fully compensated for the 14 
mouths left on his contract as 
their coach. He is angry that 
Barcelona have lined up the 
Ajax coach, Louis van Goal for 
next season. 

Although Barcelona have 
said they want Robson to stay 
in some capadty . he wfi take !&■ 
gal action against them for the 
equivalent of constructive dis- 


missal if he is not paid up, and 
2forehe 


wants that row settled bef 
leaves for England. 
Nottingham Forest's general 


manager. Dave Bassett, has hit 
back at critics blaming him for 
the dub’s plight at the foot of 
the Premiership. Forest’s for- 
tunes have dipped in the last few 
weeks, with only eight points 
gained from eight games. 

“People might ny and say that 
our results have dipped since I 
came here and link it to me, but 
I wasn’t around when Forest 
won only one of their first 15 
games this season," Bassea said. 
“The team has not won enough 


jm day one.” 


Danny Bergara has been 
sacked as the manager of Roth- 
erham United after just eight 
months in charge. He was ap- 
pointed last September, fol- 
lowing the sacking of the joint 
managers, Archie GemmiH and 
John McGovern, but has been 
unable to stop the South York- 
shire dub from slipping into the 
Third Division. 

Shrewsbury Tbwn’s 19-goal 
top scorer, lan Stevens, will join 
Carlisle United at the aid of the 
season, after the dubs agreed 
a £100,000 deal 


Blackburn Rovers' caretaker 
manager, Tbny Parkes, insisted 
yesterday that his dub should 
not be taking flak for the man- 
ner of their late equaliser at Ar- 
senal on Saturday, writes Alan 
Nixon. 

The Gunners were leading 
1-0 when Patrick Vieira locked 
the ball into touch in injury-time 
following, an apparent injure to 
Stephen Hughes. It is one of the 
game’s unwritten rules that 
possession is immediately re- 
turned to the side who held it 
before play was stopped, but the 


Blackburn striker, Chris Sutton, 
forced a comer from which 
Gany Flitcroft equalised. 

Parkes’ first reaction was not 
to support this perceived lack of 
sportsmanship, but yesterday he 
was keen to defend his men. He 
said: “It’s quite wrong that all 
the blame should be laid at our 
door, for the situation revolv- 
ing around throw-ins has gone 
fiu circle. Now there is defi- 
nitely an element of time-wast- 
ing creeping in. The Arsenal 
player didn’t have a serious in- 
jury, he had cramp. 


“We threw the ball back to 
them , and Nigel WInterbum 
had the chance to either control 
it or roll it back to his goal- 
keeper, He let the ball run 
away and Chris saw there was 
an opportunity lo save some- 
thing for us. 

“The seconds were ticking 
away and players sometimes 
take things into their own 
hands. I concede that, if he 


Atkinson is a contender 
o fake over from Lou Macari 
as the manager of Stoke City. 
Atkinson is poised to leave his 

at Ccwentn 
City a the end of the season.* 

r rJ° kc ‘chairman, Peter 

cnn * ul * hfc! ^arU. 
out he 's ^own to favour Ox- 
grd Umicds Denis Smith, a 
fonner Stoke defender. 


o — “vivuucr. 

hadn’t done it, we probably gani^S “ vis j Wr 10 Stoke k 

equafc h 


wutuon I nave got me equalis- 
es but, when the ball went in, I 
was glad he’d done it," 
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The best solution for Wales - this is in Wales’ interest, not 


England’s - is that there should be an Anglo-Welsh league 


How is it," I have often asked 
friends who live in Whies, “that our 
international team is so weak com- 
pared with England and France, 
when Welsh club rugby is so 
strong?" 

‘'When exactly," they tend to re- 
ply, "did you last see a club match 

in your native land?" 

It is almost always, depending on 
the time of year, either the Swalec 
Cup final at Cardiff, or the touring 
team's match against Swansea. 

"Ah, that explains it then," they 
say. "You are clearly suffering from 
the Rugby Special Effect." 

So I am. And so are numerous 
other followers of the game. It is a 
tribute to the programme's editors 
that, by skilful selection, they make 


a match seem more exciting then it 
really was. It is also a tribute to them 
that Welsh viewers living in England 
cannot complain of being short- 
changed. 

Six days ago, however, 1 did man- 
age to see a Welsh club match, 
Llanelli v Bridgend at Stradey Park. 
The facilities are much improved. In 
place of mud and corrugated iron, 
there is concrete and plastic. The 
crowd is as friendly and knowl- 
edgeable as ever - even if a few did 
not seem to realise that liftings now 
permitted in the lineout 

The game, which Llanelli won, 
was played at a tremendous pace. 
There was none of that tactical, stow- 
ing-down, controlled by the half- 
backs. which was such a feature of 


Welsh chib rugby before the advent 
of professionalism. 

lb point that out is no criticism 
of the young Llanelli outside-balf, 
Craig Warlow, who looked a future 
international. If Cardiff’s Lee Jarvis 
is as good as everyone says he is, 
Wales will shortly yet again have a 
luxury of choice m that position. 

And yet, though Llanelli demon- 
strated their traditional virtues - 
speed, inventiveness, quickness of 
wit - they also showed their tradi- 
tional weakness, a lad: of power in 
the pack. Though seasoned per- 
formers, mostly internationals, were 
on display - Hugh WOIiams-Jones, 
Robin McBryde, Mike Voyle and 
Iwan James - I do not think they 
could have lived with Bath, Harle- 



ALAN WATKINS 


quins or Leicester. They might have 
equalled Wasps in the pack, but I 
would still take Wasps to win. 

1 do not think they could suc- 
cessfully take on Richmond; not, at 
any rate in the forwards. Scott and 
Craig QuinneU (both former 


Llanelli players), Ben Darke, Steve 
Anderton and Brian Moore, to 
name but a few, would between 
them cany greater firepower. - 

My readers in wust Wales may fay 
that I have been watching too much 
of Richmond and too little of 
lianeQi. So. perhaps, I have. But the 
only way to settle these questions is 
to put them to the test. 

Until the formation of the 
Courage and Heineken leagues in 
England and Wales, this particular 
question was regularly put. Or, 
rather, Llanelli and Richmond 
maintained a regular fixture until, 
20-odd years ago, Richmond can- 
celled it following the “raking" of 
Chris Ralston by a Llanelli forward 
(who in fact happened to be an Eng- 


lishman). But Llanelli continued to 
play other Englfti sides such as Har- 
lequins and Wasps, while the other 
leading dubs maintained simil ar 
AAnglo-Welsh fixture lists. 

There is now talk of improving 
standards in Whies through the for- 
mation of an eight-chib top league. 
There is talk of doing the same in 
England. Skufficantiy, however, the 
balance of the argument in England 
has slightly shifted. It is not so much 
that standards will be raised 

« incidentally they will be) as 

e will be less overcrowmng 

at the end of the season and fewer 
tired players. Wiles’ former strength 
was that the top dubs played each 
other as often as four times a sea- 
son and that they played the Eng- 


lish dubs as well, even if less fre- 
quently. 

The best solution for Wales - this 
is in Wales’ interest, not England's 
— is that there should be an Anglo- 
’ Welsh league consisting, to begin 
with, of Bath, Cardiff, Harlequins, 
Leicester, Uanefii, Pontypridd, 
Swansea and W&sps. 

I do not see any reason, howev- 
er, why either country should be 
g naranW rf a permanent equality of 
representation. If Newcastle, Rich- 
mond and Sale replaced Llanelli, 
Pon ty pridd and Swansea, . leaving 
Cardiff as the. sole representative, 
my native land would have to grin 
and bear ii. Welsh rugby would sim- 
ply have to improve. That, after all, 
is the whole purpose of the exercise. 


Umpires in the 


dark over light 


Cricket 

DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Edgbaston 
England A 453-4 dec and 
173-8 dec; The Rest 350-6 
dec and 9-0 
Match drawn 


One of the perennial criticisms 
of English cricket is that it is too 
soft It is a view LhaL would have 
been impossible not to uphold 
yesterday, when a potentially ex- 
citing finis h to the Tetley Shield 
was abandoned as a draw. As the 
Rest set off on their mission to 
chase the 277 set them by Eng- 
land A in a minimum of52oveis, 
Mtp match was undermined by fhe 
■umpires' decision to suspend 
play for over two hours, due to 


- a combination of bad tight and a 
gravity-defying light drizzle that 
barely reached ground leveL 
• Give him a moment and 
. Dickie Bird wiD tell you that most 
of his umpiring career has been 
blighted fay having to make un- 
popular decisions. On this oc- 
casion neither he nor his partner 
Roy Palmer had received their 
new light meters from the Eng- 
land Cricket Board. Judging the 
light was therefore totally sub- 
jective, but both felt it had to be 
offered to the batsmen. 

Cricket’s susceptibility to 
changes in the weather is what 
spectators and marketing men 
fold most frustrating, and prob* 
ably why, along with its long 
bouis, it will never enjoy the pop- 
ularity currently enjoyed by foot- 
ball. Proof that the rainfall was 


Azharuddin passes 
Test milestone 


TONY COZIER 


reports from Georgetown, 
Guyana 

India 301 for 5 v West Indies ; . 


Eddie Nlcholls did not spot the 
infringement. 

Azharuddin has been one of 
the game's most eye-catching 


Mohammed Azharuddin 


reer, baton this fooThe-fras ap- 
peared not to have his heart in 


passed one notable personal 
landmark but fell well short of 


it. He was replaced as captain 
by Sachin Tendulkar last Octo- 


landmark but fell well short of 
another as the rain-ruined fifth 
and final Test meandered to- 
wards its inconclusive end on 
the last day yesterday. India, 241 
for 4 at the’ start of play, were 
-^21 for 6 with half an hour of 
.he afternoon session gone. 

When he reached 20 Azha- 
ruddin became the sixth Indi- 
an batsman to pass 5,000 runs 
in Test cricket. Now in his 13th 
year in the Indian team, the styl- 
ish 34-year-old right-hander 
from Hyderabad has had a 
meagre series and was passing 
20 for the first time in five in- 


nings. 

On an accommodating pitch 
and against steady howling, but 
understandably lacking moti- 
vation, he would have set his 
sights on another milestone, a 
hundred against the West Indies 
that has eluded him in 14 pre- 
vious Tests. He was 5 1 when he 
touched a catch to the wieket- 
( eper. Courtney Browne, off 
"Franklyn Rose. 

Azharuddin might have been 
displeased with the television re- 
play that showed Rose's front 
foot clearly over the relevant 
crease on delivery, but umpire 


by Sachin Tendulkar last Octo- 
ber after serving in the post for 
five years and, with the pressure 
off. responded with three mag- 
nificent centuries in the home 
and away Tests against South 
Africa that preceded this series. 
He has 17 lest hundreds in his 
S3 Tests, spread around against 
all opponents except the West 
Indies and Zimbabwe. 

His was the only wicket 
gained by the West Indies on a 
bright, breezy, sunny morning 
but they secured another im- 
mediately after lunch when the 
captain Courtney Walsh, not a 
practising first slip, nonchalant- 
ly snared a left-handed catch to 
dismiss Anil Rumble off Carl 
Hooper's drifting off-spinner. 


Final <My fluneft): intfca won rasa 
INDM - Fnt lm*«s 
lOwfinght 34t tar 4i) 

W ASwuOdnc Broune b Rose — 31 

IN R Mongo not out — 13 

A Kumte rat om 14 

Ejrtra* ibJ. it» 5, »» 2. nfi 13) ... 

Total (for 5) — 301 

Fafl of wfcfcat* 5-280. 

To tab 5 Jrtii. D Ganesh. A KuiuviA B K V 
Prasad. 

Bowftnt; Ambrose 3-14 36-0; Bebop 38- 
50-2; Rose 30.4-G-K5-2: VMM 28.2 9S2 L 
Hooper 7-2-16-0: Ciundorpad 23-7-42-0. 
WEST MMES: & L Compbe*. 5 C VWtams. S 
Crundepai. B C Lara. C Hooper. R I C Hold- 
er. ‘CO Browne. I R Bctrop. CEL Ambrose. F 
A Pose. *C A Walsh. 

UnptaM: G Slurp iEng> and E Hex*; mm. 


insignificant came once the 
matdi had been called off and the 
groundsman immediately rolled 
out an enormous yeDow hose and 
started to water the square. 

In cricket there are simply no 
guarantees, but when the um- 
pires unnecessarily re-inforce 
that by being overly pedantic, it 
does the game's image as a sport 
for softies no good at all. If this 
was an end-of-season game be- 
tween the top two counties, it 
is doubtful whether a minute's 
play would have been lost 

Far mure gratifying for the few 
hardy souls who did turn up was 
the determined way m which Ben 
Hollioake went about upstaging 
his elder and more established 
brother. Adam. Sibling rivalries 
can be intense, but Hollioake the 
younger did not let the situation 
province him and his prompt re- 
moval of big brother showed a 
cool-headed talent at work. 

Fora 19-year-old, Hollioake 
junior is an exciting prospect On 
the evidence of his contributions 
here - a rapid unbeaten 46 and 
a deserving 3 for 22 in the sec-' 
ond innings - Hollioake senior, 
for all his impressive leadership 
and all-round ability on the 
England A tour in Australia, 
may stniggte^head the in-. 

season ^^iiridoobledly bring. 

Tbe cricketing genes are strong 
and the pair's father played Shield 
cricket for Victoria. Both broth- 
ers were bora in Melbourne, but, 
for the record, Adam has always 
maintained that Ben is the more 
naturally taleoted. 

U alike his elder brother, 
who went to school at St 
George's Weybridge, Ben was 
educated at Millfield School, a 
haven for the sportingly tal- 
ented. 

Although he had a fine tour 
of Pakistan with the England 
Under 19 team, this was omy his 
fourth firs L-c lass match and 
there is exciting scope for fur- 
ther improvement. He is right- 
handed, but if he can make 
more use of a lazy left arm when 
he bowls he wifi gain m both 
pace and awkwardness. 

He dismissed his brother, who 
gloved a lifter to the keeper, and 
Mark Ealham. who was caught 
in the gully driving at an 
oulswinger, and had enough 
pace to force Anthony McGrath 
to play back on to his stumps 
what the batsnan was going weH 

It is 3n ability much sought af- 
ter but rarely possessed by one 
so young and Surrey will be cul- 
pable of bringing tbe game into 
disrepute if they leave him in the 
second team this season. 



Popplewell to 

face charge 


Rugby Union 

K1ERAN DALEY 


Nick Popplewell, the Ireland 
and Newcastle prop, has been 
ordered to appear before a 
Rugby Football Union nation- 
al disciplinary panel for bring- 
ing the game into disrepute by 
punching Bedford’s Scott Mur- 
ray two weeks ago. 

Newcastle’s rugby director, 
Rob Andrew, fined his old Li- 
ons colleague a week's wages - 
believed to be £1,000 - repri- 
manded him and warned the 
player as to his future conduct 
However, having studied the ev- 
idence at length, Roy Manock, 
the chairman of the RFU dis- 


panel was formed. If popplewell 
had been sent off for punching, 
he would have received a min- 
imum ban of one month. If 
found guilty next week, that is 
the likely suspension. 


Bristol are likely to reject an 
offer from Bath for Mark Re- 


cto linai y commission, has de- 
cided that PoppleweD’s act may 


tided that PoppleweD’s act may 
merit further penalty. 

Bedford were extremely un- 
happy at Newcastle treatment 
of the prop. “Popplewefl's pun- 
ishment hardly fits the crime - 
especially as the punch could 
have endangered not only a 
young man’s eyesight but also 
his whole future in the game," 
a Bedford spokesnan said. 

Because Popplewell was 
shown only a yellow card tty the 
referee, Bedford could not cite 
the Irishman for the punch and 
the prop must be dealt with un- 
der the provision of disrepute, 
which has been.used 9 nly twice 
j5gjfore, 1t sinfie,Vl^p- national 


gan, their 25-year-old England 
hooker, but the player has wel- 
comed the bid. The reported 
£65,000 attempt to buy o.ut the 
remaining year of Regan's con- 
tract may be too low, with Bris- 
tol arware of interest from Wbsps 
and Richmond. 

“I haven't had any talks with 
Bath but Pm flattered that they 
have shown an interest,” Regan 
said. “It allows me to keep my 
options open when I come to re- 
view my mture at the end of the 
season." 

Regan had previously said: 
“Money talks, but you have to 
remember where you come 
from. Bristol have been every- 
thing to me." 

Tbny Swift, the Bath chief ex- 
ecutive, refused to comment on 
the approach for Regan. 

■ Brendan Cannon, a Queens- 
land front-row forward, is plan- 
ning to appeal against the 
severity of a 15-week ban for 
stamping on the New South 
Wales winger, Alistair Mur- 
doch, in a ruck during Queens- 
land’s 26-16 victory in a spiteful 
Superrl2 matdi in Sydney on 
Saturday., l,u , 


Rovers pick Simms 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADF1ELD 


two years before taking over at 
Halifax in 1994. He will take 


Nick Price raises his arms in triumph after winning the MCI Classic tournament fn 
Hilton Head, South Carolina, on Sunday - his first win for 31 months Photograph: AP 


Irwin wins by record margin 


Hale Irwin recorded the largest 
margin of victory ever at a Se- 
nior lour event when he won his 
second consecutive PGA Se- 
niors' Championship by 12 
strokes in Prim Beach Gardens, 
Florida, on Sunday. He won 
$216,000 (£135,000). 

Irwin, who held a seven- 
stroke lead entering the final 
round of the second major 
tournament of the year, fired a 
6Son to finish at a 14-under 274, 
12 shots better than Dale Dou- 
glass and the 1991 champion. 
Jack Nicklaus. 


John Morgan, Jack Kiefer 
and Gibby Gilbert finished tied 
for fourth at one-under. Kiefer 
shot a 70. Gilbert fired a 7L and 
Morgan a second straight 72. 

Irwin, 5 1, twice the US Open 
champion, picked up his third 
victory of the year and his sev- 
en* career Senior Tbur title and 
overtook Gil Morgan and 
David Graham at the top of the 
money list with $596531. 

The previous-best victory 
margin at a Senior event was 11 
strokes, shared by Arnold 
Palmer at the 1985 Senior Tour- 
nament Players’ Championship 
and Orville Moody at the 1988 
Vintage Chrysler InvitadonaL 


Irwin started his round tty 
eagling the par-five, 539-yard 
third hole, hitting a four-wood 
to the green before sinking a 35- 
foot putt. Irwin followed that 
with a birdie on the fourth. 

After making the turn, Irwin 
hit a sand wedge on 10 before 
tapping in for birdie. His only 
blemish was on 11, where he 
three-putted for bogey. He also 
sank a 12-foot birdie putt on 16 
before pairing the final two 


boles. “My hope was in continue 
playing the type of game I had 
been playing, and that was to be 
aggressive when I felt the need 
or the situation arose," Irwin 
said. 


Steve Simms, who resigned at 
Halifax at the start of this sea- 
son, bas been named as the new 
coach at Featheretone Rovers. 
Simms has been hired on an 
18-month contract, emerging 
from a short-list that also in- 
cluded local candidates, John 
Joyner and Dave Tbpliss, with 
his first job being to stabilise the 
side’s precarious position near 
the bottom of the First Division. 

Beyond that. Rovers, with an 
improving ground and a wealth 
of tradition, have other goals. 
“The board have every confi- 
dence in Steve’s ability to 
achieve Rovers’ ambition to 
play at tbe highest leveL" the 
club said in announcing S imms 
as successor to David Ward. 
"Steve Simms has the relevant 
coaching qualities, bearing in 
mind his Super League experi- 
ence, to match Rovers’ Super 
League aspirations.’' 

S imms piarfe his nam e coach- 
ing the junior sides at South 
Sydney. He coached Leigh for 


charge for the first time agaiost 
Wldnes on Sunday, but Joyner 
- widely regarded as favourite 
for the job - is planning to take 
a break from tbe game. 

The former Castle ford coach 
pulled out of the running at the 
weekend. Unlike him. Topliss, 
who has been out of the game 
since leaving Wakefield three 
years ago, says he is ready to re- 


turn and will try for other jobs. 
The St Helens second-row 


The St Helens second-row 
forward, Chris Morley. will 
learn today whether he will 
have to face a disciplinary hear- 
ing later this week over a tack- 
le for which he was placed on 
report Morley was reported 
over a suspected high chal- 
lenge on Warrington's Toa 
Kohe-Love on Sunday. A sus- 
pension of more than a single 
match would rule him out of the 
Challenge Cup final at Wemb- 
ley on 3 May. 

Next season's final will also 
be at its traditional venue, as 
work on upgrading Wembley 
wfil not begin until later in the 
year. 
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Blunders cost Liverpool keeper his 
place in England squad, page 26 
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O’Sullivan aims to realise 


mm 


mum 


O’Sullivan: ‘1 was shaking 
like a leaf. I was in bits' 


Snooker 

GUY HODGSON 

As Ronnie O'Sullivan played his 
first toll in the 14th frame of bis 
match against Mick Price yes- 
terday, he declined to go for a 
difficult red, thinking: “I'm 
quite enjoying placing safety at 
the moment.” Five minutes 
and 20 seconds later he had 
scored the fastest maximum 
ever in tournament snooker. 

Safely first, devastation sec- 
ond as 36 balls were were pot- 
ted in 320 seconds. It worked 
out at one every nine seconds 
and, adding the £147.000 prize 


for the 147 clearance to£18,000 
for the highest break at the Em- 
bassy world Championship, 
£515 per second of the frame. 

It was the fourth maximum at 


latest in a list of remarkable 
feats from a 21-year-old wbo, the 
six-rimes world champion 
Stephen Hendry’s remarkable 


standing personality tn snooker. 


officer; this year he has hi the 
headlines for the right reasons. 

*T thought itrwas on when I got 
to the second red,” O'Sullivan 


Swin burn’s 
career in 
the balance 


said after his 10~6 first-round vic- 
tory over Price. “I was in the balls 
and all I could think was roaxL” 

After his one safety shot. 
O'Sullivan relentlessly potted 
ball after ball, going out of po- 
sition only once when he nearly 
snookered himself on the pen ul- 
timate red with the pink. Just 
enough of the toll was showing, 
however, and once that dropped 
the rest was a formality. ^ 

total timefor the break being 
one minute and 49 seconds 

faster than the previous best, set 
by Thailand's James Watt ana in 
the 1992 British Open. “If I bad 


Stopped .and thought Fd have 
probably missed,” O’Sullivan 
said. “I was shaking Uke a leaf. 

1 was in bits. But I thought: ‘If 

th^r^thm^” At”cme point 
O'Sullivan dropped his- chalk, 
leaving it behind in his hurry 'to 
complete the frame. : . _ 
The maximum follows a tur- 
bulent season for O’Sullivan 
which has included two toum%- ■ 
meat victories and an outburst 

at the European Open in Malta 
last month when he announced 
he wanted to give up the sport 
■typically, he withdrew the com- 
ment at the nest event, saying- . 


of salt some of the things I say 
... It wasn’t the first time I said 
I was going to quit and I don’t 
suppose k will be the last” 


young in? ?, finding fame hard 
to handle, then the impression 
is correct The world No 8 from 
ChigweU, Essex, got his first 100 
break at 10 and at -17 became 
the youngest winner of an in- 
ternational professional tour- 
nament. This coincided with his 
father being given a life sen- 
tence for murder. 

The resultant publicity would 
have affected the most stable of 


praonilitte and 12 mantte 
ago his career apf>eared to be 
heading for oblivion. He re- 

assault in Sheffield. He th«j 
vowed to become a model 
professional and an ambas 
sador for the game ” . 

His threat to retire did not ac- 
cord with that ambition but 
since then he has taken yp 
running and lost weight. I m 
practising harder now thaul 
haveforfour or five yens, he 
said yesterday. **I was like that 
in my amateur days but since 1 

turned pro it nearly did my brain 


S' -i r. .. -V. 






in. Snooker wasn't the most ih». 
oortanl thing m my life. 

^ “I'm coming to terms wnk 
thin* l’m2I :uidamm nmirand 
K to sum acting likea one. 

I had to pit it togcthec.1 
of order Iasi war. I w ad mtie* 
lhaL Now it's the real me. 

The real Ronna: KMJ issf 
to locate, but if aSuHi®* 
could realise his potential^ 
vrould be the natural 
10 Hendrv, whom he s setef. 
uled to meet in the quarter-g: . 
naK -Tm here to wtn-Uat 
tournament-" he said yesterday: 
“The maximum is history now,* 
It is in all senses of the word : . 
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Racing 

GREG WOOD 

The riding career of Walter 
Swinbum, which has included a 
Derby winner and a near-fatal 
accident in the last two years 
alone, took a new turn yesterday 
when the jockey announced his 
intention to take “a sabbatical 
from race-riding”. The 35-year- 
old rider said that his decision 
was the result of a “continuing 
weight problem”, but he added 
that “it is certainly not on my 
mind to retire altogether”. 

In a statement, Swinbum 
said: “I am taking this step in 
tbe long-term interests of my ca- 
reer. I would not be fair to my- 
self or anyone else if I did not 
give my body or my metabolism 
a chance to settle down, and it 
has significantly failed to do that 
over recent months, in spite of 
rigid adherence to a medically 
supervised diet." 

Swinburn’s announcement 
prompted complete astonish- 
ment throughout, racing, not 
simply because of its substance, 
but also as a result of its riming. 
On Saturday week, be bad been 
due to partner the most highly 
regarded horse of his genera- 
tion, Entrepreneur, in the 2,000 
Guineas, the first Classic of the 
season. Entrepreneur is already 
the ante-post favourite for the 
Derby, an event which Swinbum 
has won three times, most 
memorably on Sheigar when he 
was just 19 years old. 

Like Shergar, Entrepreneur 
is trained by Michael Stoute, 
who stood by Swinbum when 
many fell he was loo young and 
inexperienced to ride a Derby 
favourite, and has been his 
most significant employer ever 
since. “Naturally I am hugely 
disappointed to be forced into 
making this decision,” the jock- 


ey added, “particularly when the 
year appears to hold so much 
promise for [Michael Stoute’sJ 
horses. I wish Mr Stoute and 
everyone at Freemason’s Lodge 
a hugely successful year and 
hope that it is not too Long be- 
fore I am once again playing a 
significant part in the story.” 
Stoute, too, expressed his 
regret at yesterday’s news. “I 
have been very aware that life 
has been a struggle for Him re- 
cently,” the trainer said, “and 1 
look forward to him coming 
back when the problem is un- 



Swinbum: Weight problems 

der control, when he will most 
certainly have my foil support.” 
Away from the track, Swin- 
bum has not always lived up to 
his nickname of “the Choirboy”, 
and last month be was fined 
£500 and ordered to pay £600 
in compensation after admitting 
an assault on a Newmarket 
restaurateur. During the pro- 
ceedings, Swinbum admitted to 
suffering from an eating disor- 
der which reduced his tolerance 
to alcohol, but when he returned 
to riding at Nottingham a fort- 
night later, there was little in- 
dication that anything but a full 
campaign lay before him. 


Even by the rollercoaster 
standards of his profession, 
Swinburn’s career has veered 
wildly from high to low. Less 
than two years ago, he won his 
third Derby on Lammtarra, 
only to lose the ride on the sub- 
sequent King George and Prix 
de l’Arc de Txiomphe winner to 
Lanfranco Dettori shortly af- 
terwards. Then, the following 
February, came the moment to 
which many will feel the rider’s 
latest troubles can trace their ori- 
gin, when in the space of a few 
desperate seconds at Sha Tin in 
Hong Kong, Swinbum was left 
battered and almost lifeless 
when his mount crashed 
through a r unning -rail at speed. 

HIs protracted recovery from 
severe head and chest injuries 
was extended further when the 
Jockey Club refused to licence 
him to ride until six months 
from tbe date erf his accident As 
so often in such circumstances, 
Swinbum’s comeback ride, at 
Windsor on 12- August, was a 
winner, and when he partnered 
Pilsudski to victory in the 
Breeders’ Cup Turf, one of the 
world’s most valuable races, in 
Canada three months later, it 
looked that his career had 
caught an upeurrent once again. 

Yet now it seems that while 
the obvious injuries from Sha 
Tin had healed, other scars re- 
mained. Weight problems can 
strike a jockey at any moment, 
and while Swinbum inherited 
talent in abundance from his fa- 
ther, Wally, himself a leading 
rider, he has never had the 
scrawny build of a natural light- 
weight. It is just three months 
since Walter Swinbum walked 
across Ireland to raise £60,000 
for charity. His personal jour- 
ney towards full professional 
health, by contrast, remains for 
from complete. 
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Gullit adds Babayaro 
to his foreign legion 


Football , 

TOMMY STANIFORTH 

Ruud Gullit has beaten off com- 
petltion from Juventus, In- 
temazfonale and Deportivo La 
Coruna to sign the Nigerian in- 


ternational Ct. ; Iestinc Babayaro 
t from the Belgian dub, Ander- 
lecht, in a £2.25m deal 
Babayaro, who will not be 19 
until August, will stay with An- 
derlecht for the rest of the sea- 
son and arrive at Stamford 
Bridge mtiw summer, afler sign- 
ing a five-year contract with the 
EA Cup finalists. He will become 


the latest member of Gullit’s 
growing number of foreigners at 
Chelsea, joining (among others) 
Italy’s Gianfranco Zola and Gi- 
anluca Vialii, Romania's Dan 
Petrescu and the Frenchman, 
Franck LeboeuL 

Babayaro. a left wing-back 
wbo. won an Olympic gold 
medal for Nigeria in the USA 
last summer and scored one of 
their goals in the final, has been 
with Anderiechl from the age of 
15. Hie has been pursued by Eu- 
rope’s top dobs after many im- 
pressive performances over tbe 
last two seasons. 

However, Gullit’s reputation 


persuaded him to join Chelsea, 
whose managing director, Col- 
in Hutchinson, flew to Belgium 
to complete rhedeaL 
“I told Ruud r wan ted to sign 
for Chelsea after only two con- 
versations on tbe telephone,” 
Babayaro said. “I am very hap- 
py he wants me in his team and 
I am looking forward to a great 
season with Chelsea.” 
Babayaro has never been to 
London and will need a British 
work permit to complete his 
move to Stamford Bridge. He 
watched Chelsea’s FA Cup 
semi-final win over Wimbledon 
on television. 
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Monaco must find their best 
[ form if they are to overcome In- 
teraazdonale in the second leg 
of their Uefa Cup semi-final 
tonighL 

The French champio os-clcct, 
who had won dl their previous 
away legs in this season's com- 
petition, played poorly and lost 
3-1 in the mst leg in Italy two 
weeks ago. 

Monaco’s French interna- 
tional defender, Patrick Blon- 
deau, said yesterday: “What 
we have to prove to everyone is 
that we're a great team by turn- 
ing round an nnfovourable re- 
sult, something we haven't bad 
to do this season.” 

Monaco, on the verge of 
their sixth french league title, 
found their game in the second 
half in Milan and scored what 
could prove to be a crucial 
goal from a substitute, the 
Nigerian striker Victor Ikpeba 
-their top scorer with six goals 

in the competition. 


Their difficulties continued 
with a 2-0 league defeat at 
Bordeaux last week, in which 
Ikpeba was on from the start, 
and the tens on at their train- 
ing camp in the mountains 
above the principality has been 


palpable. 

But their coach Jean Tigana 
and his players have worked 
hard at concentrating their 
minds on tonight's tough task, 
when they' must pull back two 
goals to stand any chance of 
reaching their second Euro- 
pean final, following a losing ap- 
pearance in the 1992 European 
Cup-Winners' Cup to the Ger- 
man side, Werder Bremen. 

“The objective from the start 
is to not concede a goal and to 
attack as much as possible," 
Tigana said. “We’ve got tn wan , 
age to score in the first half in 
order to not make the situation 
even more difficult for our- 
selves." 

Tigana will rely oa the vet- . 


eran Enzo Scxfo, who returns to 
bis first dub Anderiecht at the 
end of tbe season, to dictate play 
against another of his former 
clubs. 

Inter, whose priority is one of 
Italy’s two European Cup 
places next season, will look to 
dose all the gaps in defence to 
avoid conceding the early goaL 

Inter were encouraged by a 

2-1 away Win agains t Paglian * rm 

Saturday but also by Udinese's 
2-0 defeat of Parma which left 
them third in Seric A with just 
six games to play and a place in 
next season’s European Cup a 
possibility. 

Inter's experienced ca ptain, 
Giuseppe Bergomi. said: “It 
was a big boost for us to win at : 
Cagliari where no side, not , 
even. Juventus, had won for six 
months. I've always said that Td ! 
prefer to finish second in the 
league rather than win the Uefe 
Cup and therefore Parma’s de- 
feat was good news for ns." j 


Computers 
are human ' 
too. 


Sometimes they let you down. 

With this in mind, companies Bke 
Hewlett-Packard, EMC and MorseData 
are buBdkig enterprise-wide solutions 
that can ensure your computer 
systems are resilient to failure. So if a 
chip fries, a disk breaks or your 
computer suffers a sudden loss of 
memory, business is not interrupted. 

Cal for a copy of our intelligent 
storage executive briefing and let us 
help you plan for a breakdown. 

Don't have one yourself. 




MorseData 

0800 22 88 88 







